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More 
school 
monies 
wanted

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Gov. Tony 
Evers campaigned on 
the promise to increase 
funding for public schools 
by $1.4 billion, and now 
a bipartisan legislative 
task force that heard from 
parents, teachers and 
others across Wisconsin is 
also calling for significant 
increases in state spending 
and local property taxes.

Commission co-chair 
Sen. Luther Olsen, a Re-
publican from Ripon who 
also chairs the Senate’s 
Education Committee, said 
Wednesday that he hopes 
the panel’s report released 
last week provides an 
opportunity for Repub-
licans and Democrats to 
work with Evers on school 
funding.

“I don’t think any of this 
stuff is going to be easy,” 
Olsen said. “I would like 

Bipartisan task 
force, Evers  

both calling for 
funding hike

Rising like an eagle
By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

Once listed on the state 
federal endangered spe-
cies lists, bald eagles con-
tinue a strong comeback 
as the bird’s population 
numbers in Wisconsin 
are soaring.

Nesting surveys 
conducted last year by 
state Department of 
Natural Resources staff 
show a record number 
of nesting bald eagles, 

with 1,695 nests occupied 
by breeding adults. That 
figure topped the nesting 
total of the previous year 
by 105.

The total is significant-
ly higher than in 1974, the 
first year surveys were 
conducted. At that time, 
just 108 nests were docu-
mented statewide.

“Bald eagles have made 
a remarkable comeback 
in Wisconsin,” said 

Bald eagles continue population comeback in the state amid protections

A pair of bald eagles 
rest after feeding 
their two eaglets 
atop a white pine 
tree in Putnam Park 
in Eau Claire. Eau 
Claire County was 
home to 10 bald 
eagle nests in 2018, 
according to surveys 
conducted by the 
state Department of 
Natural Resources.
Staff file photo 
by Dan Reiland

Keeping 
it local

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

O
ne year after announc-
ing plans to relocate 
to Water Street, the 
list of possible future 

locations for Just Local Food 
Cooperative has expanded.

Operators of the small, 
member owned co-op that 
features locally produced foods 

said last January they hoped to 
move to space in the Aspenson 
Mogensen Hall building at 222 
Water St. Just Local Food has 
outgrown its cramped quarters 
at Washington and South Far-
well streets and could expand 
to meet customer needs at a 
larger location.

Since then, two other possi-
ble locations have popped up. 
Earlier this year, city officials 

chose Eau Claire developers 
Pablo Properties to develop 
Block 7, a large downtown 
parking lot just east of Phoenix 
Park, as well as a site east of a 
nearby parking ramp.

A grocery has been part 
of previous redevelopment 
discussions at Block 7, and 
Just Local Food officials said 
they would be interested in 
considering a move there. Julia 

Johnson, a partner in Pablo 
Properties, said Pablo plans 
a grocery at Block 7 and has 
discussed that idea with Just 
Local Food.

“We are supportive of any 
downtown grocery options,” 
she said.

Last month, another Eau 
Claire developer, JCap Real 

Small member owned co-op considering a move to 1 of 3 sites

Eau Claire 
resident Kim 

Schmidt shops 
Wednesday at Just 

Local Food Co-
operative, 1117 S. 
Farwell St. A year 

ago, store officials 
announced a 

planned move to 
Water Street, but 

now two down-
town locations 

are in the mix for 
a possible new 

store. View more 
photos at Leader 

Telegram 
Photos.com.

Staff photos 
by Dan Reiland

Just Local Food Cooperative has outgrown its small 
quarters at Washington and South Farwell streets.
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Fake news handoffs:
By Seth Borenstein

AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — 
Sharing false information 
on Facebook is old.

People older than 65 

and ultra conservatives 
shared about seven times 
more fake information 
masquerading as news on 
the social media site than 
younger adults, moder-
ates and super liberals 
during the 2016 election 

season, a new study finds.
The first major study 

to look at who is sharing 
links from debunked 
sites finds that not many 
people are doing it. On 
average, only 8.5 percent 
of those studied — about 

1 person out of 12 — 
shared false information 
during the 2016 campaign, 
according to the study in 
Wednesday’s journal Sci-
ence Advances. But those 
doing it tend to be older 
and more conservative.

“For something to be 
viral you’ve got to know 
who shares it,” said study 
co-author Jonathan Na-
gler, a politics professor 
and co-director of the 

Elderly, conservatives shared 
more Facebook fakery in ’16
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