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» End of the beginning
Cow that was matriarch  
of state’s elk-recovery  
effort dies. Page 8A

» Trump drug plan 
more expensive
Budget office estimates  
$177B in added cost  
from proposal. Page 8B

Tomorrow
Soon-to-be UW-Stout 
grad ready to face 
new challenges
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BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound
- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel

MORE INSIDE

by Michael R. Blood  
and Geoff Mulvihill

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — In a squat 
office building not far from 
downtown, Esperanza Guevara 
is getting ready to look for 
people who might not want to 
be found. And her job could get 
a lot harder.

The immigrant-rights activist 
is leading a drive to reach tens 
of thousands of people who 
entered the U.S. illegally and 
persuade them to participate 
in the 2020 census, the govern-
ment’s once-a-decade count of 
the population.

The Trump administration’s 
plan to use the census to inquire 
about each person’s citizenship 
has sent a chill through immi-
grant communities. Guevara 
and others fear the question 
could discourage participation 
and, by some estimates, leave 
millions uncounted across the 
country.

Such concerns are concentrat-
ed in Democratic-led states with 
large immigrant populations. 
An inaccurate count could have 
real-world consequences, since 

billions in federal dollars and 
seats in Congress are allocated 
according to population.

In immigrant communities of-
ten wary of government, a ques-
tion about citizenship status 
will make people “less likely to 
fill out the census form or even 
answer the door when someone 

comes knocking,” said Guevara, 
who works for the Coalition for 
Humane Immigrant Rights of 
Los Angeles.

Those concerns have been 
heightened by Trump’s slashing 
rhetoric toward immigrants and 
by fears that census information 
could be used to find and deport 

people.
“Their first thought is, ‘Is this 

information going to be used 
against me?’” Guevara said, 
standing near rows of comput-
ers that will be staffed by vol-
unteers trying to connect with 
prospective census participants.

Census Bureau chief Ron 
Jarmin said the agency is legally 
barred from sharing its informa-
tion with law enforcement agen-
cies, adding: “We are committed 
to ensuring that the data we 
collect are always protected.”

The U.S. Supreme Court 
is weighing a legal challenge 
seeking to strike the citizenship 
question from the census form. 
During oral arguments last 
week, the court’s conservative 
majority appeared ready to 
allow the question.

The Trump administration 
has argued that it has wide 
discretion in designing the 
questionnaire and that the citi-
zenship question is clearly con-
stitutional because it has been 
asked before — most recently, 
1950 — and continues to be used 
on smaller, annual population 
surveys.

Fearing an undercount, states 
prepare for 2020 census push

Associated Press

In this Nov. 15, 2016, file photo morning rush hour traffic moves 
along the southbound lanes along U.S. 101 near downtown Los 
Angeles. New population estimates show California’s births fell by 
18,000 last year, prompting the slowest recorded growth rate in the 
country’s most populous state.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

While many races have 
seen dwindling num-
bers or fizzled out com-

pletely, the Eau Claire Marathon 
continues to see growth from year 
to year.

Co-race director Pat Toutant 
said he believes one of the reasons 
the event has grown and main-
tained its numbers is the positive 
message to all runners.

“We feel everyone who crosses 
that finish line deserves a medal, 
a shirt and recognition for their 
accomplishment,” Toutant said.

The 11th annual Eau Claire 
Marathon is Sunday, starting and 
finishing in Carson Park.

Co-race director Emily Uelmen 

said about 5,000 people 
have signed up to run one 
of the races. The four-per-
son relay is sold out with 
250 teams. There are 2,100 
half-marathon competitors, 
and a record high of 700 
marathon runners, which 
also is a sellout.

The 5K race is sold out with 700 
runners, so organizers ordered 
more bibs and finisher medals, in 
hopes to have 750 to 800 runners 
on Sunday.

The children’s races are also 
sold out, with 350 signed up.

The final numbers for last year’s 
race show 455 runners complet-
ed the marathon, 1,949 ran the 
half-marathon and one half-mara-
thon wheelchair participant, along 
with 244 four-person relay teams. 

There were 642 partici-
pants in the 5K race. In 
2017, 383 runners complet-
ed the marathon and 1,667 
runners completed the 
half-marathon.

Wade Zwiener, an avid 
Eau Claire runner who also 
has served as race director 

for area events, is impressed with 
how the Eau Claire Marathon has 
grown.

“I think it’s pretty amazing, just 
knowing all the work that goes 
into it,” Zwiener said. “There 
(are) a lot of logistics that people 
don’t think about until they are a 
race director. There are so many 
events you are competing with, 
and they keep growing. I’m a bit 
jealous.”

Marathon numbers 
keep increasing

Staff file photo by Steve Kinderman

Participants in the half-marathon begin their 13.1-mile race through the city during the 2018 Eau Claire Marathon. The 11th Eau Claire 
Marathon is this Sunday, and most of the races this year are at capacity. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Gov. Tony Evers is con-
fident public opinion can 
help sway state Republi-
cans to back 
his push to 
cover more 
low-income 
Wisconsin-
ites with 
Medicaid, 
even after 
leading GOP 
lawmakers 
said they plan 
to scrap most of the new 
initiatives in the Democrat’s 
budget proposal.

Calling health care the 
No. 1 priority in his pro-
posed 2019-21 biennial state 
budget, Evers said Thursday 
that constituents can help 
convince Republicans — 
who hold the majority in 
the state Senate and Assem-
bly — to back the Medicaid 
expansion they had vehe-
mently opposed during Gov. 
Scott Walker’s time in office.

“We can change people’s 
minds,” Evers said during a 
Thursday afternoon visit to 
the Leader-Telegram.

The governor touted a 
Marquette University Law 
Poll from April that said 
70% of Wisconsin residents 
believe the state should use 
federal funds to expand 
Medicaid coverage.

Governor 
presses 
health 
agenda
Evers: GOP 

can be swayed 
on Medicaid 
expansion

Evers

See EVERS  Page 2A

See CENSUS  Page 2A

If You Go
What: Eau Claire 

Marathon
When: The mara-

thon and marathon-re-
lay runners will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. The 
half-marathon will 
begin at 9:15 a.m. A 
5K (3.1-mile) run/walk 
starts at 9:30 a.m.

Where: Starts and 
finishes in Carson 
Park.

Information: 
People interested in 
watching the race 
or concerned about 
street closures should 
visit www.eauclaire 
marathon.com.

Toutant

See MARATHON  Page 2A


