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Eau Claire County had a good 
2018, with increased downtown 
development, improved leisure 
activities and a stronger focus 
on agriculture, county leaders 
said at a Friday morning Cham-
ber of Commerce event.

County Administrator Kath-
ryn Schauf said in her State 

of the County 
address that the 
county is effec-
tively working 
with other mu-
nicipalities and 
area businesses 
to grow the 
region.

“We believe Eau 
Claire County, 
and all the organizations that 
make up this county, have this 
cohesion,” Schauf said. “We are 
going to, as a county govern-
ment, continue to build that 
cohesion.”

Colleen Bates, 
who has been on 
the County Board 
since 1983 and is 
the vice chairwom-
an, raved about the 
positive impacts of 
the Pablo Center at 
the Confluence.

“It has truly 
turned around our 

downtown area,” Bates said of 
the performing arts center.

In leisure and education, the 
county has added LED lights to 
ski trails at Tower Ridge Recre-
ation Area ski trails, and added 

41 acres to the county forest, as 
well as rehabilitating 3.5 miles in 
the ATV trail system.

“We believe we have the qual-
ity of life to attract people to the 
area,” Bates said.

The county also has an ex-
panded UW-Extension office 
providing a variety of services, 
they said. Schauf said officials 
are implementing real-time pro-
gramming in the county.

“For every dollar we lever-
age in Extension, we get $3 in 
return,” Bates said.

Leaders: EC County in good place
Municipalities, 
groups working 

together

SchaufBates
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will hold a sec-
ond summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un to try to 
broker a deal to coax the North 
to give up its nuclear weapons, 
the White House announced 
Friday.

News of a second meeting 

with the reclusive North Korean 
leader came after Trump’s 
90-minute meeting in the Oval 
Office with a North Korean 
envoy, Kim Yong Chol, who 
traveled to Washington to 
discuss denuclearization talks. 
Trump and Kim Jong Un are to 
meet near the end of February 
at a place to be announced later, 

said White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders.

“The United States is going 
to continue to keep pressure 
and sanctions on North Korea 
until we see fully and verified 
denuclearization,” Sanders 
said. “We’ve had very good 
steps and good faith from the 
North Koreans in releasing 

the hostages and other moves. 
And so we’re going to continue 
those conversations and the 
president looks forward to the 
next meeting.”

In May, North Korea released 
three American detainees and 
sent them home with Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo after his 
meeting with the North Korean 
leader in Pyongyang.

Trump, Kim Jong Un to hold 2nd summit

By TODD RICHMOND

Associated Press

MADISON — Top Re-
publicans in the Wisconsin 
Legislature violated the 
First Amendment when they 
blocked a liberal advocacy 
group from seeing their 
Twitter feeds, a federal 
judge ruled Friday.

U.S. District 
Judge Wil-
liam Con-
ley’s deci-
sion marks 
liberal group 
One Wiscon-
sin Now’s second 
legal victory in as many 
days over Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos. Another feder-
al judge, James Peterson, 
on Thursday struck down 
early-voting restrictions 
Vos and his fellow Repub-
licans passed in a conten-
tious lame-duck session in 
December. One Wisconsin 
Now and other groups had 
challenged those provisions 
days after former Gov. Scott 
Walker signed them into 
law.

Judge: 
GOP can’t 

block 
Twitter 

comments

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Despite the chilly conditions, Mark 
Anderson was happy to be outside 
Friday night.

That’s because it was opening 
night of the 133rd anniversary Silver 
Mine Invitational ski jumping tour-
nament.

It’s an event Anderson, 60, has 
attended almost every year since he 

was just a boy.
“I just really like ski jumping,” An-

derson said. “I love watching those 
guys fly that distance.”

He marveled that some of the top 
jumpers in the international field 
soar 300 feet through the air before 
touching down on the impossibly 
steep landing area covered in man-
made snow.

Fans flock to Silver Mine for annual ski jumping tournament

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Michael Jastrow of the Eau Claire Flying Eagles Ski Club grooms the hill Friday before the start of the 133rd anniversary Silver 
Mine Invitational. The ski jumping tournament resumes today at 6 p.m., with gates opening at 4 p.m. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

If You Go
• What: Silver Mine Invitational.

• When: Today.

• Where: Silver Mine Ski Hill, 2770 Silvermine Drive.

• Schedule: 4 p.m., gates open; 5 p.m., opening cere-

monies; 6 p.m., Charter Bank 5 Hills Tournament; 

and 8:30 p.m., Xcel Energy Long Standing Jump.

• Tickets: $15 at the gate. Children 12 and younger 

and veterans and active members of the military ID 

get in free.
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