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STAY HEALTHY
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SOLO SHOW

Dan Reiland

Aaron Dorf of Augusta plays his saxophone Thursday at the Eau Claire Downtown Farm-
ers Market in Phoenix Park. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Experts say 
there’s been a significant drop 
in cancer screenings and cancer 
diagnoses since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But Chippewa Valley medical 
experts say it’s safe for most 
people to come back to hospi-
tals for screenings — and say 
that skipping a yearly or sched-
uled cancer screening could 
have long-lasting consequences.

“This is an evolving situation, 
but at this moment we recom-

mend continuing with 
screenings,” said Dr. 
Martha Hidalgo, internal 
medicine physician at 
Marshfield Medical Cen-
ter-Eau Claire, adding 
that patients who are 
immunosuppressed or in 
a high-risk category for 
the virus should consult 
their doctors before 
in-person appointments.

In March and April, 
before the federal 
government had wide-
ly asked people to 
wear face coverings, 
hospitals across the 
country braced for an influx of 
COVID-19 patients and asked 
people to reschedule their 
non-emergency visits.

As a result, cancer screenings 
and cancer diagnoses dropped 

off, studies indicate.
Health insurance 

claims for mammo-
grams, X-rays of the 
breast to look for early 
signs of breast cancer, 
went down by 87% 
between February and 
April, according to 
health data firm IQVIA 
Institute for Human Data 
Science. Claims for pap 
smears were down by 
83%; claims for colonos-
copies dropped by 90%.

Providers at HSHS 
Sacred Heart Hospital’s 
Prevea Cancer Center 

in Eau Claire noticed a dip in 
regular cancer screenings, said 
Jessica Gugel, an oncologist 
nurse navigator at the hospital’s 
Prevea Cancer Center.

“Hospitals and health systems 

cut back on those services, and 
initially didn’t recommend peo-
ple come in for fear of big out-
breaks,” Gugel said. “Thankfully, 
here in Eau Claire, we were able 
to manage patients that came in 
needing care for COVID-19, but 
we did say, let’s just put on the 
brakes for a minute and make 
sure that when we do bring 
people in, it’s a safe place for 
them to be.”

A report from Wiscon-
sin-based medical software 
developer Epic drew a similar 
conclusion: Breast, colon and 
cervical cancer screenings 
dropped significantly in spring. 
People missed 285,000 breast 
cancer screenings alone in the 
U.S. between mid-March and 
late May, according to the Epic 
study.

Studies: Cancer screenings 
drop amid virus pandemic

Local doctors 
say missing 

screenings could 
be serious
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HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) 
— Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden and 
President 
Donald 
Trump spent 
Monday 
diminishing 
each other’s 
credentials on 
the economy 
and under-
standing of 
the American 
worker as the 
presidential 
campaign en-
tered its final, 
post-Labor 
Day stretch.

While 
workers live 
by an “American code,” 
Biden said Trump “lives by 
a code of lies, greed and 
selfishness” as he met with 
labor leaders in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, a key swing 
state. 

Labor day 
blitz shows 
urgency of 
campaign

Harris and 
Pence make Wis. 

visits; Biden 
and Trump spar 
over economy

By Anna Marie Lux

The Janesville Gazette

JANESVILLE (AP) — Painting a 
heart is often the highlight of Sue 
Cullen’s day.

The longtime member of the 
Janesville Art League has painted 
at least 10 in recent months. Her fa-
vorite features an image of Earth at 
its center, with the words “love” and 
“hope” circling the fragile planet.

On the outside of the heart’s pe-
rimeter are hands, big and small, in-
cluding those of Cullen’s grandkids.

The heart greets people entering 
the Janesville Police Department 
and stands next to another reading: 
“Thank you. You are the heartbeat 
of our community.”

Cullen is one of many local artists 
and community members who have 
painted more than 60 hearts. Each 
is a sincere thank-you to city health 
care providers and other front-line 
workers who risk their lives be-
cause of COVID-19, The Janesville 
Gazette reported.

The Rock County Historical Soci-
ety and the art league got together 
this spring to thank and offer sup-
port to medical personnel and first 
responders at Mercyhealth Hospital 
and Trauma Center with a project 
called #HeartArt.

Artists decorated plywood 
hearts and showcased them on the 
grounds of the Lincoln Tallman 
Restorations, where they are visible 
to workers at the Mercyhealth cam-
pus across the street.

“We put them on our property 
so they would see them coming in 
and out of work,” said Tim Maahs, 
historical society executive director.

Eventually, the art league con-
tacted SSM Health St Mary’s Hospi-
tal-Janesville for permission to place 
hearts at its staff and main entrances.
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