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TODAY

A
s anybody who has 
braved the elements or 
even looked out a win-

dow lately realizes, the Chip-
pewa Valley has been buried in 
snow over the past two weeks.

We got so much snow, in 
fact, that the 28.4 inches that 
fell on Eau Claire in the first 12 
days of February set a snowfall 
record for the city — for the 
entire month of February dating 
back to when records began in 
1893, according to the National 
Weather Service.

While that may no longer be 
“stop the presses” news now that 
residents and local government 
crews have spent countless 

hours shoveling, blowing and 
plowing it out of the way so they 
can get on with their lives, I can’t 
resist sharing how the press liter-
ally stopped this newsman from 
clearing my driveway. Misery 
loves company, right?

My misadventure began with 
our latest major snowstorm — 
the one that dumped a blanket 
of white 10 inches deep over my 
60-yard-long driveway on Tues-
day and prompted my editor 
to call early that morning and 
suggest I work from home to 

avoid getting stuck on the way 
to the office, as happened to our 
first reporter who attempted 
the trek.

I spent the day calling all over 
the region to learn about the 
impacts of the storm and then 
writing about it. I didn’t even 
take time to trudge through the 
snow to collect my morning 
Leader-Telegram (Lesson No. 1: 
Always get the newspaper) or 
plow my own driveway.

Devouring  
the news
Consuming headlines encouraged — but not with your snowblower 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A bundled-up Roger Tubbs clears snow from sidewalks last week near Grace Barstow Apartments in Eau Claire. A similar opera-
tion didn’t go nearly as smoothly for Leader-Telegram special projects reporter Eric Lindquist.

By DON BABWIN and 

CARYN ROUSSEAU

Associated Press

AURORA, Ill. — The 
man who gunned down 
five co-workers and 
wounded a sixth at a 
suburban Chicago man-
ufacturing warehouse 
before shooting and 
wounding five police 
officers brought his gun 
to a meeting in which he 
was going to be fired, au-
thorities said Saturday.

Because Gary Mar-
tin brought his gun 
to Friday’s meeting at 
the sprawling Henry 
Pratt Co. warehouse in 
Aurora, he likely knew 
he might be about to 
lose the job he had held 
for 15 years, police Chief 
Kristen Ziman said at a 
news conference.

Ziman said she didn’t 
know what had been 
conveyed to Martin, 
why he was being fired 
or whether he had 
shown up for his regular 
shift or was there just 
for the meeting. 

OFF BEAT

ERIC LINDQUIST

eric.lindquist@ecpc.com

Ill. gunman 
likely knew 
of his firing
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By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

BARRON — Growing up in 
the country 15 minutes outside of 
Birchwood, 26-year-old Saman-
tha Suriano never locked her 
doors.

But after James and Denise 
Closs were shot to death and 
their 13-year-old daughter Jayme 
mysteriously disappeared from 
their rural Barron home on Oct. 
15, everything changed.

The day Suriano heard about 
the deadly shooting, she began 
locking her doors at all times. 
She watched the news constant-
ly, hoping for Jayme’s return 
though she’d never met her or 
the family. She worried about 
her infant daughter Aria’s future 
nearly constantly.

“When I heard about it, my 
heart dropped immediately,” 
the Barron resident recalled 

Saturday, instantly frowning 
at the memory. “I was always 
looking around me and I was 
just on edge. It was almost like 
when you walked around Barron 
you’d be thinking of the different 
places she would be if she were 
here and safe. And I remember 
just thinking it was really crazy 

that something like this would 
happen in our town.”

Although it’s been just over a 
month since Jayme miraculous-
ly escaped from suspect Jake 
Patterson’s Gordon home, where 
she’d been held captive for 88 
days, the Rev. Ron Matthews of 
Barron’s First Lutheran Church 

knew some residents of Barron 
and other nearby communities 
are continuing to grieve and 
move past the case as they move 
into recovery.

So he organized “Our Resilient 
Community,” a seminar focused 
on managing grief and loss held 
Saturday morning at the Barron 
Area Community Center.

That recovery has manifested 
differently in everyone, Mat-
thews said. For some, recovery 
looked like throwing a large 
celebration for Jayme. For others, 
it’s been a bit more difficult to 
process.

“There’s a strong mix of emo-
tions right now,” Matthews said. 
“We’re happy and celebrating 
that she was found, but many 
members of the community are 
still grieving. We had two people 
who tragically lost their lives. 
We still have students living in 
fear, a month after she’s been 
found. Parents are also living in 
fear around the whole nature of 
this tragic event that took place.”

The seminar on Saturday 
featured the Rev. Kal Rissman, 
a grief and addiction expert of 
Alexandria, Ind. Although Jayme 
has, thankfully, returned to Bar-
ron, Rissman said the communi-
ty is certainly continuing to face 
loss and grief.

See SHOOTING  Page 2A

A community forever altered
Their prayers were 

answered when 
Jayme came home 

last month. But that 
doesn’t mean the 

grieving process is 
over, expert says

Staff file photo by Dan Reiland

Barron County Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald held up a photo of the suspect 
in the kidnapping of Jayme Closs, identified as 21-year-old Jake Thomas 
Patterson of Gordon, during a press conference on Jan. 11. A little over a 
month since Jayme’s escape, the Barron community continues to heal.

See JAYME  Page 7A
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