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By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

A 12-year member of the Eau 
Claire Fire Department was 
fired Wednesday by the city’s 
Police and Fire Commission.

Brian Mero was terminated 
based on charges made by Fire 

Chief Chris Bell of misconduct, 
dishonesty, false reporting and 
using improper means to report 
alleged misconduct by his su-
pervisors.

After the commission termi-
nated Mero Wednesday morn-
ing, Bell said “it’s never fun” to 
let somebody go.

“It’s something that you only 
do if it’s absolutely necessary. 
It’s the things that are necessary 
for the good of the organiza-
tion,” Bell said.

“For firefighters, we have to 

be honest and truthful in what 
we do,” he said. “The public 
expects that and I expect that.”

Mero could not be reached for 
comment.

According to the 15-page 
termination order approved 
Wednesday by the commission:

Mero performed his job duties 
acceptably and even commend-
ably at times.

But unacceptable conduct that 
included dishonesty and filing 
of false reports that gave rise to 
Bell’s charges disqualify Mero 

from continued employment 
with the Fire Department.

At a Feb. 5 closed session 
hearing to gain testimony from 
all parties, Mero failed to offer 
any credible evidence disputing 
or adequately explaining his 
conduct.

Mero was returned to the 
rank of firefighter after his 
supervisors found his perfor-
mance as a probationary engi-
neer was deficient.

City commission fires firefighter
Man was charged 
with misconduct, 

dishonesty

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

S
ome Eau Claire mo-
torists who were tick-
eted for violating the 

city’s odd-even parking rules 
during Tuesday’s snow re-
moval process could receive 
an unwelcome surprise in 
the form of a vehicle missing 
from the curbside where they 
parked it.

On Wednesday the city Police De-
partment announced it would begin 
ordering vehicles violating parking 
regulations towed related to the storm 
Monday/Tuesday that dumped 10 inches 
of snow on the city. Also on Wednesday, 
city officials announced the issuance of 
another snow event that began at mid-
night and goes until 5 p.m. Saturday.

To prompt the relocation of vehicles 
preventing snow removal, the city also 
began posting temporary no parking 
signs at locations where plows can’t get 
through because of vehicles that made 
their passage impossible. No-parking 
violations supersede the city’s odd-even 
parking rules, and vehicles parking in 
those locations will be towed, police 
department public information officer 
Bridget Coit said.

Such measures are rare for Eau Claire, 

Coit said, but are necessary to allow 
streets to be cleared.

“Right now this could be life-threat-
ening because emergency vehicles can’t 
get through those streets,” she said.

Vehicles that were ticketed Tuesday 
were eligible for towing even if they were 
parked on the correct side of the street 
Wednesday because they violated the 
city’s 24-hour parking regulation, Coit said.

The towing was necessary to remove 
some vehicles from locations where 
they blocked snowplows from clearing 
snow, she said, noting people’s failure 
to park on the correct side of the street 
during snow events “has been a real 
problem.”

Tickets for violating the odd-even 
policy, which cost $30, have been espe-
cially numerous during the past couple 
of weeks as the city has received record 
snowfall and plows have worked to try 
to keep roads clear of snow, Coit said. 
So far this month a record 28.4 inches 
of snow has fallen in Eau Claire even 
though the month is only half over. This 
year’s total topped the old February 
record of 28.2 inches set in 1936.

Owners whose vehicles are towed will 
be charged $100, Coit said, plus an ad-
ditional $10 per day for storage. Towed 
vehicles will be stored at A to Z Towing 
and Salvage, 1646 Highway F.

Time for tickets
Vehicles on wrong side of street hinder snowplow efforts

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

A biker passes a car buried in snow on Marston Avenue in Eau Claire Wednesday. The Eau Claire Police Department began 
ordering vehicles towed that had been ticketed for violating the city’s odd-even parking regulations Tuesday and had not been 
moved. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

UW-Eau Claire students work Tuesday to free a car stuck at an intersection on an 
unplowed street in Eau Claire.
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By Erica Jones
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While Wisconsin waits 
to reargue a gerrymander-
ing case in front of the U.S. 
Supreme 
Court, the 
state should 
look to exam-
ples of better 
redistricting 
procedures, 
like those 
found in 
Pennsylvania, 
California and 
Iowa, a UW-Madison politi-
cal science professor argued 
Wednesday night to an audi-
ence of roughly 75 people at 
the UW-Eau Claire Forum.

Barry Burden, also director 
of the Elections Research 
Center, said those three 
states have each come up 
with different solutions to the 
problem of gerrymandering.

Pennsylvania turned to 
its state courts to create 
districts that honor its swing 
state status. 

Forum 
speaker: 

boundary 
solutions 
possible

Iowa 
redistricting 

model lauded 
for fairness

Burden
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