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YOUR REGION • Plants that Eau Claire resident Charlie Kwick 

grows and hybridizes will be sold internationally, an honor he 

appreciates while emphasizing the fun of his hobby/3A

HAPPY WITH HOSTAS

» Felony numbers rise 
in Chippewa County
Law enforcement officials point 
to meth, opioid cases as the 
reason for the increase.  
Page 3A

» Top male athlete  
of the year
Leader-Telegram bestows  
honor on Olympic skier Ben 
Loomis. Page 1B
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Fun ideas offered  
on events to ring 
in the new year 

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot December issue

» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

2nd  
migrant 

child dies 
in U.S. 

custody

By Nomaan Merchant

Associated Press

HOUSTON — An 8-year-old boy 
from Guatemala died in govern-
ment custody in New Mexico early 
Tuesday, U.S. immigration authori-
ties said, marking the second death 
of an immigrant child in detention 
this month.

The death came during an on-
going dispute over border security 
and with a partial government 
shutdown underway over Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s request for 
border wall funding.

U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion said the boy — identified by 
the Guatemalan consul in Phoenix 
as Felipe Gómez Alonzo — had 
shown “signs of potential illness” 
on Monday and was taken with his 
father to a hospital in Alamogor-
do, N.M. He was diagnosed with a 
cold and a fever, prescribed amox-
icillin and ibuprofen, and released 
Monday afternoon after being held 
90 minutes for observation, the 
agency said.

The boy was returned to the 
hospital Monday evening with 

Boy, age 8, of 
Guatemala had 
been diagnosed 
with cold, fever

WEST WISCONSIN RAILROAD CLUB

Track stars

By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

Welcome to Welcome, a 
fictional town created by the 
West Wisconsin Railroad 
Club.

“There are a lot of Wel-
comes in America,” said John 
Suppon, a train enthusiast and 
club member during a tour of 
the club’s layout. “I guess we 
weren’t thinking outside the 
box.”

Kidding aside, the fictional 
town of Welcome includes 

a lot — an ethanol plant, a 
sand plant, a town depot with 
a classic car show and a tree 
with a cat in it and a Dalma-
tian below it.

“We have a few buttons for 
the kids,” Suppon said as he 
pushed one of them, resulting 
in the sound of an explosion. 
“I think the kids are going to 
like these.”

Well, kids of all ages will 
have a chance to push the 
buttons and watch as HO 

Club 
members 

are drawing 
on design 

and 
construction 
skills to give 
open house 
visitors a 
fun ride

Jon Paulson, a 
member of the 
West Wiscon-
sin Railroad 
Club, operates 
a train earlier 
this month at 
the WWRC 
clubhouse on 
Western Ave-
nue. Hoping to 
share its mem-
bers’ passion for 
trains, the club is 
hosting an open 
house Saturday. 
View more pho-
tos at Leader 
Telegram 
Photos.com.

Staff photo  
by Dan Reiland

If You Go
• What: West Wisconsin Railroad 

Club open house.

• When: 12:30 to 7 p.m. Saturday.

• Where: WWRC clubhouse, 1723 

Western Ave.

• Cost: Free.

• Membership: Interested in trains? 

Consider becoming a member of the 

WWRC, which offers two levels of 

membership — basic and full. Go to 

the club website for details.

• Information: westwisconsinrail-

road.club.

Trump: ‘I can’t 
tell you when’  
shutdown ends

7-year-old who spoke 
to Trump about Santa  
says she still believes

By Darlene Superville

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
said Tuesday that parts of 
the federal government 
will stay closed until 
Democrats agree to put 
up more walls along the 
U.S.-Mexico border to de-
ter criminal elements. He 
said he’s open to calling 
the wall something else as 

long as he ends up with an 
actual wall.

In a Christmas Day 
appearance in the Oval 
Office, Trump issued a 
lengthy defense of his de-
sire for a wall, saying it’s 
the only way to stop drugs 
and human traffickers 
from entering the country. 
In a nod to the political 
stakes he’s facing, Trump 

By Darlene Superville

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 7-year-old 
girl who talked to President Donald 
Trump on Christmas Eve still left out 
milk and cookies for Santa despite 
the president telling her it was “mar-
ginal” for a child of her age to still 
believe in the jolly old elf.

Then again, Collman Lloyd of Lex-
ington, S.C., says she had never heard 
the word “marginal” before.

Collman had called the NORAD 
Tracks Santa program Monday night 
to check on Santa’s journey deliv-
ering toys. In an interview with the 
Post and Courier of Charleston, she 
said the scientist who answered 
the NORAD phone asked her if she 
would like to speak to the president.

Six minutes later, Trump was on 
the line. “Are you still a believer in 
Santa?” Trump asked. When she 
responded, “Yes, sir,” the president 
added, “Because at 7, that’s marginal, 
right?”

Collman didn’t know what “mar-
ginal” meant and simply answered, 
“Yes, sir.” Trump closed by saying, 
“Well, you just enjoy yourself.”

Trump’s chat with Collman was 
initially reported as being with a boy 
named Coleman. Only Trump’s end 
of the conversation could be heard 
by reporters, but Collman’s family 
later posted video of the call on 

YouTube.
Collman told the Post and Courier 

that she and her 10-year-old sister 
and 5-year-old brother left iced sugar 
cookies and chocolate milk for Santa. 
She reported that Christmas morn-
ing, the food was gone and presents 
were under the tree.

In addition to the NORAD Tracks 
Santa program and church services 
Christmas Eve, Trump participated 
in another holiday tradition, wish-
ing U.S. troops stationed around 
the country and the globe a merry 
Christmas. He spoke Tuesday by vid-
eo conference to members of all five 
branches of the U.S. military.

“I know it’s a great sacrifice for you 
to be away from your families, but I 
want you to know that every Ameri-
can family is eternally grateful to you, 
and we’re holding you close in our 
hearts, thoughts and prayers,” Trump 
said. “We love what you do and love 
your work. Amazing people.”

The president spent a rare 
Christmas in Washington because 
of a stalemate with Congress over 
government funding that left several 
departments and agencies shuttered 
since the weekend, affecting the 
livelihoods of some 800,000 federal 
employees. Trump usually celebrates 
Christmas at his Florida estate. He 
scrapped plans to travel to Palm 
Beach because of the shutdown.

“I thought it would be wrong for 
me to be with my family,” he told 
reporters in the Oval Office after the 
give and take with members of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and 
Coast Guard from their stations in 
Guam, Bahrain, Qatar and Alaska.

He says closure continues until 
Dems agree to fund walls

President raised 
doubts in phone 

conversation Associated Press

A National Park Service employee closes the gate to vis-
itors at the National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse near 
the White House on Monday in Washington. The area 
was reopened after electrical repairs were made. The 
repairs were delayed because of the partial government 
shutdown.
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