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» Compromise is  
not a dirty word
Beloit Daily News: Voters 
appear to want state executive, 
legislative branches to work 
together. Page 7A

» Jamf grows its  
reach in schools
Eau Claire-born software com-
pany acquires European educa-
tion technology firm. Page 8B
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Jake Patterson 
due in barron 
County Court
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By Andrew Dowd
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C
ity plow crews 
marked their 10th 
straight day of work 

on Tuesday and 
their streak of 
clearing off roads 
is expected to con-
tinue through the 
end of the week.

They’ve battled with 
powdery snow, heavy 
slush, rain and ice due to 
multiple winter storms 
passing through and tem-
peratures that have varied 
between extreme cold and 
above-average warmth.

“It hasn’t been a normal 
weather pattern,” said 
street maintenance manager Steven 
Thompson.

Temperatures swung from nega-
tive 31 degrees recorded last week 
on Wednesday, Jan. 30, and Thursday 
in Eau Claire up to a high of 41 de-
grees on Sunday, melting snow on the 
ground. But water on the road froze 
as temperatures dropped by the start 
of the workweek, prompting crews to 
spread salt to melt ice off main roads 

and sand on other areas to improve 
traction.

“Ice is always the hardest thing to deal 
with,” Thompson said.

Heavy snow then began falling Tues-
day afternoon.

With drivers putting in some long 
hours last week, Thompson has 
switched them to rotating shifts — 12 
hours off after 12-hour work shifts — to 
give them more rest.

And if extra drivers are needed to 
help the 29 regular city plow workers, 
Thompson could tap employees from 
other departments — parks and utilities 
— who have truck driving licenses.

The city has 45 pieces of plowing 
equipment — 22 dump trucks, 14 pick-
ups for narrower streets and an assort-
ment of other vehicles including loaders 
and graders.

Keeping ’em busy
Plow crews work long stretch amid mixed winter weather

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Eau Claire plow drivers gather for a Tuesday morning briefing at the city’s Central 
Maintenance Facility, 910 Forest St.

Thompson

Johnson

By Eric Lindquist
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Former state Sen. Kath-
leen Vinehout, D-Alma, was 
one of nine state lawmak-
ers who collected more 
than $10,000 
in expense 
payments in 
2018.

Vinehout, 
who didn’t 
seek re-elec-
tion last year 
because she 
ran for gov-
ernor, ranked 
No. 2 among all legislators 
with $12,650 in so-called 
per diem payments. Top-
ping the list was Senate 
Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald, R-Juneau, who 
received $14,960, according 
to reports released by the 
Assembly and Senate chief 
clerks.

Overall, legislators 
collected nearly $800,000 
in daily expense reim-
bursements last year, down 
from $1.3 million in 2017, a 
budget-writing year when 
lawmakers spent more 
time in the Capitol than 
they did last year. Per diem 
amounts are in addition to 
legislators’ $53,000 annual 
salary.

Vinehout 
tops area 
legislators 
for 2018 
expense 

payments
Lawmakers 

collect nearly 
$800,000

Vinehout

By Eric Lindquist
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Two northwestern Wisconsin 
residents got an in-person view 
of Tuesday night’s State of the 
Union address by President 
Donald Trump.

A city official from Melrose and 
a retired educator from Webster 
planned to join federal lawmakers 
for the speech on the floor of the 
House of Representatives.

Ramon Knudtson, director 
of public works for the Jack-
son County village of Melrose, 
president of the Wisconsin 
Rural Water Association and a 
volunteer with the Melrose Fire 
Department for the last 38 years, 
accompanied U.S. Rep. Ron 
Kind, D-La Crosse to the event.

Wisconsin 
residents at 

address

See EXPENSES  Page 2A
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Top: City plows clear fresh snow as it falls Tuesday along Lake Street in downtown Eau Claire. More snow is in the forecast to-
night and continuing into Thursday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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By Julie Pace and  
Catherine Lucey

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Facing 
a divided Congress for the 
first time, President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday called on 
Washington to reject “the 
politics of revenge, resistance 
and retribution.” He warned 
emboldened Democrats that 
“ridiculous partisan investiga-
tions” into his administration 
and businesses could hamper a 
surging American economy.

Trump’s appeals for bipar-
tisanship in his State of the 
Union address clashed with 
the rancorous atmosphere he 
has helped cultivate in the 
nation’s capital — as well as 
the desire of most Democrats 
to block his agenda during his 
next two years in office. Their 

opposition was on vivid dis-
play as Democratic congress-
women in the audience formed 
a sea of white in a nod to early 
20th-century suffragettes.

Trump spoke at a critical 

moment in his presidency, star-
ing down a two-year stretch 
that will determine whether he 
is re-elected or leaves office in 
defeat. 

Trump slams ‘ridiculous partisan’ probes
Democratic 

opposition shown 
in white

Associated Press

President Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union address 
to a joint session of Congress, as Vice President Mike Pence and 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., watch, Tuesday at the 
Capitol in Washington.
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