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» Structure for  
Downtown Menomonie, 
chamber for sale
But that doesn’t necessarily 
mean offices will be moved. 
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» Spring rhubarb
Growing the tasty treat may be 
tricky, but friends can help out. 
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Mcdonell and 
Thorp square off 
in doubleheader
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BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound
- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel

MORE INSIDE

By Samantha West
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school board 
on Monday discussed a proposal 
to open a new charter school for 
high school students that is fo-
cused on project-based learning 
in the 2021-22 academic year.

The grass-roots nonprofit 
organization Initiatives for New 
Directions in Education (INDE) 
presented its revamped propos-
al for a school they’re calling 
LAND, an acronym that stands 
for the school’s curricular 
focus of liberal arts, nature and 
design.

The LAND school is an up-
date of INDE’s initial proposal 
in 2017 to revamp the former 
Little Red School and transform 
it into the Little Red Nature 
Campus.

Anna Rybicki, community 
relations coordinator of INDE, 
said the group has spent the last 
15 months researching potential 
locations for the school, how 
other charters in the area are 

being operated and gauging 
community perspectives and 
interest to come to this plan.

“All of that work and those 
conversations have changed the 
proposal since we wrote it, and 
this is what became LAND,” Ry-
bicki said. “We’ve had so much 
more input from our community 
since then.”

The proposal as presented to 
the board Monday featured two 
major changes.

Due to concerns about the 
cost of renovating Little Red 
School, the committee renamed 
and rebranded the proposal’s 
name so that it could function at 
any district facility.

The proposal’s other major 
shift is the age group of students 
served in the charter school 
from middle to high school. 

That change, Rybicki said, was 
largely to complement the pro-
posed EauZone program, which 
calls for project-based learning, 
outdoor-focused innovation 
zones in all three of the district’s 
middle schools.

In order to meet INDE’s 
targeted opening for the 2020-
21 school year, Rybicki asked 
the board to approve a working 
group for location research and 
budget impacts of the school at 
the board’s next meeting May 20.

From there, the board would 
be slated to approve the school’s 
location and grant writing in 
September. The proposal would 
again come before the board 
for approval in June 2020 when 
awarded grants are announced. 
At that time — or any other 
during the process — the board 

could elect not to pursue the 
charter, Rybicki said, noting she 
understands ongoing budget 
issues.

Board member Tim Nordin, 
who has worked with INDE to 
develop the proposal, spoke in 
support of the school and the 
proposed timeline while also 
acknowledging the board will 
have to depend its decision on 
financial feasibility.

“It seems like it’s a relative 
easy next step for the board to 
decide whether this is a good 
idea for the district,” Nordin 
said. “I ... am filled with great joy 
about this proposal. It sent me 
back to school and my years as a 
teacher.”

But board member Laurie 
Klinkhammer raised concerns 
that the proposal hasn’t come 
before the board’s Learning 
Environments and Partnerships 
(LEAP) Committee, which has 
a vetting process for proposals 
like these.

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram staff

Before 9 a.m. Monday, 
volunteers began arriving 
at the Eau Claire County 
Courthouse with one goal 
in mind — to help find 
two missing males, Wil-
liamefipiano G. Hessel and 
James B. Liedtka.

About 30 in all, those gath-
ering in the lobby of the Law 
Enforcement Center were 
part of Rapid Search and 
Rescue, a nationally certified 
team of trained volunteers 
who assist law enforcement 
in locating lost and missing 
people.

“Typically, they get a 
request from the family (of 
a missing person) and then 
reach out to law enforce-
ment,” said Bridget Coit, an 
Eau Claire Police Depart-
ment public information 
officer.

When contacted by the 
Wisconsin Rapids-based 
Rapid Search and Rescue, 
the Eau Claire Police Depart-
ment readily accepted the 

nonprofit’s offer to help, she 
said.

“Just having an additional 
30 people out searching the 
river to try to bring these 
families’ loved ones home is 
amazing,” Coit said. “Their 
resources are invaluable and 
much appreciated.”

The group met with Eau 
Claire police Detective Ryan 
Lambeseder Monday before 
heading out to search the 
Chippewa River and its banks 
where possible.

Eight human remains-de-
tecting dogs, several boats 
— including two from the 
Eau Claire Fire Department 
— and a drone aided in the 
search.

Hessel, a 17-year-old stu-
dent at North High School, 
was last seen swimming in 
the Chippewa River near 
Domer Park with friends on 
April 23.

At 7:28 p.m. that night, the 
Eau Claire Police Depart-
ment was notified of a person 
in the river struggling.

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — The UW 
System’s in-state student en-
rollment has dropped sharp-
ly over the last nine years, 
reflecting declining regional 
populations and system 
efforts to get students to 
graduation faster, according 
to a report 
state 
auditors 
released 
Monday.

The loss 
of in-state 
students 
has been 
nearly 
offset by rising nonresident 
enrollment, helping total tui-
tion revenue grow by $336 
million, the report said.

UW System President 
Ray Cross didn’t address the 
enrollment shift in a letter to 
auditors responding to the 
report. He did cite declin-
ing enrollment in 2017 to 
justify his plan to merge the 
system’s two-year schools 
with its four-year campuses. 
System spokesman Mark 
Pitsch didn’t immediately 
respond to an email.

Republican Sen. Rob 
Cowles, co-chairman of the 
Legislature’s audit com-
mittee, said the enrollment 
trend is resulting in more tu-
ition money for the system. 
He said he’d be concerned if 
in-state students were losing 
slots in classes to nonresi-
dents, but he doesn’t know if 
that’s happening because the 
audit doesn’t examine that 
issue.

Tuition 
revenue 
growing

In-state 
enrollment 
dips, but 
nonresident 
numbers up

UW SYSTEM

See UW  Page 2A

HELPING HANDS
Volunteers, officials search Chippewa River for missing males

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Volunteers search Monday along the east bank of the Chippewa River in Phoenix Park. About 30 people joined local emergency re-
sponders to help search for two missing males in the river and along its banks from the Xcel Energy Dam to Caryville. View more photos 
at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Members of the Eau Claire Fire Department search the Chippewa 
River on Monday near Phoenix Park.See SEARCH  Page 2A

EAU CLAIRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

LAND charter school considered
Board will next consider 

approving a working committee 
for further charter research

See SCHOOL  Page 2A


