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By Lisa Mascaro 
AP Congressional 

Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Con-
gress convened Sunday for 
the start of a new session, 
swearing in lawmakers 
during a tumultuous period 
as a growing number of Re-
publicans work to challenge 
Joe Biden’s victory over 
President Donald Trump and 
the coronavirus surges.

Democrat Nancy Pelosi 
was reelected as House 
speaker by her party, which 
retains the majority in the 
House but with the slimmest 
margin in 20 years after a 
November election wipeout.

Opening the Senate could 
be among Mitch McCon-
nell’s final acts as majority 
leader. Republican control is 
in question until Tuesday’s 
runoff elections for two Sen-
ate seats in Georgia. The out-
come will determine which 
party holds the chamber.

The House and Senate 
opened at noon, as required 
by law, with strict COVID 
protocols.

It’s often said that divided 
government can be a time for 
legislative compromises, but 
lawmakers are charging into 
the 117th Congress with the 
nation more torn than ever, 
disputing even basic facts 
including that Biden won the 
presidential election.

Before stepping down last 
month, Attorney General 
William Barr, a Republican 
appointed by Trump, said 
there was no evidence of 
fraud that affected the elec-
tion’s outcome. 

Congress 
opens new 

session
Virus, Biden’s 
win dominate

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — As they prepare to 
launch new terms, Chippewa Valley 
legislators are pledging to seek areas 
of bipartisan agreement.

While that may be music to the ears 
of residents seeking more cooperation 
and less partisan bickering in Wiscon-
sin’s Legislature, lawmakers acknowl-
edged that it remains to be seen if 
Democrats and Republicans will find 
a way to work together on solutions to 
problems they agree need addressing.

Expanding broadband, fixing roads 
and securing the balance of funding 
for the planned new science building 
at UW-Eau Claire are among the pri-
orities regional lawmakers from both 
parties listed for 2021 that they said 
offer the most promise for bipartisan 
agreement.

But despite the hope and promise 
associated with the start of a new 
legislative session, Rep. Jodi Emerson, 
D-Eau Claire, warned that relations 
between Republicans and Democrats 
aren’t starting off on the right foot be-
cause of a lingering area of COVID-19 
pandemic disagreement: masks.

GOP leaders aren’t allowing virtual 
options for committees or sessions but 
also aren’t requiring those in atten-
dance to wear masks — a set of cir-
cumstances that had some Assembly 
Democrats threatening to skip today’s 
inauguration ceremony. Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers swore in the Assem-
bly’s 38 Democratic members virtually 
last week so they didn’t need to attend 
today’s formal event to begin their 
terms.

“When we can’t even come together 
and agree to keep each other, press 
and Capitol staff safe from a pandemic, 
I’m not feeling optimistic that the par-
ties are going to be coming together to 
help the people of the state of Wiscon-
sin,” Emerson said.

While Sen. Jeff Smith, D-town of 
Brunswick, said he fears progress will 
be difficult when it appears the top 
priority of many state Republicans is 
to make the governor look bad, Rep. 
Rob Summerfield, R-Bloomer, argued 
cooperation is a two-way street and 
said Evers should issue fewer execu-
tive orders and do more negotiating 
with Republican leaders.

Lawmakers seek 
topics of consensus
But cooperation on budget, redistricting, virus 

measures expected to prove challenging 

Contributed photo

After an inauguration ceremony today at the Wiscon-
sin State Capitol, legislators will begin a new session 
in which they will tackle the state budget, redistricting 
and other issues.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Nanny Emma Engstrom of Altoona sleds with sisters Amelia Rumphol, 8, middle, and Eleanor, 6, of Eau Claire, Tuesday at Seven Bump 
Hill in Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

SLEDDING FUN

By Gary D. Robertson 
Associated Press

The U.S. ramped up COVID-19 
vaccinations in the past few days 
after a slower-than-expected 
start, bringing to 4 million the 
number of Americans who have 
received shots, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci said Sunday.

The government’s top infec-
tious-disease expert also said on 
ABC’s “This Week” that Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s pledge to 
administer 100 million shots of 
the vaccine within his first 100 
days in office is achievable.

And he rejected President 
Donald Trump’s claim on 
Twitter that coronavirus deaths 
and cases in the U.S. have been 
greatly exaggerated.

“All you need to do ... is go into 
the trenches, go into the hospi-
tals, go into the intensive care 
units and see what is happening. 
Those are real numbers, real 
people and real deaths,” Fauci 
said on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

The U.S. death toll has 
climbed past 350,000, the most 
of any country, according to 
data compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University, while more than 

20 million people nationwide 
have been infected. States have 
reported record numbers of 
cases over the past few days, 
and funeral homes in Southern 
California are being inundated 
with bodies.

Experts believe the real num-
bers of deaths and infections 
are much higher and that many 
cases were overlooked, in part 
because of insufficient testing.

Fauci said he has seen “some 
little glimmer of hope” after 1.5 
million doses were adminis-
tered in the previous 72 hours, a 
strong increase in vaccinations. 

He said that brings the total to 
about 4 million.

But he acknowledged the U.S. 
is well short of its goal of having 
20 million people vaccinated by 
the end of 2020. He said about 13 
million doses have been distrib-
uted to clinics, hospitals and 
other places where they will be 
administered.

“There have been a couple of 
glitches. That’s understandable,” 
Fauci said. “We are not where 
we want to be, there’s no doubt 
about that.”
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