
Pete Buttigieg, left, is joined by his  
husband, UW-Eau Claire graduate Chasten 
Buttigieg, before announcing his candidacy for 
the Democratic presidential nomination during 
a political rally last month in South Bend, Ind.
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By Eric Lindquist
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T
heater student Chasten Buttigieg grew 
accustomed to being in the spotlight as 
a regular performer in plays at UW-
Eau Claire.

But the audience size has increased exponen-
tially for his latest role.

Chasten, the husband of Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Pete Buttigieg, is hoping to break 
ground by becoming the nation’s inaugural first 
gentleman.

Indeed, the August 2014 graduate of UW-Eau 
Claire and his spouse, the mayor of South Bend, 
Ind., were pictured on the cover of the May 
13 issue of Time magazine under the headline 
“First Family.”

Chasten, whose last name was Glezman when 
he studied theater and global studies at UW-Eau 
Claire, has been no shrinking violet in the early 
days of the campaign. He has amassed 323,000 
followers on Twitter, generated significant me-
dia coverage in his own right and been a fixture 
alongside “Mayor Pete” on the campaign trail.
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Before pancreatic cancer final-
ly got the best of Tricia Tollefson 
eight years ago, she and her 
husband, Jeff, set up a 
scholarship program 
to send a couple 
Altoona elementary 
and middle school 
students a year to 
Camp Manitou.

It was a dream 
Tricia never got to 
enjoy but wanted to 
make come true for 
kids who couldn’t 
afford to attend the 
Eau Claire YMCA’s 
spectacular camp on the shore 
of Long Lake near New Auburn.

The 8izgr8 Camp Come True 
scholarship, named after Tricia’s 
favorite number (and the date 

of her birthday, wedding day 
and surgery date), has helped 21 
kids make memories at Camp 
Manitou, with Jeff and Altoona 
school counselor Brooke Kaldor 
typically selecting the lucky 

recipients from among 
about a half dozen 
applicants annually.

This year was always 
going to be different 
— as Jeff thought it 
would be fitting to end 
the 8izgr8 program 
after eight years — but 
even he was surprised 
at how it would play 
out.

When Jeff picked 
up the unusually large 

stack of “Why I would like to go 
to Camp Manitou” essays from 
Kaldor on a Friday this spring, 
she informed him she couldn’t 
help him narrow the field to 

two winners. The essays, she 
said, were all too good and the 
kids all too deserving. With the 
awards scheduled to be handed 

out the following Monday, Jeff 
was in a pickle.

HaPPy CaMPERS Scholarship program keeps creating  
camp memories for area children
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Associated Press

Above: Democratic presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg, right, and his 
husband, Chasten Buttigieg, left, speak May 5 with former President Jimmy 
Carter in Plains, Ga. At right: UW-Eau Claire graduate Chasten Buttigieg, 
left, and his husband Pete Buttigieg appear on the cover of the May 13 issue 
of Time magazine.
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OSHKOSH — Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers’ 
spokeswoman accused 
Republican legislative lead-
ers Saturday of refusing to 
work with the governor’s 
chief of staff because she 
is a woman, leading the 
GOP lawmakers to call 
the charge “asinine” and 
“clueless.”

The back and forth came 
after Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos and Senate 
Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald detailed at the 
Wisconsin Republican 
Party convention what 
they said was a strained 
relationship with the new 
governor, who is in his fifth 
month in office. Vos called 
Evers “out of touch” and 
Fitzgerald said his office 
hasn’t figured out how to 
work with lawmakers.

“There’s a real discon-
nect on all different levels 
with this governor,” Fitz-
gerald said. Fitzgerald said 
he and Vos have only met 
with Evers twice for five 
minutes since January.
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Campers at the Eau Claire YMCA’s Camp Manitou in Chippewa 
County take on the legendary “mud hike,” a unique feature of the 
camp, which has provided full or partial scholarships to more than 
1,000 kids in the past five years.

INDEX
Business  ................................1C
Classifieds  .............................1d
Crossword  .............................5E
Community  ...........................7a
dear abby  .............................5E
Horoscope  .............................3d
Moments  ................................5E
Obituaries  ......................4a, 5a
Opinion  ..................................1E
Public notices  ...........1d, 3d, 4d
Region  ...................................3a
Sports  ....................................1B
Sudoku ...................................3d
Travel  ....................................6E
Valley arts  ............................3E
Weather  ...............................10C
Wonderword  .........................1d

HWY 10 & I-94

888.875.7618

OS S EOAU TO.COM
Spec Pederson

OWNER

Shawn Pederson
SALES MANAGER

Shannon Giacomino
SALES

Les Vold
SALES

Greg Pettis
SALES

Presley Giese
SALES

Nathan Marsden
SALES

David Anderson
FINANCE MANAGER

Brandon Jasper
SALES


