
B.J. Hollars
Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, and the Weird’’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories  

of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts advocate, husband, father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars
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weekly updates on pandemic. 
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draws to an end. Page 6B
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STAY HEALTHY

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Home-
owners, businesses and 
landlords are 
soon to re-
ceive notices 
of how much 
their property 
values have 
changed fol-
lowing recent 
rises in home 
prices and 
COVID-19 
hurting demand for offices.

About 25,000 assessment 
notices are going in the mail 
today, alerting property 
owners to the new values 
the city will use to calculate 
how much they must pay in 
taxes.

“The goal is all property 
be assessed at fair market 
value,” Finance Director Jay 
Winzenz said.

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

eau Claire 
updates all 
property 
values

Average home 
assessment up 
23% since 2018

Winzenz

See VALUES  Page 2A

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE 
— Brady and 
Jeanne Foust 

share a lifelong love 
of geography and 
the arts.

On Thursday the Fousts 
backed up their matching 
passions with twin $1 million 
gifts — one to Pablo Center 
at the Confluence and the 
other to UW-Eau Claire, 
where Brady taught geogra-
phy for 37 years.

In a news conference 
announcing the donations, 
Brady said he was involved 
with efforts to establish a 
performing arts center in 
Eau Claire starting in the 
1970s and was thrilled to see 
the 2018 opening of Pablo 
Center, which he called “one 
of the gems in the redevel-
opment of downtown Eau 
Claire” and an important 
economic development 
tool. He also noted that he 
never expected to stay in 
Eau Claire for more than a 
couple years.

“But I fell in love with 
the university, I fell in love 
with the city, I fell in love 
with the state of Wisconsin 
and the Wisconsin Idea, 
and I really fell in love with 
my students,” Brady said. 
“I loved every minute of 
teaching here, every minute 
of my life here in Eau Claire, 
and I’m glad we’re able to do 
something to support both 
institutions.”

For Jason Jon Anderson, 
executive director of Pablo 

Center, the Fousts’ “excep-
tionally rare” gift can be 
summed up in three words: 
“Incredible lasting legacy.”

“For an organization of 
our nature and our size, this 
is monumental,” Anderson 
said. “This is a game-chang-
ing and spring-boarding 

experience and a great way 
to launch our capital cam-
paign.”

The donation launches 
Pablo Center’s $7 million 
Turn It Up To Eleven fund-
raising campaign, which 
focuses on the retirement 
of its remaining $5 million 

in capital construction debt 
along with the funding of 
two lasting endowments. 
The endowments will go 
toward increasing access 
to events and expanding pro-
gramming for K-12 students.

“The arts — music, per-
formance, the visual arts, 
the written word — are an 
important part of our lives, 
and we want to help contin-
ue that legacy here,” Brady 
said.

At UW-Eau Claire, the 
Fousts’ donation will estab-
lish the Brady Foust Geospa-
tial Analysis and Technology 
Double Major Scholarship. 

‘Monumental’ gifts
Couple gives twin $1M donations to Pablo Center, UW-Eau Claire

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The Graham Avenue Gallery at Pablo Center at the Confluence has been renamed the Brady 
and Jeanne Foust Gallery after the couple donated $1 million to the arts center and $1 million to 
UW-Eau Claire. The gifts were announced Thursday.

To Donate
• Donations to Pablo Center at the Confluence’s new Turn It Up 

To Eleven fundraising campaign can be made at pablocenter.

org/support/donate.

• The name Turn It Up To Eleven refers to amplifiers and equip-

ment around the world that have volume knobs that go to 10. 

To turn it up to 11 implies there is something beyond 10, or a 

desire to deliver something better.

If Bill Foy were writing this article, it’d be 
a better article. He’s had a lot more practice 
at it.

For 38 years, Leader-Telegram readers 
have been the beneficiaries of Bill’s writing 

and editing. Since Septem-
ber of 1983 he’s served in 

various roles with the 
paper, from copy editor 
to entertainment edi-
tor. Tens of thousands 
of editions later, Bill’s 
filing his final story.

In about 1979, 
while Bill was at-
tending Marquette 
University and 
working part time 
as an editorial assis-
tant (aka copy kid) 

at The Milwau-
kee Sentinel, the 

paper assigned 
him to cover 

legendary 
blues duo 

Sonny Terry and Brownie McGhee. Terry 
and McGhee had been touring together 
since 1942, McGhee’s guitar playing and 
vocal style were a perfect fit for Terry’s 
rhapsodic harmonica work and singing.

Twenty-two-year-old Bill watched their 
jaw-dropping performance from the back of 
a Milwaukee club, and at the show’s conclu-
sion, approached the duo for a few quotes 
for his article.

“I was a nervous kid, and I didn’t quite 
know what to do,” Bill said.

He spoke briefly to Terry and had a 
more extended conversation with McGhee, 
though after asking a rather convoluted 
question, the imposing musician lifted an 
eyebrow toward the greenhorn reporter 
and said, “You’re gonna have to offer me 
some kind of explanation for that.”

Nevertheless, the interview proceeded. 
At its conclusion, Bill asked, “Can I help 
you carry your gear?”

McGhee smiled. Now he was speaking his 
language.

Bill and McGhee descended into the 
night, the former lugging the latter’s guitar 

to the parking garage across the street.
“You better be careful with that,” McGhee 

warned, nodding toward the guitar. “That’s 
how I make my living.”

Bill’s interaction with McGhee stuck with 
him throughout his career.

“It taught me to make sure I always 
come prepared with questions,” Bill said. 
But it also taught him that musicians, and 
all artists, are just people. People who, on 
occasion, need a little help carrying their 
guitars.

Over the years Bill has landed inter-
views with any number of major enter-
tainers (comedians Louie Anderson and 
Paula Poundstone, among them), though 
his most memorable experiences (and 
best-read stories) often feature artists 
closer to home.

In the mid-1990s, renowned jazz musician 
and UW-Eau Claire music professor Bob 
Baca invited Bill to join him in the pit or-
chestra at St. Paul’s Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts for a touring production of 
Broadway’s “Show Boat.” 

Arts lover bill Foy enjoyed best seat in the house
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