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approves borrowing
Money goes to refunding 
bonds, street and sewer 
projects. Page 3A

» Survey: 2020 has 
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Americans are the unhappiest 
they’ve been in 50 years.  
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

After a three-month-long 
closure, the Chippewa 
Valley Museum is 

reopening today with new 
requirements for masks and 
social distancing.

The museum will require employees and 
visitors to wear masks, and ask visitors to 
stay at least six feet apart from people they 
don’t live with.

“The Health Department strongly recom-
mended masks … we felt that was the safest 
thing to do for the public, so we added an 
extra layer of precaution,” said museum di-
rector Carrie Ronnander on Tuesday. “To be 
frank, (opening) is exciting but there’s some 
trepidation. How is this really going to go?”

As the popular Eau Claire museum reopens 
with limited summer hours, it’s changing 
more of its day-to-day operations to cut down 
on COVID-19 transmission risk, Ronnander 
said.

The museum’s new summer hours are 5 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday and noon to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day through Sunday.

Visitor groups must be of nine or fewer 
people, with a 50-person cap on the building 
at any one time. Museum exhibits are rear-
ranged so people can follow one-way foot 

traffic; hands-on elements have been tempo-
rarily removed from most exhibits.

Museum visitors and employees must stay 
six feet apart. Staffers will clean commonly 
touched surfaces every 30 to 60 minutes, and 
hand sanitizer and disposable masks will be 
offered to visitors.

If attendees show signs of COVID-19 symp-
toms, they won’t be allowed into the building, 
according to the museum’s reopening plan. 
Signs of COVID-19 infection include a fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, chills, 
muscle aches or congestion.

Olaf Lind, museum communications spe-
cialist, called it “a gradual reopening.”

“This allows time for staff to learn new pro-
cedures and see what works and doesn’t work 
in our main museum building,” Lind said in a 
news release from the museum Tuesday.

Some exhibits will stay closed, likely until 
later in the year, Ronnander said. Visitors 
won’t be able to access the History Quest 
exhibit, ice cream parlor, museum store, Log 
House and Sunnyview School House just 
yet.

That’s because the museum depends on 
volunteers to help daily operations, Ron-
nander said. Its roughly 300 volunteers 
are mostly over age 60, putting them in a 
category that’s higher-risk for coronavirus 
complications — so six of the museum’s 10 
staff members will be overseeing the exhibits 
during the first phase of reopening, Ron-
nander said.

MUSEUM STAGES 
CAUTIOUS REOPENING 
Masks, social distancing part of new rules at Chippewa Valley Museum

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Chippewa Valley Museum director Carrie Ronnander, left, and volunteer Richard Kraemer cover an old voting machine display 
Tuesday at the museum in Carson Park. The museum is slated to reopen today after a three-month closure due to the coronavi-
rus. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire County resi-
dents are among the best in 
the nation so far at ensuring 
they are counted in the 
2020 census.

Despite the COVID-19 
pandemic and its chilling 
effect on regional efforts 
to promote participation 
in the once-a-decade 
head count of the nation’s 
population, 77.4% of Eau 
Claire County households 
had filled out their census 
forms through Sunday.

That ranked seventh 
among the state’s 72 coun-
ties and 25th among all 
3,215 counties in the United 
States, according to figures 
released by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

Chippewa 
Valley 

shines in 
census 

response
Eau Claire, St. 
Croix counties 

in top 25 in U.S.

Ways to be 
Counted

Residents can submit infor-
mation for the 2020 census in 
multiple ways:
• Online: my2020census.gov.

• Phone: 844-330-2020.

• Mail: Complete the paper 
questionnaire received by 
homes that didn’t first re-
spond online or by phone.

By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — A divided 
Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled 
Tuesday that a judge’s decision 
to become Facebook friends 
with a woman whose child 
custody case he was hearing 
created at least the appearance 
of bias, the first case of its kind 
in the state and one that could 
test the boundaries of social 
media use by judges.

The case presented the 
question of whether a judge can 
violate due process rights by 
becoming friends with some-
one on Facebook. That hasn’t 
been addressed yet by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, making the case 
one it may want to take up, said 
attorney Brandon Schwartz.

“Social media is obviously 
not going away,” said Schwartz, 
who represented the mother 
fighting for custody of her 
child. “It would be an opportu-
nity to provide some guidance 
by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to all of the courts across the 
country.”

The ruling was the latest in 
a series of examples across the 
country where a judge’s ac-
tions on social media call into 
question their ability to fairly 

consider cases before them. For 
example, two years ago the Flor-
ida Supreme Court said judges 
could be Facebook friends with 
attorneys.

Schwartz said the Wisconsin 
case was the first case of its kind 
where a violation of due process 
rights was alleged because of 
a judge becoming friends with 
someone on Facebook.

“It’s an issue the U.S. Supreme 
Court may have an interest in,” 
he said.

In Tuesday’s ruling, the court 
determined that “the extreme 
facts of this case rebut the 
presumption of judicial impar-
tiality,” a due process violation. 
Justice Annette Ziegler also 
used the case to “strongly urge” 
Wisconsin judges to “weigh the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of using electronic social media 
like Facebook.”

“I am concerned that no mat-
ter how cautious and attentive 
the judge may be, a judge who 
uses electronic social media 
may expose both the judge and 
the judiciary as a whole to an 
appearance of bias or impropri-
ety,” she wrote as part of the 4-3 
majority.

But Justice Brian Hagedorn, in 
a dissent, said even though the 
case involves social media, “an 
area comparatively unexplored 
in judicial ethics circles,” the 
facts are rather ordinary and the 
judge’s actions did not violate 
the due process rights of the 
father as he fought for custody 
rights. 

Judge’s Facebook friendship upends custody case
Divided state 

Supreme Court 
rules actions 

create at least the 
appearance of bias

Associated Press

The Wisconsin Supreme Court listens during oral arguments in a 
case May 15, 2019, at the Wisconsin state Capitol in Madison.

More 
Information

COVID-19 cases in Wis-
consin, as of Tuesday.

(Number in parenthe-
sis is the increase in the 
past day)

Barron ..................... 26 (+1)

Buffalo ............. 7; 2 deaths

Chippewa ............... 63 (+1)

Clark............... 51; 4 deaths

Dunn ............................... 29

Eau Claire ............ 138 (+1)

Jackson ............ 21; 1 death

Pepin .................................. 1

Pierce ............................... 57

Rusk .................................10

St. Croix .................116 (+5)

Trempealeau ...........71 (+7)

State ............23,198 (+266)

Deaths ...................703 (+9)

Source: Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services
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