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By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Some Somali-Americans 
in western Wisconsin have 
been separated from their 
children and family members 
for several years, and stricter 
immigration policies have 
made reunification harder, 
several Barron residents said 
Thursday at UW-Eau Claire.

Barron is home to hun-
dreds of Somalis. Many fled 
war and conflict in Somalia in 
the late 1990s and 2000s.

Though the refugees have 
made homes in Barron, some 
having become American cit-
izens, many are still waiting 
for word of their families.

Some don’t know where 
their children are. They also 
don’t know how long they’ll 
wait to be reunited.

“When I came to the U.S., 
I was thinking my children 
would join me in six months,” 
Hawa Hassan said Thursday 

at UW-Eau Claire through an 
interpreter, Barron resident 
Abas Moalin.

But Hassan hasn’t seen her 
three children for six years, 
since September 2013.

Hassan and three other 
Somali-American Barron 
residents, who are or are in 
the process of becoming U.S. 
citizens, spoke Thursday in 
a presentation, “Refugees & 
Immigrants in Barron Coun-
ty: The Voices of Despair 
& Hope,” hosted by faculty 
members of the UW Col-
lege of Nursing and Health 
Sciences.

A several-country trav-
el ban and what President 
Donald Trump has called 
“extreme vetting” has made 
family reunification for Bar-
ron Somalis a longer process, 
said Nancy Pike, a member of 
bipartisan group Immigration 
Advocates of Barron County.

Despite stricter immigra-
tion rules during Trump’s 
administration, the Barron 
residents who spoke Thurs-
day said they were grateful 
to the U.S. and the Barron 
community.

“It’s like a mother helps 
her children grow; the U.S. is 

like a mother,” said Hassan, 
who said she has begun the 
process to be reunited with 
her children.

Fadumo Hassan, who runs 

Bushra Fashion Shop in Bar-
ron, estimates there are over 
600 Somalis in the city.

Barron’s population, as of 
2010, was 3,423, according to 
U.S. census data. In 2017, over 
13% of that population was 
black or African-American.

After the presentation 
Thursday, Pike rattled off 
directions to Fadumo’s store: 
It’s off U.S. 8, turn left after 
the Dollar General. Fadumo 
nods and adds: “Next to the 
mosque.”

Fadumo, who’s lived in the 
city for seven years, has two 
sons; she’s waiting for them 
to join her in Barron.

Another Barron resident, 
Abdinasir Abdi, has lived 
there for four years. He’s a 
native of Somalia but was a 
refugee in Malta before trav-
eling to Wisconsin; his family 
hasn’t joined him yet. He has 
10 children, he said.

Evolving rules
The U.S. Supreme Court 

last year upheld Trump’s 
December 2017 travel ban on 
five mostly Muslim countries, 
including Somalia, and two 
non-Muslim countries.

FamiLieS 
SeParaTed

Some local 
Somalis say they 

still wait for 
children, family 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Hawa Hassan, left, and Fadumo Hassan of Barron paused while an interpreter explained how their children have not been 
reunited with them after years of waiting. They spoke during “Refugees & Immigrants in Barron County: The Voices of Despair & 
Hope” Thursday at UW-Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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Abdinasir Abdi spoke about 
life in Barron as a refugee 
during “Refugees & Immi-
grants in Barron County: The 
Voices of Despair & Hope” 
Thursday at UW-Eau Claire.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

Rep. Rob Summerfield, 
R-Bloomer, is disappoint-
ed that the Assembly fell 
short in overriding a veto 
Thursday 
that would 
have restored 
$15 million in 
funding for 
mental health 
beds in the 
Chippewa 
Valley.

The veto 
fell on a 62-34 vote along 
party lines, with all Repub-
licans present voting for the 
override and all Democrats 
present voting against it.

The bill would have 
awarded a $15 million grant 
to the Hospital Sisters 
Health System to expand 
psychiatric bed capacity 
by 22 beds between HSHS 
Sacred Heart Hospital in 
Eau Claire and HSHS St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Chip-
pewa Falls. The measure 
was approved by both the 
Assembly and Senate but 
was later vetoed by Gov. 
Tony Evers.

Evers redirected that $15 
million and sent it to expand 
psychiatric services at 
Mendota Juvenile Treatment 
Center near Madison. Sum-
merfield was stunned when 
Evers vetoed the funding.

“It was almost kind of a 
punch in the stomach. I was 
flabbergasted,” Summerfield 
said. 

Veto 
override 

fails
Bill would have 
added mental 
health beds

Summerfield

See VETOES  Page 2A

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin 
Republicans dodged the Dem-
ocratic governor’s call to pass a 
pair of gun control bills during 
a special session that ended 
as soon as it began Thursday, 
brushing aside advocates’ 
demands to take action before 
more people die.

Gov. Tony Evers, the state 
attorney general, gun control 
advocates and Democratic 
lawmakers all urged Republi-
cans to vote on the bills. But 
Republicans ignored them, 
convening the special session 
separately in the Senate and 
Assembly and adjourning 
within seconds without taking 
action.

Evers last month ordered a 
special session for Thursday 
afternoon to address bills that 
would impose universal back-
ground checks on gun sales and 
establish a so-called red flag law 

in Wisconsin. Such laws allow 
family members and police to 
ask judges to temporarily seize 
firearms from people who may 
pose a threat.

Citing polls showing broad 

support for both ideas, Evers 
said Republicans will face blow-
back from voters at the next 
election over their inaction.

“If you refuse the people 
of this state a vote on these 
proposals, you are once again 
denying the will of the people, 
circumventing the democratic 
process, and refusing to do your 
jobs as elected officials,” Evers 
wrote in a letter to Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos and Senate 
Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald 
on Thursday.

Democratic Assembly Minori-
ty Leader Gordon Hintz said 
Republicans should vote or risk 
losing power as in an election 
this week in Virginia, where gun 
violence was a major campaign 
issue.

“Failing to act on basic public 
safety measures is accepting 
there is nothing we can do to 
make our communities safer,” 
Hintz said. 

GOP dodges gov.’s gun control request
Evers wanted pair 
of bills passed in 
special session

Associated Press

Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul speaks during the We Are the 
80% rally on Thursday at the State Capitol in Madison.
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