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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Western governments 
accused hackers believed to 
be part of Russian intel-
ligence of trying to steal 
valuable private information 
about a coronavirus vaccine 
on Thursday, calling out 
the Kremlin in an unusual-
ly detailed public warning 
to scientists and medical 
companies.

The alleged culprit is a 
familiar foe. Intelligence 
agencies in the United States, 
United Kingdom and Canada 
alleged that the hacking 
group APT29, also known as 
Cozy Bear and blamed for 
American election inter-
ference four years ago, is 
attacking academic and phar-
maceutical research institu-
tions involved in COVID-19 
vaccine development.

It was unclear whether any 
useful information was sto-
len. But British Foreign Sec-
retary Dominic Raab said, “It 
is completely unacceptable 
that the Russian Intelligence 
Services are targeting those 
working to combat the coro-
navirus pandemic.”

He accused Moscow of 
pursuing “selfish interests 
with reckless behavior.”

Sticking to more general 
language, White House 
press secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany said, “We worked 
very closely with our allies 
to ensure that we would 
take measures to keep that 
information safe and we 
continue do so so.”

Russia 
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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram

A few summers ago, 
Eau Claire native 
Chris Wood partic-

ipated in a unique event in 
Washington, D.C. Alongside 
many other people with 
disabilities, Wood left his 
motorized wheelchair and 
crawled up the United States 
Capitol steps.

The action mirrored an event that 
occurred in the spring of 1990 and was 
instrumental in passing the the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act later that year. 
The ADA, which was signed into law 
July 26, is a landmark piece of legislation 
that provided equal rights for people 
with disabilities, who account for about 
one-fifth of the country’s population.

While crawling those steps, Wood, 
who has cerebral palsy and has done 
disability advocacy work for many 
years, felt fortunate that he and millions 
of people like him were granted legal 
protection in many areas under the 
ADA.

“It was very emotional for me, just 
knowing that if I had lived even 10 
years earlier I might’ve been locked up 
in an institution,” Wood said. “It really 
hit home how important that piece of 
legislation is.”

For Wood and many people in the 
Chippewa Valley, the ADA represents 
fuller participation in society. It man-
dates equal access to employment, 
transportation, government programs 
and facilities, public settings, service 
animals and information. Some of the 
ADA’s most noticeable effects include 
disability signs, hallway handrails, en-
trance ramps to buildings, and accessi-
ble seating, door handles, restrooms and 
parking spots.

The ADA enabled Wood, 31, to attend 
UW-Stout, earn a degree and secure his 
current occupation as a disability job 
coach. Despite the legal standards under 
the ADA, Wood sometimes has had to 
challenge institutions for his rights, such 
as accessible bathrooms.

“Not every business or not every 
institution was, shall we say, willing to 
accommodate,” Wood said. “You still 
have to fight like hell for your rights 

sometimes.”
Reasonable accommodation from 

businesses for deaf and hard of hearing 
people is another important pillar under 
the ADA. Local resident Erin Odegard is 

deaf and cannot imagine living without 
services required under the ADA, saying 
she likely wouldn’t have a job without 
the legal protection.

STill FiGHTiNG
LOCALS RECOGNIZE UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY 

OF AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Chris Wood at his Eau Claire home on Wednesday. Wood, who has cerebral palsy 
and has done disability advocacy work for many years, feels fortunate that he and 
millions of people like him were granted legal protections in 1990 under the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin’s 
unemployment rate dropped 
to 8.5% in June — a bit of good 
news that came Thursday as 
Democratic lawmakers released 
proposals to remove obstacles 
and broaden access to unem-
ployment benefits.

The jobless numbers also 
came as Gov. Tony Evers’ 
administration temporarily reas-
signed 100 state workers to help 
address a backlog in claims.

Wisconsin’s unemployment 
rate last month was far below 
the national rate of 11.1% and 
was down from the state’s high 
of 13.6% in April. That figure 
reflected the height of business-
es closing across the state in 
response to a “safer at home” 
order issued by Evers to slow 
the spread of the virus. Wiscon-
sin’s unemployment rate was 
12.1% in May.

While April’s unemployment 
rate had not been that high 
since the Great Depression, 

June’s 8.5% was last seen 10 
years ago as Wisconsin was 
climbing out of the Great Re-
cession. Unemployment then 
topped out just shy of 10%.

Wisconsin’s unemploy-
ment rate typically trends 
closely with the national rate. 
But there’s a bigger gap now 
because the state has less of a 
concentration of jobs in sectors 
that were hardest hit by the 
pandemic, said the state’s chief 
economist, Dennis Winters. For 
example, manufacturing and 
construction jobs in Wisconsin 
were less affected, helping to 
reduce the number of unem-
ployed, he said.

“Another month of strong job 
growth and a declining unem-
ployment rate tells us that more 
Wisconsinites are getting back 
to work, driving our econom-
ic growth,” said Department 
of Workforce Secretary Caleb 
Frostman. “The road to full eco-
nomic recovery will be long and 
challenging, but the continued 
month-over-month progress is 
encouraging for Wisconsin’s 
workers and employers.”

The report shows that Wis-
consin added 99,300 private 
sector jobs in June.

Winters said industries hard-
est hit earlier in the pandemic, 
such as leisure and hospitali-
ty, were the ones driving the 

recovery as businesses began to 
reopen.

While more people are getting 
back to work, the state is still 
struggling to process claims for 
those who have lost their jobs 
and are waiting for their ben-
efits. Currently about 141,000 
people were awaiting payments, 
a backlog that Republicans who 
control the Legislature have 
loudly criticized.

Wisconsin has had a spike in 
COVID-19 cases over the past 
month, breaking its records for 
newly confirmed cases in four 

of the past seven days. Health 
officials have attributed the 
surge to young people gathering 
at bars, restaurants and parties.

Democratic lawmakers on 
Thursday introduced a package 
of bills they said would remove 
hurdles to getting the benefits. 
Republicans have proposed 
tapping federal funding to pay 
benefits while people await ver-
ification that they qualify. Evers 
dismissed that idea Monday as a 
“political stunt.”

The Democratic bills would, 
among other things, lower the 
work search requirement neces-
sary from four to two per week 
in order to receive benefits. The 
bills would also allow people 
with disabilities who are able 
to work to be eligible to receive 
unemployment. The bills would 
further expand the authority of 
the Department of Workforce 
Development to increase access 
to unemployment benefits when 
appropriate.

Republican Assembly Majori-
ty Leader Jim Steineke respond-
ed to the proposals, saying that 
“Democrats are feeling the heat 
of Tony Evers’ failures.”

“The Evers’ administration’s 
response to this unemployment 
crisis has been nothing short of 
a dumpster fire,” Steineke said 
in a statement. 

Wisconsin unemployment drops to 8.5%
Evers temporarily 

reassigns 100 
state workers to 

address backlog in 
jobless claims
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Associated Press

In this Feb. 6 file photo, Wiscon-
sin Gov. Tony Evers holds a news 
conference in Madison, Wis.
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