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B.J. Hollars

Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, 

and the Weird’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts 

advocate, husband, father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars

Linda Keepers is out for blood, 
and she’s not taking no for an 
answer.

Trust me, I tried.
For a year or so, most every 

time Linda and I crossed paths 
around the neighborhood, I de-
vised one excuse or another why 
I couldn’t contribute to her bian-
nual blood drive at Lake Street 

United Methodist Church. 
Most of my excuses were 

true; namely, that my 
harried schedule hardly 

allowed me the time 
it would take to 
squeeze out a pint 
full of blood. But 
the real source 
of my hesitan-
cy had less to 

do with the 

numbers on a clock than the 
prospect of a needle in my arm. 
The needle prick wasn’t the issue 
— throughout my college years, 
I was a regular donor (free food 
went a long way in those days) — 
though after a dizzy spell left me 
seeing stars, I’d placed myself on 
blood-giving hiatus.

I figured there was no shortage 
of humans with blood coursing 
through their veins, and surely, 
someone else could take a turn.

But then I met Linda, who 
kindly suggested that I might take 
another turn myself.

One of these days, I always 
agreed noncommittally.

Those days would come sooner 
than I thought.

In the summer of 2020, Lin-
da took her case directly to my 

doorstep.
“Linda,” I said, opening the 

door. “What a pleasant ... sur-
prise.”

After my hemming and hawing 
got me nowhere, I conceded to her 
request.

Weeks later, upon entering the 
Lake Street United blood bank at 
my appointed time, I scanned the 
room to discover what felt like 
half our neighborhood was there.

There was Christina, and Randy, 
and the women with the black 
dog who lives just down the way. 
I smiled at our unexpected block 
party. Linda had convinced us all.

The process went so smoothly 
that the phlebotomist barely had 
time to bag my blood before I 
signed up for a December slot. 

This won’t hurt a bit

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

The global coronavirus 
pandemic brought much 
uncertainty to the dairy 
industry.

Shutdowns at the onset 
of the pandemic caused 
milk prices to plunge 
and oversupply issues 
led to farmers disposing 
of milk. Then changes in 
consumer buying habits 
led to improving milk 
prices as more dairy prod-
ucts were being used for 
at-home cooking.

However, even during 
the months when milk 
prices looked good last 
year, many dairy farmers 
didn’t see the full benefit 
of those improved prices 
come through on their 
milk checks.

Negative producer price 
differentials have been 
pulling down the prices 
farmers are paid for their 
Class III milk. According 
to the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, negative 
PPDs cost U.S. dairy 
farmers more than $3 
billion in 2020.

About 75% of total 
U.S. milk production 
is covered under the 
Federal Milk Marketing 
Order program, which 
is overseen by the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture. FMMOs establish 
minimum prices paid to 
farmers through a pro-
cess of collecting dairy 
commodity market prices, 
determining handler pric-
es based on end-use, and 
establishing minimum 
uniform prices through 
pooling, according to 
the USDA Agricultural 
Marketing Service.

The Federal Milk 
Marketing Order system 
of “pricing and pooling” 
is done monthly. Pricing 
is basically about the way 
that money is collected 
from dairy plants and 
pooling is the method of 
paying those funds out to 
dairy producers, accord-
ing to “Making Sense of 
Your Milk Price in the 
Pandemic Economy: 
Negative PPDs, Depool-
ing, and Reblending,” 
an informational letter 
by Mark Stephenson, 
director of the Wisconsin 
Center for Dairy Profit-

ability at UW-Madison, 
and Andrew Novakovic, 
professor emeritus of 
agricultural economics 
emeritus at Cornell Uni-
versity.

Milk pricing establish-
es a minimum price that 
must be paid for milk de-
pending on what products 
are made from it. It is a 
floor price, and premiums 
are often paid above those 
levels, Stephenson and 
Novakovic said.

The four uniform 
“classes” throughout 
the FMMO system are 
Class I, fluid milk; Class 
II, which is milk used 
to make soft products 
like ice cream, cottage 
cheese and yogurt; Class 

III, which is milk used 
to make hard cheese 
products; and Class IV, 
milk used to make butter 
and powdered dry milk 
products.

Producer price differ-
entials are determined 
based on the spread of 
the various milk class 
prices in a given month, 
Stephenson said during 
his “Pandemic, Prices and 
PPDs … What will 2021 
Offer?” presentation at 
an October UW-Exten-
sion Dairy Market and 
Nutrition Update webinar. 
When milk is pooled, 
Stephenson said, the PPD 
becomes negative during 
scenarios where the Class 
III price rises too fast, as 

it did in June and July of 
2020, or when the spread 
between Classes I, III and 
IV prices gets wider.

A negative PPD on 
a farmer’s milk check 
means the pool doesn’t 
have enough money 
from processor payments 
to pay all pooled milk 
at Class III component 
values.

“Under more ordinary 
price relationships and 
movements, negative 
PPDs and depooling are 
not as common an occur-
rence. But, a pandemic is 
anything but common,” 
Stephenson and Novakov-
ic wrote in their informa-
tional letter. 

FINANCIAL HELP
Farmers seek solution as negative PPDs 

hit during pandemic
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Milk at Golden “E” Farm in Fredonia was dumped starting March 31 after the Elbe 
family was asked to dump it amid market concerns during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

A little more than a year 
after being rejected by the 
state Senate as head of the 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection, 
Brad Pfaff 
has joined 
the legislative 
body himself 
as the newest 
senator for 
the state’s 
32nd Senate 
District.

Pfaff, a 
Democrat from Onalaska, 
defeated Republican Dan 
Kapanke by earning 50.3% 
of the vote this fall and was 
sworn in on Jan. 4. The 
32nd Senate District in-
cludes all of La Crosse and 
Crawford counties, almost 
all of Vernon County and 
part of Monroe County in 
western Wisconsin.

Pfaff said he believes that 
his background, including 
but not limited to his time 
with DATCP, has prepared 
him well to help address 
agricultural issues and 
“bridge the rural-urban 
divide.”

While with DATCP, Pfaff 
said he was able to travel 
and meet the men, wom-
en and families who are 
behind the state’s family 
farms and hear their stories. 
As a state senator, he said 
it will still be important for 
him to continue hearing 
those stories.

Outside of DATCP, Pfaff 
brings additional experi-
ence with agriculture and 
politics in that he grew up 
on a northern La Crosse 
County dairy farm, worked 
for U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, 
was Wisconsin state exec-
utive director for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency, and 
served nationally as dep-
uty administrator for farm 
programs during former 
president Barack Obama’s 
administration.

Former ag 
secretary-
designee 
brings 
experience 
to Senate

Pfaff
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TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

Offer valid on eligible equipment purchased byMarch 1, 2021. Some restrictions
apply, see dealer for details. 1Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever
comes first. 2 Financing subject to approval by JohnDeere Financial

TractorCentral.com

2021 3025E Tractor, Loader and 72” Snow blade: $21,999

Save o
ver

$5,00
0!

• 25 hp 3-Cylinder engine • 2-Stage Hydro Transmission
• 4-Wheel drive • Power Steering
• 6-Year/2000 hour Powertrain Warranty1

Compatible with iMatch™ Quick Hitch and more than 20
easy to swap implements, to tackle every job on your list!


