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MADISON (AP) — A 
three-judge panel of fed-
eral judges has granted 
the Republican-controlled 
Wisconsin Legislature’s 
request to intervene in a 
redistricting lawsuit brought 
by Democrats.

A request by the Leg-
islature to intervene in 
a second, similar redis-
tricting case brought by 
voting advocacy groups is 
pending. The court said 
its preference would be to 
consolidate the two cases 
and asked those involved 
to show by Sept. 7 why that 
should not be done.

On Monday, Wisconsin’s 
five Republican congress-
men also asked to intervene 
in the case brought by 
Democrats. The congress-
men, just as the Legislature 
did, want the case to be 
dismissed. The motion was 
filed by U.S. Reps. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Mike Gallagher, 
Glenn Grothman, Bryan 
Steil and Tom Tiffany.

A third redistricting law-
suit, brought by conserva-
tives, is pending before the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, 
which has not yet said 
whether it will take it or 
require it to first go through 
lower state courts.

The federal court on 
Friday granted the Legisla-
ture’s request to intervene 
in the lawsuit. It set a Sept. 
13 deadline to respond to 
the Legislature’s request to 
dismiss the case.

In the order granting the 
Legislature’s request, the 
judges said federal courts 
have routinely allowed state 
lawmakers and legislatures 
to intervene in redistricting 
cases.

WISCONSIN

Legislature 
allowed to 

intervene in 
redistricting

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Though 
today marks the second year 
that Eau Claire students will 
head back to school during a 
pandemic, some teachers and 
families say they’re hope-
ful that this school year will 
remain more consistent than 
the last.

“We are really excited to have 
students back at school and, 
more importantly, at school five 
days a week,” said Kim Koller, 
the district’s executive director 
of administration, in an email.

Although Eau Claire elemen-
tary students don’t formally 
begin classes today — instead 
they’ll visit their schools, meet 
their new teachers and tour 
classrooms — it’s the first day of 
class for the rest of the district’s 
K-12 students.

“I’m just excited to see friends 
again and learn in class,” said 
Ed McGee of Eau Claire, an in-
coming junior at Memorial High 
School. “I’m excited to see peo-
ple again and to learn in person 
… (last year) was difficult.”

McGee’s mother, Lucie Mc-
Gee, has another son attending 

DeLong Middle School this fall. 
She echoed her son’s optimism: 
“I’m excited that they’re going 
back to five days a week, be-
cause I think my kids, and most 
people’s kids, need that five days 
of instruction. I’m hopeful that 
people will follow the rules and 
stay as safe as possible … We’re 
trying not to worry and trying 
to move forward.”

Koller said staff are thrilled to 
have students back in the class-
room for the whole week.

“I know students have been 
incredibly resilient throughout 
the pandemic and (they’ve) 
faced challenges in school that 
most adults have not,” she said.

Eau Claire students are back 
to attending classes five days 
per week this fall, instead of the 
hybrid approach the school dis-
trict took last year. K-12 students 
looking for all-virtual classes 

were offered participation in the 
Eau Claire Virtual School this 
year.

“It’s odd to think that we are 
starting our third year when 
COVID will end up affecting 
things,” said Mark Goings, a 
Robbins Elementary School 
teacher and president of the Eau 
Claire Association of Educators 
union. “But we’re still really 
excited to be able to offer five 
days a week in person. It’s so 
nice to have students in the 
classrooms.”

The district announced in July 
that after-school activities and 
athletics would return to regular 
schedules and seasons.

“Definitely, the high school 
calendar is full,” said Lucie 
McGee. “The hope is that we’re 
able to find a safe way to do 
all those things, so that while 
catching up on the academics, 

students also have their other 
opportunities for music, sports, 
extracurriculars. If we can try 
to do more safely, we’ll have 
happier kids.”

Regardless of vaccination 
status, Eau Claire students 
and teachers must wear masks 
when they’re inside school 
buildings, the district decided 
this summer. It’s the only large 
school district in the Chippewa 
Valley to implement a mask 
requirement. Currently, masks 
are optional in most classroom 
settings in Menomonie, Altoona 
and Chippewa Falls.

Mask requirements in 
schools are backed by the 
country and state’s largest 
public health agencies, includ-
ing the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Ser-
vices. About 43% of Eau Claire 
County 12- to 15-year-olds and 
49% of 16- and 17-year-olds 
are fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to state data. There is no 
COVID-19 vaccine currently 
approved in the U.S. for chil-
dren younger than 12.

‘Incredibly resilient:’ students, families, 
teachers express hope for first day of school

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

FALL CREEK — After a series of run-ins with 
the law, Ginger Liddell was in a self-described 
“bad place.”

Christian Billings was struggling in 
school and falling further and further 
behind.

For both teens, their lives took a turn 
for the better when they got connected 
with the Western Dairyland Fresh Start 
program.

The program seeks to rebuild lives 
as it teaches at-risk young adults to 
build houses.

The latest fruit of the program’s la-
bor — a sparkling new three-bedroom 
ranch house in Fall Creek built by 
about 10 young adults from age 17 to 
24 — was on display Tuesday during 
an open house hosted by Western 

Dairyland Economic Opportunity 
Council.

The Fresh Start program has been 
helping participants get just that while 
building about one house per year for 
more than two decades. The homes are 
then sold to low-income families, add-
ing to the limited stock of affordable 
housing in the Chippewa Valley.

“The need for affordable housing in 
the area is undeniable,” said Shayne 
Gerberding, Fresh Start manager. “Be-
ing able to contribute to that is one of 
the coolest parts of this program. It’s 
awesome to see when people get the 
keys to their first house.”

The primary focus, however, is on 
building the employment skills and 
self-esteem of young adults with past 
problems ranging from a lack of edu-
cation or poor work history to incar-
ceration or drug dependency. That can 
mean matching participants with work 
experiences in fields that match their 
interests, she said.

“A big piece of what’s missing is that 
a lot of them don’t have a lot of sup-
port, people showing them what could 
be their future,” Gerberding said. “We 
encourage them and show them they 
can do it, that it is possible.”

Luke Steffen, the program’s official 
construction manager and unofficial 
counselor, agreed, saying the personal 
growth he sees in some participants is 
remarkable.

Still, he acknowledged the chal-
lenge of building houses with a team 
of young adults with no construction 
experience.

Building houses, 
rebuilding lives

Fresh Start program lives up to its name for at-risk young adults

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A group of at-risk young adults in the Western Dairyland Fresh Start program has spent the past year building this three-bed-
room house in Fall Creek.

“It’s odd to think that we are starting our third  
year when COVID will end up affecting things.  
But we’re still really excited to be able to offer  
five days a week in person. It’s so nice to have 

students in the classrooms.”
— Mark Goings, a Robbins Elementary School teacher  

and president of the Eau Claire Association of Educators union
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