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CHIPPEWA FALLS — A 
lengthy list of acronyms 
after her name on a LinkedIn 
account — also known as 
post-nominal letters — is a 
testament to Lois Peloquin’s 
degrees and certifications.

The most recent of these 
were certifications in foot care, 
which Peloquin earned just a 
couple of years ago at the age 
of 80. It’s just one of many 
areas in which Peloquin has 
earned specialized training 
during more than a half-cen-
tury of nursing, mostly in the 
Chippewa Valley.

“I will tell you this,” Peloquin 
shrugs during an interview 
on the porch of her Chippewa 
Falls home near Lake Wissota, 
“nursing has done more for me 
than I’ve done for it.”

That’s highly debatable.
After graduating from 

Chippewa Falls High School, 
Peloquin, 82, opted for the St. 
Joseph’s School of Nursing in 
Marshfield. She laments that 
women had few choices at 
the time — basically limit-
ed to becoming a secretary, 
nurse, teacher or wife, she 
said — despite, by her own 
admission, not being a stellar 
student.

“I barely got into the pro-
gram,” she said of the Marsh-
field nursing school, “and 
barely stayed there.”

Nevertheless, she made it 
through the coursework and 
remains friends with several 
of her former classmates, who 
lived under the supervision of 
nuns and housemothers.

“We lived in a dorm,” Pelo-
quin said. “We studied togeth-
er, worked together and went 
out together. It was a different 
life than it is now.”

Lifelong learner
Peloquin eventually added 

to her resume a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Winona State 
(Minn.) University, a Bachelor 
of Science in nursing from the 
University at Albany (SUNY) 
and a master’s in education at 
UW-Stout.

Peloquin returned to the 
Chippewa Valley after her 
education in Marshfield, 
working at Luther Hospital and 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chip-
pewa Falls. Her husband, Dan, 
worked for Cray Research. 
Balancing life, work and her 
continuing education wasn’t 
always easy.

While working the night shift 
at St. Joseph’s, the Peloquin 
family was limited to one car. 
Dan would load the vehicle 
with the kids in their paja-
mas and pick up Lois at about 
11 p.m. from work.

“It sounds maybe terrible,” 
Peloquin said, “but it was so 
wonderful ... finishing the shift 
and then have those precious 
kids in the car when you got off 
duty. I loved the feeling.”

On one occasion at Winona 
State, one of her young sons, 
Greg, jumped into a bus of col-
lege students to go to a baseball 

game. Her sons also include 
Brad, Kipp and Michael. 
During a visit to UW-Eau 
Claire, she couldn’t immediate-
ly find one of the four. It turns 
out he had harmlessly fallen 
into a creek and was taken care 
of by passers-by.

“All my kids went on to col-
lege,” Peloquin said with a grin. 
“So (the experiences) couldn’t 
have been that bad.”

Peloquin went on to teach 
at Chippewa Valley Techni-
cal College before doing the 
same for Wisconsin Indian-
head Technical College. Other 
titles have included associate 
director of nursing at Barron 
Memorial Medical Center and 
both education coordinator 
and director of nursing for 
Heyde Health System. Ulti-
mately, Peloquin returned to 
teaching.

With her training in nail 
and foot care, Peloquin was 

scheduled to instruct during 
UW-Eau Claire continuing edu-
cation programs on the subject 
this year, but the sessions were 
canceled due to COVID con-
cerns. She also volunteers her 
expertise at free clinics in Eau 
Claire and Menomonie and at 
other sites.

Peloquin still feels she could 
work full time.

“Why would I retire,” she 
said, “when I love my job?”

Mary Ellen Stolder, program 
director for graduate nursing 
at Viterbo University, couldn’t 
argue that point. The two 
became close friends while 
teaching at CVTC.

“Lois is the essence of 
successful aging,” Stolder 
said. “She has the energy of a 
20-year-old and is one of the 
most interesting conversation-
alists you’ll ever meet.
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Career CareGIVer
Chippewa Falls 

woman has 
worked as a 

nurse for over 
50 years and 
still loves the 

profession

By Jeffrey Collins  
and David Crary

Associated Press

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. — In 
this soldier’s city and across the 
country, veterans and military 
families are divided about 
reports that President Donald 
Trump made disparaging com-
ments toward the military, with 
some service members bristling 
at the remarks and others ques-
tioning whether they happened.

Thomas Richardson, a retired 
member of the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne, did not like what he 
heard.

Richardson was trained to 
respect the office of command-
er in chief, but he was rankled 
by allegations in The Atlantic, 
many of them independently 
confirmed by The Associated 
Press, that Trump had referred 
to fallen and captured U.S. 
service members as “losers” and 
“suckers.”

“Usually, you don’t choose 
those kinds of missions. You 
agree to serve and you agree to 
go where your assignment is,” 
said Richardson, who did not 
vote for Trump in 2016.

Fayetteville, home to more 
than 200,000 people, is bor-
dered by Fort Bragg on its 
northern limits. It was named in 
1783 for the Marquis de Lafay-
ette, the French hero of the 
American Revolution.

Katie Constandse, 37, is 
married to a soldier stationed 
at Fort Bragg. She is skeptical 
about the reports of Trump’s 
remarks and is prepared to stick 
by him even if they are true.

“If you twist his words or just 

take one thing out of context, 
you’ll always find a way to hate 
him,” Constandse said. “He’s 
a human being. He takes a lot 
of stuff. I don’t see how he has 

survived for almost four years 
— the constant barrage of anger 
toward him.”

Vets divided on Trump’s alleged remarks
President accused 

of making 
disparaging 

comments about 
fallen, captured 

U.S. service 
members

Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks to members of the military at a 
hangar rally Dec. 26, 2018, at Al Asad Air Base, Iraq. Among veter-
ans and military families across the United States, there are sharply 
mixed feelings about the new reports that Trump made multiple 
disparaging comments about the U.S. military.
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EAU CLAIRE — UW-
Eau Claire has 69 students 
who have tested positive 
for the COVID-19 virus: 17 
on-campus students and 52 
students living off-campus.

None are hospitalized, 
a news release from the 
university says. According 
to the release:

Putnam Hall remains the 
isolation and quarantine 
location for on-campus 
students. As of Sunday 
evening, Putnam Hall has 
seven isolation beds in use 
out of a total of 48 beds, 
and 11 quarantine beds 
in use out of a total of 73 
beds.

Six of the students who 
tested positive may have 
had interactions with other 
students in their residence 
hall. As a result, UW-
Eau Claire has placed six 
residence hall wings into 
full quarantine, affecting 
184 students. This means 
that while the quarantined 
students are not ill or 
showing symptoms, they 
must stay in their rooms 
for 14 days.

Quarantine is for stu-
dents who may have had 
contact with an individual 
who tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Isolation is for students 
who are symptomatic and 
awaiting test results or 
have already received posi-
tive test results.

69 UW-EC 
students test 
positive for 
COVID-19

None are 
hospitalized
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Lois Peloquin, 82, of Chippewa Falls got certified in nail and foot care a few short years ago. 
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