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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By William Foy
Leader-Telegram staff

The Bear Creek Band are 
performing for appreciative 
audiences again this summer.

That’s not something to be 
taken for granted, even for a 
group in its 39th year, consid-
ering how COVID-19 has shut 
down live music throughout 
the region and beyond. Band 
founder and keyboardist Dan 
Callan surely welcomes the 
opportunity.

“It’s great to play,” Callan 
said recently during a socially 
distanced interview at Wilson 
Park in Eau Claire, adding 
a bit of self-effacing humor: 
“Of course we probably were 
a little bit rusty, having not 
played for three months.”

Callan said he has found 
that audiences remain “a bit 
leery about getting out,” and 
he shares that concern.

His worry, he said, is that 
opening prematurely, coupled 
with too many people failing 
to follow social distancing 
guidelines and other health 
precautions such as the wear-
ing of face coverings, could 
bring another shutdown that 
could be even more devas-
tating.

“From a financial stand-
point it was necessary for us 
to get to work,” Callan said. 
“On the other hand, I would 
have probably rather waited 
two more weeks or whatever 
the original mandate would 
have been … because if we get 
shut down again it’s going to 
be really bad for the whole 
industry, and I don’t know if 
the industry will ever really 
recover.”

New rules
A Wisconsin Supreme 

Court ruling on May 13 
struck down Gov. Tony Evers’ 

safer-at-home order to fight 
COVID-19. Those rules in-
cluded a statewide ban, enact-
ed March 17, on all gatherings 
of more than 10 people and 
requiring all bars and restau-
rants to close except for 
delivery and pickup orders.

While the state restrictions 
were overturned, counties 
have adopted their own 
rules. Eau Claire County’s 
public health order, for 
instance, currently allows 
up to 100 people at indoor 
gatherings and 250 people 
at outdoor gatherings. The 
order further dictates people 
still follow the 6-foot social 
distancing rule.

Other regional musicians 
share the mix of delight in re-
turning to the stage and con-
scientiousness about health 
and safety considerations.

Tommy Bentz, who re-
sumed doing live performanc-
es June 14 with his self-named 
blues-rock band, has noticed 
the exuberance of crowds.

“There’s a lot of people that 
I’ve seen when they’ve come 
out you can tell everyone’s 
just really happy to be there 
and they’re out of their house, 
they’re watching music,” he 
said.

But he has seen some varia-
tion in how crowds are heed-

ing the recommendations.
“I can tell some people are 

being conscious of it, some 
people are being maybe less 
conscious of it; some people 
are wearing masks, some peo-
ple aren’t,” he said, although 
he added: “I would say for the 
most part I feel like our area’s 
a bit more level-headed than 
others.”

It’s a similar situation for 
the rock-country trio Kaiged 
Acoustic, said Kim Negus, 
who performs in the group 
along with Paige Lieberman, 
Negus’ daughter, and Christy 
Serum.

“It is wonderful,” she said 
with a laugh when asked 
about the enthusiasm over 
the restart of live gigs. “Our 
first gig back we knew what 
we needed to freshen up on. 
I was like, my goodness, I 
don’t know how to play these 
things. But once we felt the 
three of us singing together 
again, it gave you chills be-
cause it’s just such an aesthet-
ic experience to create music 
together. It feels so good.”

Negus, who is a music 
therapist as well as a musi-
cian, emphasized the need for 
caution.

“People are so excited to be 
back out and doing this,” she 
said. “Some are distancing 

themselves; you can see the 
people do that. But the major-
ity of the people we’re seeing 
are embracing other people. 
And they’re starting to get the 
attitude of the herd immunity. 
And I hear that a lot.”

Her advice: “Let’s maybe 
be a little more cautious until 
we get a vaccine would be the 
ideal situation, and I know it’s 
going to be hard for everyone 
to keep isolated.”

Pandemic preview
Peter Gruetzmacher, owner 

of Jake’s Supper Club near 
Menomonie, has worked to 
ensure that his establishment 
has reopened to live music 
as safely as possible. He got 
a head start, compared with 
others in the Chippewa Val-
ley, on planning for COVID-
19’s onslaught. On March 8, 
he was in New York’s LaGuar-
dia International Airport, 
returning from a cruise. The 
coronavirus had not yet made 
an impact on the Chippewa 
Valley but “was really kind 
of blowing up in New York,” 
he said. From the airport 
he called his team and told 
them to start buying sanitiz-
er, gloves and taking other 
necessary measures.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Nearly a quarter of a 
million acres of Wiscon-
sin’s agricultural land were 
developed or compromised 
from 2001-2016, according to 
American Farmland Trust’s 
recently released “Farms 
Under Threat: The State of 
the States” report.

That development leaves 
Wisconsin with nearly 15 
million acres of agricultural 
land, and, according to the 
report, leaves Wisconsin’s 
conversion threat higher 
than its policy response, 
compared to other states.

Because the agriculture 
industry in Wisconsin con-
tributes $104.8 billion to the 
state’s economy, Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion Secretary-designee Ran-
dy Romanski said Wisconsin 
is dependent on farmers and 
understands that threat to the 
state’s farmland.

“Our farmers feed their 
neighbors, they feed the 
state, they feed the nation 
and they feed the world,” 
Romanski said. “There is a 
need to conserve and pre-
serve farmland for the ben-
efit of our states economy. 
But there’s also a heritage 
component. Agriculture is 
part of our state’s roots.

Study: 
State ag 

land under 
threat

About a quarter 
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Playing with caution
Enthusiasm, 

health 
considerations 

mark live 
music’s return in 

region

Contributed photo

Members of the Bear Creek Band model health and safety precautions for audiences attending 
live shows in amid the COVID-19 outbreak. The veteran band plays songs ranging from Lady A 
to Lady Gaga.

BlaZE oF lIGHT

Staff Photo by Dan Reiland

A full moon shares the sky with Eau Claire’s fireworks display as viewed from the Lismore Hotel parking 
ramp Sunday in downtown Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Patrick Whittle 
and Carolyn  

 Thompson
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine 
— School districts 
across America are in 
the midst of making 
wrenching decisions 
over how to resume 
classes in settings 
radically altered by the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic, with school buses 
running below capac-
ity, virtual learning, 
outdoor classrooms and 
quarantine protocols 
for infected children the 
new norm.

The plans for the up-
coming school year are 
taking shape by the day, 
and vary district to dis-
trict, state to state. The 
debates have been highly 
emotional, with tempers 
flaring among parents 
and administrators, and 
have been made all the 
more vexing by record 
numbers of COVID-19 
cases being reported 
each day.
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