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< Minnesota potato farmer makes 
Thanksgiving donation. 1D.
• Safety now comes naturally for 
Madison archer. 5B.
• Producers look to keep U.S. pork 
industry safe from disease. 2C.
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By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

BROOKLYN — Fourth- and 
fifth-graders from New Glarus and 
Albany schools in Green County 
had the opportunity to spend the 
morning at Lancaster’s Winterber-
ry Tree Farm with Kaitlyn Riley, 
71st Alice in Dairyland, learning 
about Wisconsin agriculture and 
the Christmas tree industry. The 
students switched around to several 
different stations, manned by the 
Lancaster family, New Glarus and 
Albany FFA members and rep-
resentatives of the Green County 
Conservation League, before 
gathering around a Christmas tree, 
ready to be cut to kick-off Wiscon-
sin’s 2018 Christmas tree season.

The Christmas tree cutting by 

Alice in Dairyland is held each 
year on a different Wisconsin tree 
farm in partnership with the Wis-
consin Christmas Tree Producers 
Association. This year’s site se-
lection in Green County coincides 
with the selection of the 72nd Alice 
in Dairyland, slated for May 9-11 
in Green County next year.

There are 870 Christmas tree 
farms in Wisconsin, giving resi-
dents the opportunity to travel to 
every corner of the state in search 
of the perfect Christmas tree each 
season — a tradition that goes back 
for decades, Riley said. The stu-
dents shared many memories with 
her that morning of picking out 
their Christmas trees, with some 

By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

BRUSSELS — For years, Dan 
Vandertie’s claim to fame were the 
43 consecutive awards his Doorco 
Holsteins dairy farm received as 
Progressive Breeders’ Registry 
honorees.

The Holstein Association USA’s 
longest-running award honors top 
registered Holstein homebred herds 
based on elite milk production and 
classification scores. Doorco Hol-
steins’ honors started when Dan’s 
parents owned the farm.

Now, the 56-year-old Vandertie 
finds himself with a new claim to 
fame, and it doesn’t have anything to 
do with dairy farming.

Vandertie, who along with his 
wife, Julie, owns Doorco Holsteins 
in the Door County town of Brus-
sels, earned his place in Wisconsin 
lore this month by harvesting the 
first legal elk in the state’s inaugural 
managed elk hunt.

On Nov. 8, while hunting near 
Clam Lake in the Chequamegon-Ni-
colet National Forest, Vandertie used 
a pair of perfectly placed shots to 
down an impressive bull elk from 160 
yards away. The 6X6 bull (six points 
on each side of its antlers) weighed 
roughly 800 pounds and fell just 40 
feet from where it was first shot.

Peering through the scope of his 
.300 Winchester Short Magnum rifle at 
that moment, Vandertie said, “You’re 
not thinking about getting the first 
legal elk in the state hunt. You just 
see it’s a very nice animal out there. 
You realize how big they really are. 

You’re looking through the sights and 
… I’ve hunted enough deer where you 
calm yourself and don’t rush the shot. 
You’re not shaking. You stay calm.

“And then when I shot it and 
it went down, I was very excited 
because I knew I had a nice elk. 
Then after a few minutes, it made 
me think — you know what, I’m a 

little bit sad. Because I’ll never get to 
hunt elk in Wisconsin again. It was a 
once-in-a-lifetime thing. It’s just one 
of those things I’ll never forget, es-
pecially because of the people I met 
along the way on my journey and the 
things I got to experience.”

His best shot
Dairy farmer 

harvests first legal 
elk in Wisconsin’s 
inaugural elk hunt
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Dan Vandertie, 56, of Brussels held the antlers of the bull elk he harvested 
near Clam Lake during Wisconsin’s first managed elk hunt.

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

The sharply divided gov-
ernment that emerged from 
this month’s midterm elec-
tions will make it hard to get 
much done for agriculture in 
the coming months, accord-
ing to panelists on a Farm 
Foundation Forum held Nov. 
14 in Washington, D.C., and 
broadcast live online.

Midterm voters elected 
435 members of the House, 
35 members to the Senate 
and 36 governors, along with 
numerous state and local 
office-holders.

Democrats took control of 
the House of Representatives 
and Republicans maintained 
the Senate, setting up a 
Congressional standstill. 
Meanwhile, several big 
issues critical to food and 
agriculture, including a new 
farm bill, trade, immigration 
and health care, demand 
attention.

“The next two years will 
be knock-down, drag-out, 
brutal, partisan in every 
way,” said Chris Clayton, 
agricultural policy editor for 
DTN/Progressive Farmer.

Clayton said a new farm 
bill needs to get passed yet 
this year, if only for the sake 
of U.S. Rep. Mike Conaway, 
R-Texas, chairman of the 
House ag committee.

Before the farm bill was 
drafted, the focus was on 
protecting crop insurance; 
it has since shifted to the 
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, or SNAP 
benefits.

“House Republicans got 
exactly what they wanted,” 
Clayton said. “They wanted 
a Republican-only farm bill 
to pass. They didn’t have the 
foresight to think it wouldn’t 
carry over and win. They got 
a partisan bill. They really 
put themselves in a corner.

“They’ve got no leverage, 
but they can’t screw around. 
They have to get it done.”

Teaganne Finn, con-
gressional reporter for 
Bloomberg Government, 
said some spots on the ag 
committee could be filled 
by Democratic “suburban 
moms” who don’t care 
about crop insurance but 

Panel: 
Deadlock 
to slow ag 
progress

Students cheer as Alice cuts first tree
Kaitlyn Riley, 
71st Alice in 
Dairyland, re-
ceived some 
assistance 
from tree farm 
owner Greg 
Lancaster as 
she prepared 
to cut down 
her first ever 
Christmas 
tree with over 
100 students 
from neigh-
boring New 
Glarus and Al-
bany schools 
watching.
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By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

MADISON — Calumet 
County dairy farmer David 
Geiser has a reputation 
as a respected farmer and 
conservationist, his passion 
stemming from his devo-
tion to improve the health 
of soil, water, plants and 
cattle.

In August, he was named 
as one of three finalists 
for the prestigious 2018 
Aldo Leopold Conserva-
tion Award. At the Nov. 
15 meeting of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection 
board, Geiser was an-
nounced as this year’s 

recipient of the award by 
Sand County Foundation 
President and CEO Kevin 
McAleese.

“(Aldo) Leopold spoke 
of this compelling, internal 
ethic called a land ethic as 
the thing that would lead to 
individuals taking respon-
sibility for improving land 
health,” McAleese said. 
“Today, we are here to 
celebrate an individual, a 
family and a business that 
so emblemizes that spirit.”

Geiser and his wife, 
Deb Reinhart, are own-
ers of Gold Star Dairy in 
New Holstein. Home to 

New Holstein farmer earns Leopold award
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Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture Sheila Harsdorf, at 
right, shook the hand of David Geiser, recipient of the Aldo 
Leopold Conservation Award. Joining him was his wife, 
Deb Reinhart, at left.
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