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» Discussing housing
New WHEDA director meets 
with area officials in Eau 
Claire Friday. Page 3A

» Home buying  
wishlist
Real estate experts advise  
researching crime, schools 
before buying. Page 10A
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Blugold alumni 
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move-in day
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SAWDUST STORIES

By B.J. Hollars

Special to the Leader-Telegram

The first rule of road trips is 
to never embark upon a road 
trip. At least not one like ours: 
10 days and 2,500 miles of tent 
camping in the near triple digit 
heat.

Of course, our westward 
adventure had seemed a novel 
idea the previous December, 
when I curled up by the living 

room fire, hot cocoa in hand, 
and painstakingly plotted our 
route: South Dakota’s Badlands 
and Mount Rushmore, followed 
by a night in Douglas, Wyo-

ming, a few more in Fort Col-
lins, and a final night outside 
of Omaha.

Surely, it would be a trip 
for the ages.

The Dark Ages, more 
accurately.

But this observation 
would only become clear 

to me six months later, on the 
fourth night of our road trip, as 
lightning tore through the sky 
near our campsite in Hill City, 
S.D. Cloistered in our darkened 
tent, my wife (who, in addition 
to enduring the usual indigni-
ties of camping, was forced to 
endure them while five months 
pregnant) said nothing. But 
after a decade of marriage, 
her silence couldn’t have been 
clearer — this is all your fault.

“Don’t worry,” I whispered as 
the kids snoozed between us. 
“Nothing but a little rain.”

For once, I was right. The 
rain mostly held, ensuring that 
my nightmare of our muddy 
tent slaloming through the pine 
trees would remain unfounded.

“See?” I whispered to her in 
the pre-dawn light. “What’d I 
tell you?”

Because Mother Nature has a 
sense of humor, she repaid the 
relief she offered us from the 

rain with relentless heat a few 
hours later.

“Who’s ready to see Mount 
Rushmore?” I asked as the sun 
beat down.

That depends, my red-
cheeked children pondered. 
Does it have a water slide?

After entering the national 
monument, we managed the 
half mile hike to the presidents’ 
heads without much trouble. 
By which I mean my children’s 
caterwauling wasn’t so offensive 
that security felt compelled to 
escort us out. Still, more than 
a few battles ensued along the 
way, my seven-year-old son and 
five-year-old daughter — per-
haps channeling the hot-head-
edness of their inner Teddy 
Roosevelts — took to blaming 
each other for the blistering 
heat, the lack of shade, and the 
distance to those heads.

Rules of the road(trip)

B.J.  

HOLLARS
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By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — When it comes 
to throwing horseshoes, Sarah Chaffee 
has ice water in her veins.

“She has a competitive drive,” said her 
dad, Dean Chaffee. “She wants to be the 
one to shoot the free throw at the end of 
the game.”

After watching her dad throw horse-
shoes for several years, Sarah took up 
the sport four years ago.

“I loved watching him (play), and I 
just picked it up,” she said.

Now, 12-year-old Sarah can boast she 
is the best juniors player in the country. 
She was crowned the Junior Girl World 

Champion in a tournament earlier this 
year in Wichita Falls, Texas.

“I like pressure, and being able to suc-
ceed in pressure,” Sarah said. “I have the 
mechanics down.”

A regulation horseshoe is two pounds, 
eight ounces. A horseshoe court, for a 
junior or a woman, is 30 feet long, stake 
to stake. (Men play on a 40-foot-long 
court.) Players typically throw 40 horse-
shoes in a game, two at a time. To be a 

ringer, the horseshoe must land so the 
stake is inside the U-shape; touching the 
stake isn’t good enough. Wind definitely 
could be a factor, but the national tour-
nament was actually held indoors.

Sarah has achieved a consistent score 
of hitting a horseshoe ringer on 75 per-
cent of her tosses, getting perhaps 30-33 
ringers each game.

Fred Lane, Wisconsin State Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association publicity director, 
said it is impressive to watch Sarah suc-
cessfully hit one ringer after another.

“She is the number one girl in the 
nation,” Lane said. “She finished (the 
Wichita Falls tournament) with over 80 
percent ringers. That is actually a world 
record. She’s just very natural and very 
gifted; she’s a natural athlete.”

CF girl is top juniors 
horseshoe thrower in country

Tournament this 
weekend in Eau Claire

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

World Horseshoe Champion Sarah Chaffee is pictured Thursday. Chaffee, 12, is one of the best juniors players in the world. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

If You Go
• What: 97th Wisconsin State Horseshoe 

Tournament

• When: today and Sunday

• Where: Carson Park

• Information: whpahorseshoes.com

See HORSESHOE  Page 2A

By Leader-Telegram 
staff

One woman died and a 
girl was critically injured 
Thursday after a single-ve-
hicle rollover crash on U.S. 
53 between the Clairemont 
Avenue and River Prairie 
Drive exits.

Altoona police responded 
to the crash at about 2:11 p.m. 
Thursday, the department 
said in a news release Friday.

A white Chevy Trailblazer 
lost control while traveling 
southbound, entered the me-
dian and rolled over multiple 
times, landing on its roof 
in the southbound lane, the 
department said.

Two females, both of 
Chippewa Falls, were ejected 
from the vehicle.

One woman, 34, died of 
her injuries at a hospital 
after the crash. The other 
female, 15, was in critical 
condition Friday afternoon, 
the department said.

The department did not 
release the females’ names 
Friday afternoon.

It was the first of two 
Thursday afternoon crashes 
on U.S. 53 in the Eau Claire 
area.

One dead, 
one injured in 
rollover crash

Vehicle lost 
control, 

rolled into 
southbound 

lane
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