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» Grant helps UW-EC 
researchers’ work
National Science Foundation 
funds aid study of air quality. 
Page 3A

» Format faulty for 
Democrats’ debates
Next presidential debates 
should focus on single topic, 
among other changes. Page 7A
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City moves ahead 
on affordable 
housing
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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Betty Fitzl felt the left side 
of her body start to tingle 
and go numb. Although she 
is only 47, Fitzl recognized 
immediately that she was 
experiencing symptoms of a 
stroke.

By Rachel Johnson
Leader-Telegram correspondent

A small group of amputees 
and their family and friends 
worked their way up the hill 
to UW-Eau Claire’s upper 
campus late Sunday morning. 
Chatting and taking it easy 
in the hot sun, they shouted 
words of encouragement to 
each other.

Leading the group were 
Jon Carlson from Spooner 
and Jenna Jenneman, who 
organized the event, which is 
called The Climb.

Despite Carlson’s concern 
over a badly fitting prosthetic 
(he’s on his fourth), he made 
it to the top of the steep hill, 
which is just over a tenth of a 
mile long. “It’s a workout,” he 
said. “The heat is the worst 
part.”

Jim Ordman from Eau 
Claire wasn’t as successful. 
Walking with family, friends, 
and his “leg lady” Leah 
Bowman with Hanger Clinic, 
he “wanted to see if he could 
do it.” Despite staying active, 
playing Frisbee golf, and a 
great attitude, the heat and 
incline won this time.

Jenneman emphasized over 
and over that the first-time 
event was not a race.

“Take it easy; it’s to accom-
plish something,” she said. 
“It’s more or less, ‘yes, I can 
do this. I can do events, I can 
be active.’”

Jenneman, who is a below-
the-knee amputee, conceived 
the idea of The Climb last 
spring as one of her many 
ongoing efforts to connect 
amputees. “There’s a lot of 
amputees stuck in houses, 
and they don’t know who to 
connect with,” she said.

After starting an amputee 
support group called Am-
plify Peer Support Network, 
she connected with Min-
nesota-based Wiggle Your 
Toes, a growing group that 
keeps amputees connect-
ed, provides advice and 
offers activities. She met 
Rob Rieckenberg, Wiggle 
Your Toes director of client 
advocacy, while on a hospital 

visit and persuaded him to 
sponsor The Climb.

Also sponsoring the climb 
were Hanger Clinic, based in 
downtown Eau Claire; UW-
Eau Claire Recreation and 
Sports Operations; and Ski 

Sprites, the local water-ski 
team.

Colleen Weber, with Ski 
Sprites, said they’re already 
running an adaptive program 
working with children who 
have cerebral palsy and those 

who have been diagnosed 
with autism spectrum dis-
order. “We’re pretty excited 
about working with these 
guys now,” she said.

By The Associated 
Press

It took just 30 seconds 
in Ohio and zero bullets 
in Texas for officers to 
stop two mass shooters 
this weekend, but not 
before 29 people were 
killed and about 50 
injured in less than 24 
hours.

Officers gunned down 
the Ohio shooter at the 

doorstep of a bar-turned-
hiding place in the mid-

dle of Dayton’s nightclub 
district, and arrested 
the El Paso shooter as 
hundreds fled a crowded 
shopping center. Though 
the two attacks staggered 
a nation accustomed to 
gun violence, the bigger 
shock may have been 
that the death toll wasn’t 
even worse.

In the Texas border 
city of El Paso, a gunman 
opened fire Saturday 
morning in a shopping 
area packed with thou-
sands of people during 
the busy back-to-school 
season. The attack killed 
20 and wounded more 

than two dozen, many of 
them critically.

Hours later in Dayton, 
Ohio, a gunman wearing 
body armor and carrying 
extra magazines opened 
fire in a popular nightlife 
area, killing nine and in-
juring at least 26 people.

The attacks came 
less than a week after 
a 19-year-old gunman 
killed three people and 
injured 13 at the popular 
Gilroy Garlic Festival in 
California before dying 
of a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound.

Aiming high
Amputees brave 
the heat to scale 

formidable  
UW-EC hill

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Jim Ordman of Eau Claire is joined by family, friends and fellow amputees Sunday in a walk up 
the demanding Garfield Avenue hill on the UW-Eau Claire campus. The inaugural event, The 
Climb, was designed to support and celebrate people with limited mobility. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Keeping 
pace with 
recovery

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Betty Fitzl, who suffered a 
stroke last year and needed 
to learn to walk again, will 
run the 4-mile race at Pure 
Water Days in Chippewa 
Falls. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.
com.
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2 sprees kill 29, injure about 50
In less than 
24 hours, 

mass shooters 
strike Texas, 

Ohio

Associated Press

A man leaves flowers near the scene of a mass shoot-
ing at a shopping complex Sunday in El Paso, Texas.
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