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< Project allows  young people to dig 
into tractor restoration. Page 1D.
• Management key to combating 
soybean diseases. Page 3C.
• Gardeners can have plenty of 
indoor winter fun. Page 6C.
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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

SURING — For de-
cades, the Hischke name 
was synonymous with milk 
hauling.

Eugene Hischke first 
regularly drove a milk truck 
on Jan. 1, 1952, as a bright-
eyed 17-year-old eager to 
help his grandparents.

Along the way, his son, 
Bruce, followed in his 
father’s footsteps, first hop-

ping in the driver’s seat of a 
milk truck at the age of 16.

By the time the last drop 
of milk was unloaded by 
Hischke Trucking on Dec. 
31, 2018 — the family’s last 
official day of work together 
before retiring — Eugene 
had devoted 67 years to his 
craft and Bruce had dutiful-
ly put in another 47 years.

Faithfully supporting 
them every step of the way 
was Eugene’s wife, Joyce, 
who put in plenty of hours 

herself driving milk trucks 
and packing lunches when-
ever needed.

“Sooner or later I guess 
you have to retire, and I guess 
this was the time for all of 
us,” said Eugene, 84. “It’s 
going to take us some time to 
get used to this — not haul-
ing milk anymore. It’s what I 
did almost my whole life.”

Bruce, 63, echoed similar 
sentiments, saying: “Our 
family was a cog in the 
milk production here in 
Wisconsin all these years, 
and that’s something we’ll 
always be proud of.

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

WISCONSIN DELLS 
— This past summer, John 
Wentz had the opportunity 
to help a neighbor on his 
grazing operation after 
he had a knee replaced. 
Tasked with moving 50 
head of Black Angus cattle, 
Wentz had the challenge of 
doing it without the help of 
stock dogs, which he has 
used successfully on his 
own sheep operation for 
many years.

“It forced me to figure 
out other ways to get them 
moving when they needed 
to go,” he said. “Some of 
the things I would have 
normally done I had to 
change because I only had 
myself and a four-wheeler.

“It really was a handicap 
for me.”

Wentz has more than 20 
years of grazing experience 
with dogs; he now owns 
and operates Big Yellow 
Boots Stock Dog Training, 
a facility in south-central 
Wisconsin that specializes 
in training dogs and their 

owners for herding.
But before he got his 

first stock dog, he had no 
background in dog train-
ing — in fact, he owned 
a Corgi and a Weimara-
ner, which aren’t exactly 
the perfect herding dogs. 
Through attending training 
clinics, connecting with ex-
perts and reading up about 
the subject, he was able 
to apply what he learned 
and retrain a dog he had 
purchased.

He told attendees of his 

session at the GrassWorks 
Grazing Conference that 
there are many things to 
consider before buying 
a stock dog, including 
purchase cost, shelter, cost 
of food and how it will be 
trained. The purchase cost 
for a stock dog can vary 
from $2,500 to $12,000 for 
a fully trained animal, but 
he advised that a stock dog 
isn’t like a car — its owner 
will need to learn how to 

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

RICE LAKE — The 
market for sheep and 
goats is strong, but 
prices and the needs 
of buyers for ethnic 
markets can vary widely, 

according 
to Al Stag-
er, market 
manager at 
Equity Co-
operative 
Livestock 
Sales in 
Barron.

“It all 
depends on what buyers 
come in,” says Stager, 
who launched a monthly 
sheep and goat sale last 
May after elimination 
of the Equity lamb pool. 
“There’s no consistency, 
and it can change quick-
ly. I cannot tell you what 
the markets are.”

Speaking Feb. 2 at the 
Indianhead Sheep and 
Goat Breeders Associa-
tion’s Small Ruminant 
Clinic and Trade Show 
in Rice Lake, Stager said 

it pays for producers to 
watch the ethnic markets 
and holidays, and call 
ahead before bringing 
animals in to sell.

“If you’re marketing 
your lambs and want 
real top prices, pay 
attention to a lot of the 
different events going 
on,” he said.

Going into Easter, 
the market wants 70- to 
80-pound animals for 
the ethnic market, he 

In it for the long haul
Hischke family retires after 

decades of milk hauling

Photo by Benjamin Wideman

The Hischke family officially retired from milk hauling after putting in a day’s work on Dec. 31, 2018. Pictured, from left, are Bruce Hischke 
and his parents, Eugene and Joyce Hischke.

Submitted photo

This photo, circa 1960, shows the Hischke family — par-
ents Eugene and Joyce and son Bruce — standing near 
their milk truck.

Training important for stock 
dogs on grazing farms

Submitted photo

Working dogs are put on display every year at Hudson’s 
The Badlands Sno-Park, which hosts the Wisconsin Work-
ing Stock Dog Association’s annual Sheepdog Trials.

Wide variation seen 
in sheep, goat sales

Stager

Equity Cooperative Live-

stock Sales in Barron 

hosts sheep and goat 

sales at 10 a.m. on the 

third Saturday of every 

month. Upcoming dates 

include Feb. 16, March 

16, April 20, May 18 

and June 15.

For more information, 

call 715-537-5618 or 

Al Stager at 608-477-

5825, or email barron@

equitycoop.com.
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