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By Matt Milner
Leader-Telegram editor

EAU CLAIRE 
– Calling the 
Army’s Best 

Ranger Competition 
brutal doesn’t do it 
justice. Even some 
of the best soldiers 
don’t make it through 
all three days.

Eau Claire native 1st Lt. 
Alastair Keys did more than 
just finish. He won.

Stars and Stripes called the 
event the Army’s version of 
the Super Bowl. Teams come 
from a wide range of special-
ties. The 10th Mountain Di-
vision sent a team. Both the 
82nd and 101st Airborne sent 
multiple teams. Four teams 
came from the 75th Ranger 
Regiment, stationed at Ft. 
Benning, where the competi-
tion takes place.

The April 16-18 competition 
started with a nine-mile run 
in predawn darkness. Obsta-
cle courses, swims, marches, 
more runs and eight separate 
marksmanship events fol-
lowed. Sleep didn’t. Winning 
requires a wide-ranging skill 
set and the ability to keep 
pushing through fatigue and 
pain, well beyond the point 
most people would happily 
call it quits.

How tough is the compe-
tition? You’re not just being 
pushed to do hard work for 

hours on end. You’re doing it 
at a point where most people 
would have trouble function-
ing at all. The description 
by Stars and Stripes said the 
three-day challenge allows for 
three hours’ sleep “at most.”

This year began with 52 
teams. By the third day just 

16 were left. At the end, Keys 
was atop the board with his 
partner, 1st Lt. Vince Paikow-
ski. Keys, a 2013 Memorial 
graduate, now has his name 
on one of the top trophies in 
the U.S. Army.

Catherine Keys, Alastair’s 
mom, watched much of the 

competition and said it’s 
nerve-wracking for specta-
tors, too. One event required 
the soldiers to shimmy up a 
rope, walk across a beam sev-
eral stories up and climb up 
and down steps in the middle 
of the beam. It’s pure balance. 
There are no ways to stabi-
lize yourself. At the end of 
the beam competitors climb 
onto another rope and slide 
horizontally to a Ranger tab. 
After touching the tab, they 
drop off the rope and into the 
pond below.

Army’s ‘Best Ranger’ 
hails from Eau Claire

Photo courtesy of U.S. Army/Patrick Albright, Maneuver Center of Excellence, Fort Benning Public Affairs

1st Lt. Vince Paikowski and 1st Lt. Alastair Keys cross the finish line at the completion of the 
20201 Best Ranger Competition. The pair, both of whom are from Wisconsin, took first place.

Photo courtesy of U.S. Army/Patrick Albright, Maneuver Center of Excellence, Fort Benning Public Affairs

1st Lt. Alastair Keys, an Eau Claire native, negotiates one of the obstacles during the 2021 Best Ranger Competition at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia. Keys and 1st. Lt. Vince Paikowski, also from Wisconsin, took first in this year’s competition.

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Four-
teen-year-old Brandi Levy was 
having that kind of day where 
she just wanted to scream. So 
she did, in a profanity-laced 
posting on Snapchat that has, 
improbably, ended up before 
the Supreme Court in the most 
significant case on student 
speech in more than 50 years.

At issue is whether public 
schools can discipline stu-
dents over something they say 
off-campus. The topic is espe-
cially meaningful in a time of 
remote learning because of the 
coronavirus pandemic and a ris-

ing awareness of the pernicious 
effects of online bullying.

Arguments are on Wednes-
day, via telephone because of 
the pandemic, before a court 
on which several justices have 

school-age children or recently 
did.

The case has its roots in the 
Vietnam-era case of a high 
school in Des Moines, Iowa, 
that suspended students who 
wore armbands to protest the 
war. In a landmark ruling, the 
Supreme Court sided with the 
students, declaring students 
don’t “shed their constitutional 
rights to freedom of speech or 
expression at the schoolhouse 
gate.”

Ever since, courts have 
wrestled with the contours of 
the decision in Tinker v. Des 
Moines in 1969.

Levy’s case has none of the 
lofty motives of Tinker and 
more than its share of teenage 
angst.

Levy and a friend were at 
a convenience store in her 
hometown of Mahanoy City, 
Pennsylvania, when she took 
to social media to express her 

frustration at being kept on 
her high school’s junior varsity 
cheerleading squad for another 
year.

“F——— school f——— soft-
ball f——— cheer f——— ev-
erything,” Levy wrote, in a post 
that also contained a photo 
in which she and a classmate 
raised their middle fingers.

The post was brought to the 
attention of the team’s coach-
es, who suspended Levy from 
the cheerleading team for a 
year.

Levy, now 18, is finishing her 
freshman year in college. “I was 
a 14-year-old kid. I was upset, 
I was angry. Everyone, every 
14-year-old kid speaks like that 
at one point,” she said in an 
interview with The Associated 
Press.

Her parents knew nothing 
about the Snapchat post until 
she was suspended, she said. 

supreme Court to consider student speech
Snapchat 

profanity leads  
to high court 
speech case

Associated Press

In this photo provided by the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
Brandi Levy poses for a portrait 
in Mahanoy City, Pa., on April 4.
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This year began with 52 teams. By the third day just 
16 were left. At the end, 1st Lt. Alastair Keys was atop 

the board with his partner, 1st Lt. Vince Paikowski. 
Keys, a 2013 Memorial graduate, now has his name 

on one of the top trophies in the U.S. Army.
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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Con-
tending that a site where 
yard waste can be respon-
sibly disposed of is a “basic 
service,” Eau Claire resi-
dents told the City Coun-
cil to think twice about 
proposed fee hikes.

Prior to its meeting this 
afternoon to consider 
setting 2021 Jeffers Road 
Brush Site fees, the council 
held a public hearing Mon-
day night to hear residents’ 
opinions.

“In my view you’re kind 
of gouging taxpayers for a 
fee that shouldn’t be there 
in the first place,” Gary 
Foster, a retired city gov-
ernment employee, told the 
council.

He argued that the brush 
site is a “basic service” the 
city should provide, con-
tending it shouldn’t charge 
fees to users. Foster pro-
vided a list of numerous 
Wisconsin cities that don’t 
charge fees for dropping 
off grass clippings, leaves 
and small brush at their 
sites.

Renee Tyler, the city’s 
community services direc-
tor, noted that many cities 
on that list also run their 
own municipal garbage 
collection services or have 
other ways to fund their 
brush sites.

“Whether it may be ‘free,’ 
the fees are wrapped in 
somewhere,” she said.

Brush 
site fees 
debated
Resident argues 
‘basic service’ 

should be  
free for use
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