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By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

The Altoona school board 
will choose from six or sev-
en candidates of the 26 who 
applied for the district’s top 
job.

Board members are 
scheduled to meet tonight 
in closed session to discuss 
those candidates, chosen 
from the initial list of appli-
cants by Edina, Minn.-based 
School Exec Connect. The 
application deadline was 
Jan. 8.

Bob Ostlund, a partner 
with School Exec Connect 
who is involved with the 
Altoona superintendent 
search process, said the list 
of those who applied for the 

job is impressive.
“We feel very good about 

the slate we are going to 
recommend to the board,” 
Ostlund said. “There are 
some fine candidates who 
applied for this job.”

Board members likely will 
narrow the list of applicants 
to three finalists on Tues-
day, he said. Those finalists 
will each spend one day in 
the district, from Jan. 28-30, 
during which time they will 
be interviewed by district 
staff and community mem-
bers.

Public forums at which 

residents can ask questions 
of candidates also will be 
part of that process, Ostlund 
said.

The board could choose 
its finalist on Jan. 30, he said, 
and could begin contract ne-
gotiations with that person.

“(Board members) know 
an awful lot about each 
candidate by that point,” 
Ostlund said.

The board hopes to final-
ize those negotiations and 
hire a new superintendent 
in early February, he said.

Schools job attracts 26 applicants
Board meets tonight to narrow 

list of superintendent hopefuls

By Liz Sawyer

Star Tribune

M
INNEAPOLIS — Jayme Closs’ 

dramatic homecoming thrilled her 

Wisconsin community, rewarding 

its endless prayers with a happy ending.

But for 13-year-old Jayme, her escape from captivity 
also means a private struggle to come to terms with a life 
forever changed.

It’s likely to be a long, difficult process, but one where 
healing is possible, according to mental health profes-
sionals and other survivors of childhood trauma.

“Today is not the end of her story. It’s the middle of this 
journey,” said Alison Feigh, director of the Jacob Wetter-
ling Resource Center. “Now begins the rebuilding and 
healing process.”

The weeks and months to come will bring fresh 
challenges as Jayme is reunited with her loved ones 
and grieves the loss of her parents, who were gunned 
down in their home Oct. 15. Authorities say 21-year-old 
Jake T. Patterson targeted the family in order to kidnap 
Jayme.

She must now grapple with how to cope. How to deal 
with prying questions. How to be a kid again.

For Jayme Closs, healing 
process just beginning

Mental health professional: Child in ‘the middle of this journey’

Star Tribune

The cabin, bottom left, where Jayme Closs was held for 88 days is surrounded by law enforcement vehicles Saturday in Gordon.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

After last week’s inaugu-
ration ceremonies, the state 
Legislature is set to go to 
work in a new climate of 
divided government.

Republicans maintained 
majorities in both houses 
of the Legislature in the 
November elections, but 
Dem-
ocrat 
Tony 
Evers 
was 
elected 
gov-
ernor, 
ending 
eight 
years of 
total GOP control of state 
government.

As the Legislature launch-
es the new session, party 
leaders recently announced 
their committee assign-
ments, which will deter-
mine policy issues on which 
lawmakers will put much of 
their focus.

West-central Wisconsin 
legislators, all majority 
Republicans, will lead a 
number of committees.

On the Senate side, Sen. 
Kathy Bernier, R-Lake 
Hallie, will chair the 
Elections, Ethics and Rural 
Issues Committee and 
co-chair the Joint Survey 
Committee on Retirement 
Systems.

Wisconsin 
Capitol 
to get 
busy 
again

Republican 
lawmakers 
from region 
leading some 
legislative 
committees

2019 LEGISLATURE

By Jeff Baenen

Associated Press

The grandfather of a 
13-year-old Barron girl who 
authorities say escaped a 
man who killed her parents 
and held her captive for 
three months said Sunday 
she’s in “exceptionally good 
spirits.”

Jayme Closs on Thursday 
fled the cabin near the small 
town of Gordon, where she 
said she had been impris-
oned. She approached a 
woman walking a dog and 

asked for her help.
Police officers arrested 

21-year-old Jake Thomas Pat-
terson minutes later based 
on Jayme’s description of his 
vehicle. Authorities are hold-
ing Patterson on suspicion of 
kidnapping and homicide.

Little has been revealed 
about Jayme’s ordeal since 
her abduction in mid-Octo-
ber, although more details 
could come today when 
Patterson is expected to be 
charged and make his first 
appearance in court.

Jayme’s grandfather, 
Robert Naiberg, said Sunday 
that, considering the circum-
stances, the teen is holding 
up.

Grandpa says Jayme in 
‘exceptionally good spirits’ 

Court appearance 
today for suspect  
in her kidnapping
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Finalists for the Altoona schools superin-
tendent position are expected to appear at 
public forums once the field is narrowed.


