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» Rock Fest addition
Metal band Ded added to the 
festival’s lineup. Page 4A

» Jazz trio take  
adventurous approach
Twin Talk’s saxophonist says 
they enjoy a bit of risk in their 
improvisations. Page 9A
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uW-EC’s The Forum
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MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
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TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level

• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Terry Weld’s gains 
in outlying Eau Claire 
neighborhoods gave him 
the edge to win the City 
Council presidency Tues-
day, overcoming support 
for Andrew Werthmann 
that was centered in 
downtown and nearby 
housing.

With census data con-

sidered, Weld did better in 
parts of Eau Claire where 
voters tend to be older 
and own their homes, 
whereas Werthmann took 
areas where the popula-
tion is generally younger 
and often lives in rental 
properties.

Weld won election 
Tuesday to a one-year 
term as council presi-
dent, earning 6,790 votes 
to Werthmann’s 6,087, 

according to unofficial 
results.

Werthmann has the lon-
ger record in city politics, 
having served in a district 
seat on the council for a 
decade and with two more 
years left in his current term 
representing District 5.

While Weld had only 
been on the council for 
two years, he did have 
name recognition from 
the 12 years he owned and 

operated 
downtown 
hotspot 
Houligan’s 
and more 
recently as 
a local real 
estate agent 
for the last 
18 years.

That could’ve played 
in his favor as he got the 
majority vote in neigh-
borhoods on Eau Claire’s 
north, south and west 
sides.

Werthmann is the 

younger 
of the two 
candidates, 
having 
moved here 
in 2001 to 
attend UW-
Eau Claire, 
followed by 

his career as a consultant 
for the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and establishing 
his home here.

Campaign finance re-
ports showed Weld had the 
advantage for both fund-
raising and spending two 

weeks before the election. 
Weld had raised $25,785 by 
March 18 compared to the 
Werthmann campaign’s 
$19,620. Weld had spent 
$17,000 compared to about 
$9,900 the Werthmann 
campaign had used.

A look at voting wards 
each candidate won and 
demographic data avail-
able for those areas shows 
some differences in areas 
that leaned toward Weld 
and others that tended 
toward Werthmann.

Breaking down the results
Newer neighborhoods gave Weld the win; 

Werthmann’s support focused in downtown

Weld Werthmann

By Dunn County News

Clint Moses, Chris Free-
man and incumbent David 
Styer won the three open 
Menomonie school board 
seats up for grabs in Tues-
day’s election, according to 
unofficial results.

Initial returns from Dunn 
County on Tuesday night 
indicated candidate Nell Heif-
ner-Johnson came out ahead 
of Freeman by 23 votes. How-
ever, those reported numbers 
did not include ballots from 
one piece of voting equipment 
in the city of Menomonie, 
county clerk Julie Wathke said 
Wednesday morning.

Menomonie 
school 

board race 
corrected

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Conserva-
tive Brian Hagedorn’s strong 
showing in Wisconsin’s Su-
preme Court race cheered state 
Republicans Wednesday, with 
their first positive result in a 
statewide election since 2016 
suggesting reasons for optimism 
next year in a critical presiden-
tial battleground.

Hagedorn led liberal-backed 
Lisa Neubauer by 5,962 votes — 
less than half a percentage point 
— in a race that could still go 
to a recount. But it came after 
a string of losses by Republi-
cans in special and statewide 
elections since Donald Trump 
carried the state.

While Republicans were 
excited, they were also cautious 
about what Hagedorn’s showing 
means for President Donald 
Trump’s re-election.

“Nobody should assume be-
cause Republicans won this race 
that they will continue to win 
everything else,” Republican 
strategist and former state GOP 
leader Brandon Scholz said. 
“This is one election where all 
the pieces came together at the 

end. 2020 is an entirely differ-
ent, politically charged animal 
with the presidential race.”

Republican U.S. Sen. Ron 
Johnson, who has been leading 
GOP efforts to rebound follow-
ing the 2018 election, credited 
Hagedorn’s showing with a 
ground-up engagement with 
conservatives who were angry 
with attacks in the race and na-

tional Democratic priorities.
“This is the recipe for suc-

cess,” he said. “That’s what I’ve 
been preaching since the day af-
ter the November 2018 election. 
We have to energize, rely on the 
grassroots.”

Hagedorn benefited from a 
late infusion of $1.2 million from 
the Republican State Leadership 
Committee. Conservative talk 

radio, including former Re-
publican Gov. Scott Walker for 
three hours the day before the 
election, also worked to drive 
up turnout.

Republicans compared attacks 
on Hagedorn to those on U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh. National political 
fights over the release of Robert 
Mueller’s investigation into 
Trump and ongoing court bat-
tles over a lame-duck legislative 
session in Wisconsin also fueled 
interest in the race, GOP strate-
gists said.

Hagedorn said attacks against 
him over long-ago blog writ-
ings, including calling Planned 
Parenthood a “wicked organi-
zation” and denouncing court 
rulings that favored gay rights, 
motivated his supporters.

Democrats took the result as 
a sign that despite a string of 
wins, including ousting Walker 
in November, nothing can be 
taken for granted.

“Not that Democrats needed 
it, but it’s another wakeup call 
that every single election here is 
going to be highly competitive,” 
said Democratic strategist Joe 
Zepecki. 

GOP sees positive 2020 sign in 
Wisconsin Supreme Court race

Associated Press

Judge Brian Hagedorn and Mrs. Christina Hagedorn cast their 
votes in the 2019 Spring in the Town of Summit, Wis., Tuesday. The 
Wisconsin Supreme Court race is a judicial showdown between two 
state Appeals Court judges, Lisa Neubauer and Brian Hagedorn.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Trigg Zickefoose of American Fence in Chippewa Falls works on the fence around the new UW-Eau Claire softball field dugouts 
at Bollinger Fields on Wednesday. The Blugold softball team has their home opener next Wednesday against River Falls. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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