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» Large donation
Eau Claire couple gives $1 
million to the Pablo Center at 
the Confluence to support its 
programming. Page 3A

» Felony charge filed
Elk Mound man arrested for 
drunken driving for the 12th 
time. Page 5A

Tomorrow
Joyann Parker 
performs music 
to move people
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Under construction since mid-June, work is progressing on an Eau Claire 
road that serves as a main route between the city’s south side and both UW-

Eau Claire and downtown. Some intersections along the nearly mile-long 
State Street project will open and close at different times, but the route as 
a whole will remain under construction into early November. Top: A new 

roundabout has been built at the Lexington Avenue intersection at the top of 
the State Street hill. Above: Jesse Jones, foreground, and George Frazier of 

Menomonie-based Pember Companies stamp concrete around the roundabout 
on Tuesday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

PaVIng tHe Way

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin 
elections officials scaled back a 
plan Tuesday to buy scores of 
new loaner computers for local 
clerks using outdated systems 
open to cyberattacks, saying the 
proposal is too expensive when 
they don’t have a firm grasp on 
how many clerks really need 
new computers.

Wisconsin Elections Com-
mission staff had proposed 
spending up to $300,000 on 250 
new machines to loan to clerks 
who can’t afford to upgrade 
their systems. The commission 
agreed to buy 25 computers for 
$30,000 after learning that only 
five clerks out of 2,000 are using 
old systems.

“If they’re at risk we should 
help them,” Commissioner Mark 

Thomsen said. “(But) buying a 
machine isn’t the answer.”

The commission’s chief secu-
rity officer, Tony Bridges, wrote 
in a memo released last week 
that “at least a handful” of clerks 
are logging into the state elec-
tions system using Windows XP 
and hundreds more are logging 
in using Windows 7.

Microsoft stopped support-
ing Windows XP in 2014. Free 
security upgrades for Windows 
7 will end in January. Bridges 
wrote that it’s safe to assume a 
large percentage of clerks won’t 

upgrade and even clerks with 
current operating systems often 
fail to install security patches.

Bridges proposed spending up 
to $69,000 annually on software 
that can test clerks’ vulner-
abilities each time they log 
onto the state election system, 
up to $300,000 on 250 loaner 
computers for clerks, and up to 
$100,000 to hire a technology 
expert to help clerks with the 
loaner computers. The money 
would come from a $7 million 
federal grant the state received 
in 2018 to upgrade election 

security.
He told the commission 

Tuesday that staff learned about 
the outdated systems by asking 
all 2,700 local clerks to log into 
the system one day and testing 
their connections. Commission 
spokesman Reid Magney said 
the test occurred a few weeks 
ago but didn’t have a date.

Bridges said 2,000 clerks 
logged in. Staff detected only 
five using Windows XP. Com-
mission Administrator Meagan 
Wolfe told the panel said she 
didn’t know who the five clerks 
were; Magney told a reporter af-
ter the meeting he didn’t know 
why the commission doesn’t 
have the names.

Bridges went on to say nearly 
600 clerks were using Windows 
7. Seven hundred clerks didn’t 
log in on the test day.

Wisconsin elections officials scale back security proposal

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

The city is looking to 
break even with a small 
affordable housing devel-
opment it is planning on 
Eau Claire’s west side.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
the City Council approved 
buying about 20 acres of 
vacant land near Jeffers 
Road for $150,000.

Next year the city plans 
to install a street, water 
and sewer pipes, which 
finance director Jay 
Winzenz said should cost 
“in the neighborhood of 
$400,000 to $500,000.”

The city anticipates that 
selling lots in the new 
development to builders 
who would then make 
small single-family homes 
there should recoup pub-
lic dollars spent on the 
project.

“The proceeds from the 
sale of the lots would be 
used to offset the costs 
of those improvements,” 
Winzenz said.

Breaking 
even on 
housing

City hopes lot sales 
will offset street, 

utility costs

See CITY  Page 2A

Wisconsin Elections Commission staff had proposed 
spending up to $300,000 on 250 new machines to 
loan to clerks who can’t afford to upgrade their 

systems. The commission agreed to buy  
25 computers for $30,000 after learning that only 

five clerks out of 2,000 are using old systems.

See ELECTION  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire faces the 
biggest shortfall it’s seen in 
recent years — triple last 
year’s figure — as it starts 
work toward a balanced 2020 
budget.

The City 
Council got 
its first look 
on Tuesday at 
projections for 
next year’s fi-
nancial picture 
and the early 
estimates show 
the city will 
be nearly $1 
million short 
of anticipated 
costs to con-
tinue munici-
pal services at 
their current 
level.

“We do have a gap. The 
revenues do not cover the 
expenses in 2020,” City Man-
ager Dale Peters said at the 
onset of the Tuesday evening 
work session.

Finance director Jay 
Winzenz calculated a deficit 
of $935,000, compared to the 
$307,000 shortfall announced 
a year ago at the onset of 
2019 budget talks.

While the city is facing a 
bigger number than it has 
in recent years, Winzenz as-
sured council members that 
he and Peters will present a 
balanced budget proposal in 
early October.

“In my experience I’ve 
started out with deficits in 
that range before and we’re 
able to get that gap sub-
stantially closed,” Winzenz 
said.

After seven weeks of find-
ing ways to trim costs, the 
budget proposal will reach 
the council on Oct. 4. 

City 
faces 
larger 

shortfall
Budget talks 
begin with 

$935,000 deficit

Werthmann

Peters

See BUDGET  Page 2A
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OFF
UP
TO25%

THE PURCHASE OF A
KINETICO WHOLE
HOUSE WATER

TREATMENT SYSTEM.*
Includes FREE BASIC INSTALLATION.

SIZZLIN’
SUMMERSALE!

715.318.0597
KineticoWI.com

OFFICES IN: EAU CLAIRE • HAYWARD • SIREN
* OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/19. Not valid with other
offers. One offer per customer. Offer valid for single
family residential properties only. Some exclusions
may apply. We have convenient financing options OAC.
Aquarius Home Services is an Authorized,
Independent Kinetico Dealer.

We solve problem
water. GUARANTEED.

Test includes hardness, iron, pH, tds and chlorine. 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR

FREE
WATERANALYSIS

INYOURHOMEOR CABIN


