
» Sharing her sorrow
A young pastor talked about de-
pression and then killed himself. 
His widow wants to help others 
by telling the story. Page 5A

» Eau Claire jobless 
rate continues decline
It had fourth-lowest unemploy-
ment rate in November among 
state’s 32 top cities. Page 1B
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’18 local stories
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» Buckshot December issue

Streets are  
mostly clear of ice, 

but more snow  
possible as we near 

the new year/1B

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

W
hen B.J. Hollars re-
flects on the Chippewa 
Valley Writers Guild’s 
summer retreats, the 

most magical moments oc-
curred at the end of a long day.

Writers of all sorts — poets, 
journalists, fiction and nonfic-
tion authors, playwrights — 
would gather to commiserate 
after a long day of creating and 

honing their craft together, 
within Cirenaica, a country 
lodge tucked away just south 
of Fall Creek.

Now, as Hollars, Guild 
founder and director, looks 
ahead to the fourth year of 
summer residencies, he’s all 
the more excited, as the Guild 
will be trading the intimate 
oasis that was Cirenaica for 
UW-Eau Claire’s Priory Hall.

Writers Guild retreat 
moving to Priory Hall
UW-Eau Claire location has space to 

accommodate growing number of people 
with dreams of honing their writing craft

Contributed photo by Justin W. Patchin

A group of aspiring writers gather at the Chippewa Valley Writers Guild’s 2018 Cirenaica Writers’ Retreat. The guild has announced some 
changes to the residency program for next summer.

Contributed photo

The 2019 Chippewa Valley Writers Guild’s 2019 summer 
writers retreat will be at UW-Eau Claire’s Priory Hall a 
few miles outside of downtown Eau Claire. The program 
was hosted at the Cirenaica property south of Fall Creek 
for the last three years.

Hollars

See RETREAT  Page 2A

By Juliet Linderman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
end of 2018 seemed to signal 
good things to come for 
America’s farmers. Fresh 
off the passage of the farm 
bill, which reauthorized 
agriculture, conservation 
and safety net programs, 
the USDA last week an-
nounced a second round of 
direct payments to growers 
hardest hit by President 
Donald Trump’s trade war 
with China.

Then the government 
shut down.

The USDA in a statement 
issued last week assured 
farmers that checks would 
continue to go out during 
the first week of the shut-
down. But direct payments 
for farmers who haven’t 
certified production, as well 
as farm loans and disaster 
assistance programs, will be 
put on hold beginning next 

week and won’t start up 
again until the government 
reopens.

There is little chance of 
the government shutdown 
ending soon. Trump and 
Congress are no closer to 
reaching a deal over his 
demand for border wall 
funding, and both sides say 
the impasse could drag well 
into January.

Although certain vital 
USDA programs will remain 
operational in the short 
term, that could change if 
the shutdown lasts for more 
than a few weeks.

The Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, 
or food stamps, helps feed 

roughly 40 million Amer-
icans. According to the 
USDA, eligible recipients 
are guaranteed benefits 
through January. Other 
feeding programs, includ-
ing WIC, which provides 
food aid and nutrition 
counseling for pregnant 
women, new mothers and 
children, and food distri-
bution programs on Indian 
reservations, will continue 
on a local level, but ad-
ditional federal funding 
won’t be provided. School 
lunch programs will con-
tinue through February.

USDA has earmarked 
about $9.5 billion in direct 
payments for growers of 
soybeans, corn, wheat, 
sorghum and other com-
modities most affected 
by tariffs. The first round 
of payments went out in 
September. 

The deadline to sign up 
for the second round of 
payments is Jan. 15.

Aid to farmers 
may be blocked

Fed payments, loans, disaster assistance programs 
will go on hold until the government reopens

PARTIAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court began its 
term with the tumultuous 
confirmation of Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, followed 
by a studied avoidance of 
drama on the high court 
bench — especially any-
thing that would divide 
the five conservatives and 
four liberals.

The justices have been 
unusually solicitous of 
each other in the court-
room since Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation, and several 
have voiced concern that 
the public perceives the 
court as merely a political 
institution. Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts seems 
determined to lead the 
one Washington institu-
tion that stays above the 
political fray. 

The next few weeks will 
test whether the calm can 
last.

Will 
High 
Court 

keep its 
cool?
Upcoming 

high-profile 
appeals could 

foster divisions

See COURT  Page 2A

INSIDE
 » Trump threatens to 

close border between 
Mexico and U.S. if 
Democrats don’t 
agree to fund wall/3A

By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin  
and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The partial 
government shutdown will almost 
certainly be handed off to a divid-
ed government to solve in the new 
year, as President Donald Trump 
sought to raise the stakes Friday 
and both parties traded blame in the 
weeklong impasse.

Agreement eludes Washington 
in the waning days of the Republi-
can monopoly on power, and that 
sets up the first big confrontation 
between Trump and newly empow-
ered Democrats. Trump is sticking 
with his demand for money to build 

Parties 
trade 

blame for 
impasse
No deal in sight as 
Dems prepare to 
take over House

See IMPASSE  Page 2A


