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BIG BOOK OF JOBS
COMING JULY 20

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Joe Biden welcomed a 
crowd to the White House lawn 
Monday to showcase a new law 
meant to reduce gun violence, 
celebrating “real progress” after 
years of inaction. But he also 
lamented the country remains 
“awash in weapons of war” — 
with the 16-day-old law already 
overshadowed by yet another 
horrific mass shooting.

The bill, passed after re-
cent gun rampages in Buffalo, 
New York, and Uvalde, Texas, 
incrementally toughens require-
ments for young people buying 
guns, denies firearms to more 
domestic abusers and helps lo-
cal authorities temporarily take 
weapons from people judged to 
be dangerous.

But the “celebration” Mon-
day morning came a week after 
a gunman in Highland Park, 
Illinois, killed seven people at 
an Independence Day parade, 
a stark reminder of the limita-
tions of the new law in address-
ing the American phenomenon 

of mass gun violence. And it 
comes as Democratic governors 
have taken up the mantle of 
offering outrage in the face of 
gun violence.

Biden hosted hundreds of 

guests on the South Lawn, 
including a bipartisan group 
of lawmakers who crafted and 
supported the legislation, state 
and local officials — including 
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker and 

Highland Park Mayor Nancy 
Rotering — and the families of 
victims of both mass shootings 
and everyday gun violence.

“Because of your work, your 
advocacy, your courage, lives 
will be saved today and tomor-
row because of this,” Biden said.

“We will not save every 
life from the epidemic of gun 
violence,” he added, “But if this 
law had been in place years ago, 
even this last year, lives would 
have been saved.”

Still, Biden said, “we’re living 
in a country awash in weapons 
of war.” He repeated his call on 
Congress to pass a federal ban 
on assault weapons and high ca-
pacity ammunition magazines — 
or at minimum to require more 
stringent background checks 
and training before purchases.

He also said Congress should 
pass legislation to hold gun 
owners legally accountable if 
their weapons are improperly 
stored and are used to commit 
violence. 

Biden celebration of new gun 
law clouded by latest shooting

Associated Press

President Joe Biden speaks during an event to celebrate the passage 
of the “Bipartisan Safer Communities Act,” a law meant to reduce 
gun violence, on the South Lawn of the White House on Monday in 
Washington. 

By Avery Shanahan
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — 
The newly-ren-
ovated L.E. Phil-

lips Memorial Library 
is set to reopen after 
Labor Day, and Monday 
offered a sneak peek of 
the expanded facility.

Library staff and represen-
tatives from MRS Design and 
Market and Johnson provided 
local media with a look at 
some of the updates Monday, 
along with the remaining 
timeline.

“As you’ll see today, our big 
renovation project is wrapping 

up,” said Nancy Kerr, the newly 
appointed library director. 
“Construction began in May of 
2021, and our partners at Market 
and Johnson have kept us on 
time and on budget.”

Kerr expressed gratitude to 
the individuals and business-
es that generously donated $7 
million to the Story Builder 
Capital Campaign. The addi-
tional funding, coupled with the 
$11.5 million invested by the city, 
allowed the construction of a 
third floor and the inclusion of 
modern innovations.

“To raise so much in only 
a few short years, and during 
a global pandemic, has been 
amazing. I hope the community 
feels true ownership over this 
fabulous new building,” Kerr 
said.

Library set to return 
home in the fall

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library renovation in its final stages 

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Mike Shea, Market and Johnson project manager, gave a tour of the second floor of the L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library in Eau Claire 
on Monday.

Lauren Gardner, left, of MSR Design in Minneapolis, Minn., explained 
some of the L.E. Phillips Public Library new amenities while on the 
rooftop patio in on Monday next to new Library Director Nancy Kerr, 
center, and Library Deputy Director Shelly Collins-Fuerbringer.

See GUNS • PAGE A2

See LIBRARY • PAGE A2

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Using $1 
million in COVID-19 pan-
demic-recov-
ery funds to 
help address 
PFAS contam-
ination at the 
city’s wellfield 
prompted 
questions 
from Eau 
Claire City 
Council mem-
bers on Mon-
day night.

Council-
man Andrew 
Werthmann 
was the most 
vocal about 
that item in 
City Manager 
Stephanie Hirsch’s proposal 
for using $13.5 million com-
ing to Eau Claire through 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act.

aRPa 
proposal 
draws 

questions
Councilman asks 
if COVID recovery 
funds should go 

toward PFAS work

Werthmann

Hoffer

See ARPA • PAGE A2


