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» Chippewa Falls family  
displaced after blaze
No one hurt, but structure 
damage estimated at $50,000. 
Page 3A

» Lunchbox recipes  
not just for school
Pizza Roll-Ups, Turkey  
Ranch Club Wraps add  
flavors to day. Page 8A

Tomorrow
Chippewa Falls 
City Council 
meets
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By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Some Eau Claire parents 
are urging the district to 
rework Roosevelt Elementary 
School’s entrance to make the 
school more secure, calling 
for upgrades that would send 
visitors through the school’s 
office before entering the stu-
dent areas.

The Eau Claire school board 
will hear a report on the project 
at their meeting Monday, said 
schools Superintendent Mary 
Ann Hardebeck.

While Roosevelt’s doors are 
locked and visitors must pro-
vide identification to secretar-
ies before being buzzed in to 
the building, the school lacks 
something that the other district 
schools have: Roosevelt doesn’t 
have a breezeway, or hallway, 
that requires visitors to pass the 
school office before reaching 
classroom and student areas, 
Hardebeck said.

“I think it’s an urgent need,” 
said Kelly Hendrickson, whose 
children attend Roosevelt. “We 
should have that level of securi-
ty that all the other schools are 
having.”

Roosevelt parent Gina Cald-
well urged the school board at 
an Aug. 19 meeting to upgrade 
the school’s entrance this year.

“Having a safe and secure 
entrance to an Eau Claire school 
should not be determined on 
what school you attend. It should 
be a right for every student in 
our district,” Caldwell said.

Emma Holmen, a student 
entering fifth grade at Roosevelt, 
also asked the board at a July 22 
meeting to consider the addition.

“Kids should feel comfortable 
at school, not worrying about 
some break-in and how easy it 
would be to sneak past the office 
… the one thing (all schools) 
should all have is top-notch safe-
ty and security,” Holmen said at 
the meeting.

Eau Claire school board mem-
bers have requested the project 
be completed as soon as possi-
ble, said board President Eric 
Torres: “All of us recognize that 
there’s a need, that we’re going 
to address it.

District 
may add 
security 
in 2020

Parents urge 
district to approve 
secure entrance 

for Roosevelt

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman
Above: Canines have 

their day Monday at 
Fairfax Park Pool as Eau 
Claire Parks and Rec-
reation holds its annual 
Doggie Swim Fest. The 
popular event brings to 
an end the pool’s 2019 
season. Proceeds of 
$10 per dog benefit Eau 
Claire’s off-leash dog 
parks and the Eau Claire 
Police Department K-9 
program. View more 
photos at LeaderTele-
gramPhotos.com.
Right: Sunday’s ses-

sion allowed for dogs in 
the Fairfax Park Pool.

paddLING 
pups aT pLay

NASSAU, Bahamas 
(AP) — Hurricane Dorian 
unleashed massive flooding 
across the Bahamas on Mon-
day, pummeling the islands 
with so much wind and 
water that authorities urged 
people to find flotatation 
devices and grab hammers 
to break out of their attics 
if necessary. At least five 
deaths were blamed on the 
storm.

“We are in the midst of 
a historic tragedy,” Prime 
Minister Hubert Minnis said 
in announcing the fatalities. 
He called the devastation 
“unprecedented and exten-
sive.”

The fearsome Category 
4 storm slowed almost to 
a standstill as it shredded 
roofs, hurled cars and forced 
even rescue crews to take 
shelter until the onslaught 
passed.

Officials said they re-
ceived a “tremendous” 
number of calls from people 
in flooded homes. A radio 
station received more than 
2,000 distress messag-
es, including reports of a 
5-month-old baby stranded 
on a roof and a grandmother 
with six grandchildren who 
cut a hole in a roof to escape 
rising floodwaters. Other 
reports involved a group 
of eight children and five 
adults stranded on a high-
way and two storm shelters 
that flooded.

Dorian 
triggers 
massive 
flooding
Bahamas leader 

calls destruction ‘a 
historic tragedy’

By Stefanie Dazio 

Associated Press

SANTA BARBARA, 
Calif. — A fire raged 
through a boat carrying 
recreational scuba divers 
anchored near an island 
off the Southern Califor-
nia coast early Monday, 
leaving at least eight 
people dead and hope di-
minishing that any of the 
26 people still missing 
would be found alive.

Five crew members es-
caped by jumping off the 
boat and taking refuge on 
an inflatable boat.

Rescuers recovered 
four bodies from the 

waters just off Santa Cruz 
Island and spotted four 
others on the ocean near 
where fire-raged boat 
sank. They were continu-
ing to search for survi-
vors, but Coast Guard 
Capt. Monica Rochester 
cautioned that it was un-
likely anyone else would 
be found alive.

“We will search all the 
way through the night 
into the morning, but I 
think we should all be 
prepared to move into 
the worst outcome,” she 
told an afternoon news 
conference.

The four bodies 
plucked from the ocean 

about 90 miles northwest 
of Los Angeles all had 
injuries consistent with 
drowning, said Coast 
Guard Lt. Cmdr. Matthew 
Kroll.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear when the bodies on 
the ocean floor might be 
retrieved or when divers 
could search the boat for 
others.

“It’s upside down in 
relatively shallow water 
with receding tides that 
are moving it around,” 
Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff Bill Brown said.

The fire broke out 
aboard the vessel Con-
ception around 3 a.m. 
off Santa Cruz Island, 
part of a chain of rugged 
wind-swept isles that 
form Channel Islands 
National Park in the Pa-
cific Ocean west of Los 
Angeles.

The five crew mem-
bers who escaped were 
rescued by a good Sa-
maritan boat called The 
Grape Escape that was 
anchored nearby. Two 
suffered minor injuries, 
Coast Guard Petty Offi-
cer Mark Barney said.

Hope dims for boaters missing after blaze
Boat carrying scuba divers 

caught fire off Southern 
California coast

Associated Press

In this photo provided by the Ventura County Fire 
Department, VCFD firefighters respond to a boat fire 
Monday off the coast of Southern California.
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