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YOUR REGION • Law enforcement releases names in Dunn County homicide investigation/3A

SPORTS • UW-Eau Claire men’s soccer team wins home debut against Northland/1B
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» Prost!
Oktoberfest returns to 
Chippewa Falls with shortened 
schedule. Page 3A

» Exploring the season
The best autumn destinations 
for color-seekers. Page 10B
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County officials 
talk clean car 
investments 
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Heather Hollingsworth, 
Cathy Bussewitz  

and Colleen Long 
Associated Press

COVID-19 deaths and cases 
in the U.S. have climbed back to 
levels not seen since last winter, 
wiping out months of progress.

The cases — driven by the 
delta variant combined with 
resistance among some Amer-
icans to getting the vaccine — 
are concentrated mostly in the 
South.

While one-time hot spots like 
Florida and Louisiana are im-
proving, infection rates are soar-
ing in Kentucky, Georgia and 
Tennessee, fueled by children 
now back in school, loose mask 
restrictions and low vaccination 
levels.

The dire situation in some 

hospitals is starting to sound like 
January’s infection peak: Sur-
geries canceled in hospitals in 
Washington state and Utah. Se-
vere staff shortages in Kentucky 
and Alabama. A lack of beds in 
Tennessee. Intensive care units 
at or over capacity in Texas.

The deteriorating picture nine 
months into the nation’s vac-
cination drive has angered and 
frustrated medical profession-
als who see the heartbreak as 
preventable. The vast majority 
of the dead and the hospitalized 
have been unvaccinated. That 
has proved to be a hard lesson 
for some families.

“The problem now is we have 
been trying to educate based on 
science, but I think most of the 
education that is happening now 
is based on tragedy, personal 
tragedy,” said Dr. Ryan Stanton, 
an emergency room physician in 
Lexington, Kentucky.

Virus cases climbing nationwide
Rise wipes out 

months of progress

Gerald Herbert, Associated Press

In this Aug. 18 file photo, medical staff tend to a patient with coro-
navirus, on a COVID-19 ward inside the Willis-Knighton Medical 
Center in Shreveport, La. COVID-19 deaths and cases in the U.S. 
have climbed back to where they were over the winter, wiping out 
months of progress and potentially bolstering President Joe Biden’s 
case for sweeping new vaccination requirements.See COVID-19  Page 2A

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — Eau Claire 
County is proposing a second 
allocation of the money it 
received from the American 
Rescue Plan Act.

The county Administra-
tion Committee during a 
meeting Tuesday approved 
a resolution allocating $2.75 
million to be spent in four 
areas. Of that total, $2 million 
would be for businesses and 
nonprofits; $250,000 would 
go toward responding to 
the COVID-19 pandemic; 
$250,000 would be for county 
property infrastructure; and 
$250,000 would go toward 
program administration.

The seven-figure allocation 
requires final approval from 
the County Board during 
its meeting next week. If 
approved, the resolution will 
allow the county to spend the 
funds in the future.

“It opens a pathway for the 
expenditure of the money,” 
County Board Chairman 
Nick Smiar said.

Those figures are not 
necessarily the only funds 
the county will allocate 
toward those four areas. For 
example, $2 million is the 
minimum amount the county 
intends to spend to help busi-
nesses and nonprofits.

“We’re going to reserve at 
least that much,” County Ad-
ministrator Kathryn Schauf 
said. “It may be more, but it 
gets us started.”

Committee 
approves 

$2.75M ARP 
allocation
$2M would go 

toward businesses, 
nonprofits

See COUNTY  Page 2A

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

An open house house was held on Monday and Tuesday at the L.E. Phillips Senior Center in Eau Claire and will continue tomorrow with 
tours, thrift and craft sales all day, a ribbon cutting at 11 a.m. and a car show from 4:30-6:45. Some of the new additions to the facility include 
a ground floor fitness gym and a multi-purpose room, along with two lower level multi-purpose rooms and a lower level billiards room. 
Walt Schreiber, left, and Dave Cavanaugh play pool in the new basement billiards room on Tuesday.

Open FOr bUsIness

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A new city 
initiative will give Eau Claire 
residents the opportunity to 
brainstorm and vote on up 
to $300,000 worth of public 
projects.

During its Tuesday evening 
meeting, the City Council vot-
ed 11-0 to approve rules for the 
new participatory budgeting 
program, which has been in the 
works for a few years.

“I’m really excited to see 
this have another layer of 
getting off the ground and 
running,” council Vice Pres-
ident Catherine Emmanuelle 
said. “This is a very happy day 
and thank you for your work 
everybody.”

Emmanuelle traced the 
idea’s roots back to her early 
days on council nine years ago 

when she was 
saddened to see 
only one per-
son speak at an 
annual budget 
hearing. Deter-
mined to get 
more residents 
involved in local 
politics and bud-
geting, she became the leading 
voice for creating a participa-
tory budgeting program in Eau 
Claire.

In fall 2018, the council took 
the first steps toward creat-
ing a participatory budgeting 
program by designating up to 
$25,000 to hire a consultant 
to help Eau Claire create such 
an initiative. Starting with the 
2000 budget, the council has 
allocated $100,000 annually as 
money for projects that will be 
decided by the participatory 
budgeting process.

“This is something that has 
been worked on for many 
years,” said Councilman An-
drew Werthmann, who also 
supported the creation of the 
new initiative.

And progress on it slowed 
down during 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This program has been 
delayed by the pandemic for a 
full year,” said Ned Noel, the 
city’s senior planner.

That slowdown means the 
participatory budget fund 
will reach $300,000 next year 
when the first slate of projects 
suggested by the public goes to 
a vote.

Projects eligible for the mon-
ey can include city building or 
park improvements, upgrades 
to infrastructure or the pur-
chase of new equipment or ve-
hicles — as long as they show a 
benefit to the public.

Following Tuesday’s council 
vote, Noel said the city will 
begin soliciting ideas from the 
public this month. Events to 
get volunteers to help with the 
new initiative are also being 
planned, he said.

Ideas submitted by Eau 
Claire residents this fall will 
be refined by city staff and 
outside experts to turn them 
into concrete project proposals 
during winter. In spring, those 
ideas will be presented during 
community meetings and put 
to a vote to see which ones will 
get funding.

The rulebook approved 
Tuesday establishes the coun-
cil’s role as a neutral party that 
is not intended to sway public 
opinion toward one project or 
another.

“You’ve set forth the pro-
gram, but the people will be 
able to move forward with the 
projects,” Noel said.

Public gets say in spending
Residents can suggest, vote on $300K worth of projects

Emmanuelle

See CITY  Page 2A


