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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

EAU CLAIRE — Dawn Menard fondly remembers driv-
ing to Manitowoc, taking a ferry across Lake Michi-
gan and spending a few days looking at cars with her 

husband and another couple.
“I really enjoyed that one,” Menard 

said. “I think we all did.”
That was one of many trips Dawn and 

Larry Menard took in search of classic 
cars and memorabilia. They accumu-
lated hundreds of items over the years, 
including many vintage vehicles.

Those items will be included in an 
Oct. 2 auction. It will take place in 
person at the Northern Wisconsin State 
Fairgrounds in Chippewa Falls and also 
be available online.

Dawn Menard decided to auction the 
collection in late 2019, several months 

after Larry died. She initially didn’t want 
to part with the vehicles, but over time 
she felt it was the right thing to do.

“I was ready to let go a little bit.” 
Dawn Menard said. “They need to be 
driven, and they’ll do better if they are 
owned by someone else.”

Yvette VanDerBrink, owner of VanDer-
Brink Auctions, was excited to work on 
the unique collection. VanDerBrink said 
the collection “reflects all the memories” 
Dawn and Larry enjoyed over the years.

Larry, who worked at Menards with his 
brother John Menard for decades, had a 

passion for automobiles, and Dawn was 
happy to sit shotgun on their journeys.

“Larry loved to drive, and I loved 
riding along,” she said.

Dawn and Larry were married for 19 
years. They were longtime acquaintanc-
es, since Larry was her older brother’s 
friend. Dawn was five years younger 
and as an adolescent said she “had a big 
crush” on Larry because of his friendly, 
kind-hearted nature.

“He was so nice,” Dawn Menard said. 
“He was always happy-go-lucky and just 
a wonderful guy.”

That was evident by what Dawn 
described as jolly voyages around the 
country in search of vintage cars. They 
mainly traveled in the Midwest to states 
like Minnesota, Michigan and Indi-
ana, but their sojourns also took them 
around the country to places such as 
Colorado and California. 

‘ENJOYED 
EVERY MINUTE’
Menard auction to feature vintage cars, memorabilia

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Dawn Menard poses Tuesday next to a 1963 Split Window Coup Corvette, which is part of the classic car and memorabilia col-
lection that will be auctioned Oct. 2 at the Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds in Chippewa Falls. The over 300-piece collec-
tion was created by Dawn and her late husband, Larry Menard, who had a love of cars.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Al-
though the nation’s typical 
seasonal wave of influenza 
never materialized last 
year, a phenomenon most 
health officials attribute 
to widespread pandemic 
precautions, doctors and 
health experts say this 
year could be a different 
story.

“Last year we had almost 
no cases of influenza at 
all,” Mayo Clinic infec-
tious disease specialist Dr. 
Priya Sampathkumar said 
in a call with reporters last 
week, attributing the lack 
of a 2020-21 flu season to 
mask-wearing and social 
distancing. “Last year being 
such a good season, having 
no one really get sick with 
influenza, means that this 
year more people are at risk. 
It makes it doubly important 
we all get vaccinated against 
influenza.”

The severity of the flu 
season is unpredictable in 
any given year, said Alli-
son Gosbin, public health 
nurse with the Eau Claire 
City-County Health Depart-
ment. But there’s reason to 
expect more influenza cases 
this year than last year, she 
noted.

bracing 
for flu 

season’s 
return

Doctors, health 
agencies 

advocate for flu 
shots amid high 

COVID levels
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By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Wisconsin 
workers reinstalled two statues 
Tuesday on the state Capitol 
grounds that protesters ripped 
down during a demonstration 
last year in the wake of George 
Floyd’s death.

Workers reinstalled a 9-foot-
6-inch statue of Wisconsin 
abolitionist Col. Hans Christian 
Heg as well as a 7-foot statue of 
a woman symbolizing the state’s 
“Forward” motto. Neither statue 
has any racist history associated 
with it, but protesters said they 
represented a false narrative 
that Wisconsin supports Black 
people and racial equity.

Protesters toppled both stat-
ues in June 2020, breaking off 
Heg’s leg and head. The For-
ward statue was dented and one 
of its fingers broken off.

The demonstration was 
among several that shook down-
town Madison in the days after 

Floyd’s death in Minneapolis 
on May 25, 2020. Floyd, who 
was Black and handcuffed, died 

after white police Officer Derek 
Chauvin pressed his knee into 
Floyd’s neck for several minutes.

Heg was a Norwegian immi-
grant who became an outspoken 
abolitionist. He served in the 
15th Wisconsin Regiment during 
the Civil War. He was killed at 
the Battle of Chickamauga in 
1863.

His statue, funded by the Nor-
wegian Society of America, had 
stood outside the Capitol since 
1926. Heg’s descendants wanted 
the statue restored.

The “Forward” statue was a 
bronze replica of the one that 
represented Wisconsin at the 
1893 World’s Columbian Exposi-
tion in Chicago.

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers 
announced in December that 
the state had received $60,000 
in federal grants to restore and 
reinstall both statues. 

Workers reinstall Wisconsin 
statues downed in 2020 protest

Associated Press

Workers reinstall a statue of Wisconsin abolitionist Col. Hans Chris-
tian Heg outside the state Capitol in Madison on Tuesday. 
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