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» Historical district 
planned for CF
Dozens of homes would be  
covered on Chippewa Falls’ 
west hill. Page 3A

» Sign of spring
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season vegetable. Page 8A
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BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound
- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel

MORE INSIDE

MADISON (AP) — Mad-
ison police want to reduce 
fights and criminal activity 
at campus-area bars by 
limiting the number of 
establishments that allow 
customers in after 1:30 a.m.

City police last year 
restricted seven bars near 
the University of Wiscon-
sin from letting people in 
after 1:30 a.m. on Friday 
and Saturday nights, the 
Wisconsin State Journal 
reported.

Madison officials are 
considering requiring nine 
other establishments to fol-
low the same rule, starting 
July 1.

Police Capt. Jason Freed-
man said the no-late-entry 
policy was implemented 
following an increase in 
police calls to downtown 
in recent years.

Freedman said the area 
near campus has started 
seeing more non-college 
residents, some of whom 
are gang-affiliated or 
armed.

Police seek to 
limit number 
of late-night 

bars in 
Madison

Reducing fights, 
crime is the goal

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

West-central Wisconsin had 
four of Wisconsin’s 10 fast-
est-growing counties in 2018.

New population estimates 
released recently by the U.S. 
Census Bureau show that 
Pierce County ranked No. 2, 
St. Croix No. 3, Dunn No. 7 
and Eau Claire No. 9 in rate 
of growth among Wiscon-
sin’s 72 counties from 2017 to 
2018. The numbers continue 
a long-term trend of strong 
population growth along the 
Interstate 94 corridor between 
Eau Claire and the Twin Cities 
in Minnesota.

During that time period, 
the population of Pierce 
County grew 1.4% to 42,555, 
while St. Croix rose 1.2% 
to 89,694, Dunn climbed 
1% to 45,131 and Eau Claire 

gained 0.8% to 104,534. The 
numbers indicate Eau Claire 
County is the state’s 14th 
largest county.

St. Croix and Eau Claire 
counties ranked in the top 
10 for numerical population 
growth as well. The estimat-

ed 1,087 people added in St. 
Croix County ranked fifth in 
the state, and the 860 added in 
Eau Claire County was sixth.

The robust growth is good 
news for Eau Claire County, 
said Rod Eslinger, the county’s 
planning and development 
director.

“When we have population 
growth, we know that means 
we have a healthy economy,” 
Eslinger said, noting that 
the growth likely has been 
stronger in the cities of Eau 
Claire and Altoona and the 
urban surrounding towns 
than in more rural parts of 
the county.

Eslinger said many people 
are attracted to the amenities 
of Eau Claire and Altoona, as 
well as the many parks and 
waterways in those cities and 
the rest of the county.

Robust region
Census: Eau Claire County ranks in top 10 in state population growth

Staff file photo by Steve Kinderman

Housing construction, such as this twin home K & D Builders 
built last year on North Ninth Street, has been necessary to keep 
up with Eau Claire County’s estimated 5.7% population growth 
since 2010.

SPRING TRAINING

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Eau Claire firefighters from left, Brandon Perron and Dan Schroeder, participate in training Monday at Carson Park in Eau 
Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

The city’s focus on affordable 
housing and a decrease in federal 
grant money for low-income 
causes means some organizations 
that usually rely on those funds 
may not get them this year.

A program run by Western 
Dairyland Community Action 
Agency that aids budding en-
trepreneurs with their start-up 
businesses got $5,800 in federal 
grants through the city in 2018, 

but that’s proposed to drop to $0 
this year.

“I totally see the need 
in this community to ad-
dress affordable housing, 
but we also need to look 
at housing becoming af-
fordable through self-em-
ployment,” said Karman 
Briggs, who runs the local 
organization’s business 
center.

The cut in funding will mean 
fewer one-on-one work with 
entrepreneurs who are usually 
from lower income households 
and fewer scholarships that give 
discounts for those people to at-
tend the business center’s events, 
she said.

Briggs also noted the grant 

money provided through the city 
had been matched by the U.S. 

Small Business Adminis-
tration.

“Even that $6,000 is basi-
cally doubled by the match 
from the SBA,” she said.

Briggs spoke during 
Monday night’s public 
hearing in front of the 
Eau Claire City Council 
on the proposed budget 

for nearly $850,000 that will be 
provided to the city this year by 
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 
That funding comes through the 
Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME programs, 
which are both intended to serve 
lower income areas.

The council reviewed the city’s 
proposed budget for the 2019 
funding and will vote on it at a 
May 28 meeting.

Keith Johnathan, manager of 
the city’s housing division, noted 
that the city had gotten $963,460 
from the programs in 2018.

“Our overall funding has been 
cut by $113,731 from last year,” he 
said.

This year the selection com-
mittee that reviewed proposals 
from outside agencies, busi-
nesses, organizations and city 
departments gave preference to 
programs tied to affordable hous-
ing — a topic the City Council 
has given a lot of attention to in 
the past year.

Federal grant funds drop for city
Emphasis on 

affordable 
housing seen in 

proposal

Johnathan
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Elder Law Team

Attorney
Aric Burch

Attorney
Jessica Merkel

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
Holiday Inn 94 South
4751 Owen Ayres Court
Eau Claire, WI

Offered at 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Register by calling 715.834.3425

Questions that will be addressed:
• Can I protect my house from a nursing home lien?
• Who is eligible for Medicaid/Medical Assistance?
• Is it too late to start planning?
• Will a trust protect my assets?
• Can I get help to pay for assisted living?

LearnwhyWisconsin’s medical assistance lawswill not affect your ability to protect assets


