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details opening plans
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Many anglers will be 
navigating unfamil-
iar waters for the 

opening of Wisconsin’s 2020 
game fish season.

With outdoor activity considered 
“essential” under Gov. Tony Evers’ saf-
er-at-home order intended to limit the 
spread of COVID-19, the fishing season 
will kick off as usual Saturday despite 
most aspects of life seeming anything 
but usual this spring.

In addition to the most obvious dif-
ference — the presence of a coronavirus 
pandemic that has killed more than 
300 people and generated nearly 7,000 
positive tests in Wisconsin — anglers 
are hearing atypical advice from state 
Department of Natural Resources offi-
cials for this weekend.

The agency is urging people to fish 
close to home, add hand sanitizer to 
their tackle boxes and avoid getting too 
close to other anglers whether casting 
from a boat, dock or shoreline.

“We’re asking anglers to maintain 
their social distancing — to keep 6 feet 
between themselves and others not 
in their household,” said Joseph Ger-
byshak, a DNR fisheries biologist in the 
Eau Claire area. “One good tip is to use 
their fishing rod as a gauge because a lot 
of rods are about 6 feet long.”

The DNR also is encouraging 
anglers not to travel in the same 
vehicle as people from outside their 

household and to wash or sanitize 
their hands often, particularly after 
touching hand rails, boat launches 
or public piers, said Gerbyshak, who 
has spent recent weeks working on 
data analysis from home in-
stead of performing his usual 
pre-opener duties focused on 
monitoring fisheries in Eau 
Claire, Chippewa, Dunn and 
Pepin counties.

The goal of all of this, of 
course, is ensure that people 
have fun and stay safe at the 
same time, he said.

In this unprecedented year, 
that means encouraging people 
to catch fish but to take pre-
cautions so they don’t catch the new 
coronavirus.

“This year anglers will find them-
selves experiencing a non-traditional 
fishing opener,” Justine Hasz, director of 
the DNR’s Bureau of Fisheries Manage-
ment, said in a news release. “Instead of 
traveling to their favorite spot, they will 
create a new tradition of fishing closer 
to home and finding new local spots to 
catch a fish or two.”

This fishing opener definitely feels 
a lot different for Mike Buroker even 
though it’s his 35th as owner of Buro-
ker’s Taxidermy, Bait & Tackle in Eau 
Claire. With his business not considered 
essential, the only way Buroker can 
serve his customers is through curbside 
service and his 24/7 vending machine 
that dispenses a variety of bait and 
tackle.

“It’s difficult. When somebody wants 
hooks and sinkers, you can imagine the 
challenge,” said Buroker, who considers 

it unfair that customers are allowed to 
enter big box and hardware stores that 
offer fishing gear but can’t go inside 
his small shop. “A lot of times people 
don’t know what they want until they’re 

looking at it.”
Still, Buroker said he is 

providing the best service he 
can under the safer-at-home 
restrictions and appreciates the 
customers who are supporting 
his business.

One of those customers, 
Troy Prill of Eau Claire, said 
he is used to taking COVID-19 
precautions for work and isn’t 
too worried about exposure 
while fishing the opener with 

his father Saturday on Lake Menomin in 
Menomonie.

Prill ruled out fishing up north to stay 
closer to home and because he expects 
some lakes and boat landings to get 
crowded this weekend.

“The DNR says everybody should 
respect everybody’s space at boat 
landings, but I think it will cause some 
problems,” Prill said, predicting that 
some anglers may not react well to 
someone telling them to keep their 
distance.

Despite his intent to practice social 
distancing, Prill acknowledged that he 
won’t hesitate to help if his dad gets a 
big fish on or if they run across some-
one who gets hurt.

Keng Her of Eau Claire said he is 
excited to go fishing this weekend and 
believes it will be a welcome diversion 
from the stress of dealing with the 
COVID-19 crisis.

FISHING OPENER 
UNLIKE ALL OTHERS

DNR urges anglers to stay close to home,  
keep their distance amid pandemic

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Rodney Crist fishes Half Moon Lake in Eau Claire from his kayak on Thursday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Chip-
pewa Falls Mayor Greg Hoffman 
understands why the Rice Lake 
City Council approved a resolu-
tion this week to invite businesses 
to reopen ahead of the state’s May 
26 timeline, but he isn’t pushing 
for a similar measure in his city.

“We’ve thought about it,” Hoff-
man said. “We had discussions 
with public health and police, 
and we are going to continue to 
follow guidelines.”

He added: “I think (Rice Lake) 
is going to run into trouble with 
the state.”

Hoffman said he hasn’t brought 
any proposals to the council, and 
no council members have 
suggested one to him.

“I can appreciate it,” 
Hoffman said of the Rice 
Lake resolution. “I’ve talk-
ed to the business owners, 
the restaurants. They all 
have a genuine concern of 
what this would look like. 
We’re all being cautious 
about it.”

Hoffman said he understands 
the temptation to open now. 
Chippewa County has had 21 
positive COVID-19 cases, but 18 
of those people are now show-
ing no symptoms, no one is 
hospitalized, and there haven’t 
been any deaths.

“I know a lot of citizens 
are getting tired of it, but that 
doesn’t mean we can run out 
and do what we want,” Hoff-
man said. “Now is not the 

time to throw caution to the 
wind. We’ve been successful in 

northwest Wisconsin in 
minimizing this.”

Eau Claire City Man-
ager Dale Peters didn’t 
want to comment on the 
Rice Lake resolution.

“It’s not our place to 
comment on actions 
taken by other commu-
nities,” Peters said.

It is unlikely a similar measure 
would come forward in Eau 
Claire, he said.

“There are no proposals to 
take action that would be incon-
sistent with the law,” Peters said. 
“As we’ve done from the begin-
ning of this crisis, we will con-
tinue to follow the orders issued 
by Gov. Evers. It’s the law — it’s 
not optional or voluntary.”

Peters added: “Everyone 
would like to return to normal, 
but it should be done applying 

data and metrics in a uniform 
manner.”

Compliance in Rice Lake
The Rice Lake resolution 

passed on a 5-4 vote with 
Mayor Mike Diercks casting the 
tie-breaking vote. The resolution 
appears to allow all businesses 
to reopen and advises city police 
to enforce state laws at their own 
discretion.

Diercks didn’t return calls for 
comment Thursday.

The plan doesn’t have support 
from the Barron County Public 
Health Department or the Sher-
iff’s Office.

Barron County Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald said he’s been in close 
contact with the Rice Lake Police 
Department, and no businesses 
attempted to open Thursday that 
would have been in violation of 
the state’s stay-at-home orders.

Local officials won’t push  
for proposals to open early

Rice Lake allowing 
businesses  

to restart before 
May 26

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Bleak new figures Thursday 
underscored the worldwide 
economic pain inflicted by 
the coronavirus: The num-
ber of Americans filing for 
unemployment benefits has 
climbed past a staggering 
30 million, while Europe’s 
economies have gone into 
an epic slide.

And as bad as the num-
bers are, some are already 
outdated because of the lag 
in gathering data, and the 
true economic picture is al-
most certainly much worse.

The statistics are likely 
to stoke the debate over 
whether to ease the lock-
downs that have closed 
factories and other busi-
nesses. While many states 
and countries have pressed 
ahead, health officials have 
warned of the danger of a 
second wave of infection, 
and some employers and 
employees have expressed 
fear of going back to work 
when large numbers of peo-
ple are still dying.

In the U.S., the government 
reported that 3.8 million laid-
off workers applied for jobless 
benefits last week, raising 
the total to 30.3 million in the 
six weeks since the outbreak 
took hold. The layoffs amount 
to 1 in 6 American workers 
and encompass more people 
than the entire population of 
Texas.

Jobless 
claims 

soar past 
30 million

Virus also 
producing grim 

numbers in 
Europe

See VIRUS  Page 2A
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