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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Carla K. Johnson
Associated Press

As the Summer of COVID 
draws to a close, many 
experts fear an even bleaker 
fall and suggest that Amer-
ican families should start 
planning for Thanksgiving 
by Zoom.

Because of the many 
uncertainties, public health 
scientists say it’s easier to 
forecast the weather on 
Thanksgiving Day than to 
predict how the U.S. corona-
virus crisis will play out this 
autumn. But school reopen-
ings, holiday travel and more 
indoor activity because of 
colder weather could all sep-
arately increase transmission 
of the virus and combine in 
ways that could multiply the 
threat, they say.

Here’s one way it could 
go: As more schools open 
for in-person instruction and 
more college students return 
to campuses, small clusters 
of cases could widen into 
outbreaks in late September. 
Public fatigue over mask 
rules and other restrictions 
could stymie efforts to slow 
these infections.

A few weeks later, wid-
ening outbreaks could start 
to strain hospitals. If a bad 
flu season peaks in October, 
as happened in 2009, the 
pressure on the health care 
system could result in high-
er daily death tolls from the 
coronavirus. 
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By Jennifer Peltz  
and Russell Contreras

Associated Press

KENOSHA — A Black man, 
accosted by police on a domes-
tic dispute call, is left with bullet 
wounds in his back that will likely 
keep him from ever walking again. 
A white 17-year-old, rifle in hand, 
strolls past authorities untouched 
amid cries that he just gunned down 
three people protesting the Black 
man’s shooting.

Two moments of bloodshed, two 
days and 2 miles apart in Kenosha. 
And in those two moments, this 
mid-sized Midwestern city seemed 
a stark microcosm of a nation 
wracked by discord over racial in-
equity, policing and the meaning of 
public safety.

The chain of events that began 
Aug. 23 with Jacob Blake’s shooting 
has become a disputed X-ray of a 
divided society — a black-and-white 
picture where some see racial injus-
tice that proves the urgency of the 
Black Lives Matter movement, while 
others see rioting that spurred a 
teenager to try to defend a commu-
nity against chaos.

But to many in Kenosha — taking 
stock of a convulsive week ahead of 
President Donald Trump’s planned 
visit Tuesday — it’s not as simple as 
that.

As people here navigate barricad-
ed streets, boarded-up windows and 
their own place along some of the 
deepest fault lines cleaving the U.S., 
there are many more than two per-
spectives on what happened, what it 
means and the way forward.

“I wanted him  
to see this place”

Charles Stevenson pulled up to 
a quiet, green block 150 miles from 
his Green Bay home. There was 
something he wanted to show his 
9-year-old son.

“See that apartment over there? 
No. 4? That’s where I grew up,” Ste-
venson said. He turned around, put-
ting a hand on the boy’s shoulder. 
“And this is where they shot him.”

Both looked at the ground and fell 
silent.

“I wanted him to see this place to 
understand the problems we face in 
this world,” Stevenson said later.

It was the spot where Blake, 29, 
was shot in the back and paralyzed 
by Officer Rusten Sheskey, who 
grabbed Blake’s shirt as he leaned 
into an SUV. Inside were Blake’s 
children, ages 8, 5 and 3.

Taking on a coach’s tone, Steven-
son, 47, who works in construction, 
told his son: This is what they do 
to us. This is what can happen. You 
have to be prepared, like I’ve been 
telling you.

Around the corner, Tireece 
Anderson said the shooting hadn’t 
surprised him. 

Kenosha 
events 
reflect 

u.s. strife
Shootings make 
Wisconsin city a 

microcosm of a nation 
wracked over racial 

inequity, policing, 
public safety

Associated Press

Jacob Blake’s father, Jacob Blake Sr. 
talks to a crowd at a rally Saturday in 
Kenosha.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — UW-
Eau Claire students will 
start their fall semester 

on Wednesday, returning stu-
dents to classrooms that had 
been empty since the univer-
sity went online-only in mid-
March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Interim UW System President 
Tommy Thompson — a former 
Wisconsin governor appointed in 
July to oversee the state’s public 
universities — spoke to reporters 
Monday afternoon about corona-
virus precautions put in place at 
college campuses.

“We feel very strongly that 
we should open up,” Thompson 
said, speaking via videoconference from 
an operations room where COVID-19 
updates come in daily from all 13 univer-
sities in the system.

A robust virus testing program, allow-
ing the flexibility to take online cours-
es, creating areas for quarantining and 
discouraging large gatherings of students 
are parts of the strategy intended to keep 
campuses open through fall.

“We think our testing is probably the 
best of any university in the U.S. right 
now,” said Thompson, who served as the 
nation’s health and human services sec-
retary under President George W. Bush.

UW-Madison has its own $8 million 
COVID-19 testing program, while the 
other 12 universities in the UW System 
will split $32 million allocated by Gov. 
Tony Evers, according to a news re-
lease issued in early August. Outside of 
Madison, the funding will include about 
350,000 tests, primarily those intended to 
get fast results for students who live in 
on-campus dormitories.

“We want to know if there’s a spike. 

The only way we’ll know if a spike is 
coming is doing testing,” Thompson 
said.

Every two weeks the UW System is 
planning to use antigen testing — a meth-
od that gets a result back in 15 minutes, 
but can produce false negatives — for 
those students in dormitories. Students 
who get positive antigen test results 
would be told to then get a PCR test, 
which are known to be more accurate 
but can take a day or longer to get results 
back from a lab.

Testing statistics will be posted online 
for each campus starting Sept. 8 on a 
public UW System website.

“We want to be transparent,” 
Thompson said.

A website just for UW-Madison 
is already operational, showing 
117 positive cases out of the 8,845 
COVID-19 tests administered on 
campus since early August.

Universities also have agree-
ments with their local public 
health departments for help with 

contact tracing when coronavirus cases 
occur.

This week the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department is training a team of 
UW-Eau Claire employees who will serve 
as contact tracers for cases that emerge 
on campus, according to health director 
Lieske Giese. Her staff will take care of 
reaching out to people in the rest of the 
community who came in contact with a 
person who has COVID-19.

Maintaining space
In a normal year, about 175,000 stu-

dents attend UW System universities and 
colleges. This year is trending closer to 
170,000, Thompson said, but he didn’t 
rule out more people enrolling later in 
the academic year after watching how 
the fall semester turns out.

However, he noted that about 5% of 
on-campus housing will be reserved for 
students isolating and quarantining due 
to COVID-19. UW-Eau Claire, for in-
stance, is using its Putnam Hall dormito-
ry exclusively for those cases.

READY 
TO ROLL

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

UW-Eau Claire sophomore Erin Raygo of Stevens Point pushes a cart full of her belong-
ings Monday morning with her mom, Janet Raygo, toting luggage on the way to The 
Suites dormitory on the UW-Eau Claire campus. Students moved their belongings into 
their dorm rooms during August and will go to their first day of classes on Wednesday.

Thompson
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UW System leader outlines COVID-19 
measures as UW-EC’s first day nears
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