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» Primaries winnow 
elections in region
Menomonie school district has 
competitive race. Page 3A

» Ultra-Orthodox  
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Virus has hit their community 
especially hard. Page 9B

Tomorrow
eC County 
COVId numbers 
updated
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The re-
sponse to Gov. Tony Evers’ state 
budget proposal fell mostly 
along partisan lines, with Demo-
crats expressing strong support 
for his progressive ideas and 
Republicans voicing disapproval 
for several spending measures.

Nonetheless, areas of po-
tential agreement emerged as 
west-central Wisconsin law-
makers responded to Evers’ 
virtual speech Tuesday night 
in which he spelled out details 

of his proposed $91 billion 
two-year spending plan.

Several area Republicans 
issued statements praising 
aspects of the Democratic 
governor’s proposal, while 
cautioning against raising 
spending by too much at a 
precarious time for a state 
economy battered by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

• Rep. Rob Summerfield, 
R-Bloomer, said he was 
encouraged by Evers’ push 
for broadband expansion. 
The governor’s budget 
proposal calls for investing 
$200 million in expanding 
broadband access in Wisconsin, 
particularly to rural parts of the 
state.

• Sen. Kathy Bernier, R-Lake 
Hallie, and Rep. Warren Petryk, 
R-town of Washington, also 
indicated they back increased 
investment in rural broadband 

access as well as more support 
for Wisconsin’s ailing agricul-
ture industry.

• Rep. Jesse James, R-Altoona, 
raved about Evers’ proposed 
investments in mental health 
care, saying the state needs to 
prioritize mental health at the 
same level as physical health.

“I am glad to see reform-
ing crisis intervention and 
emergency detention is a 
priority for the governor,” 
said James, the former 
Altoona police chief. “I am 

thrilled to see the initiative to 
create a real-time tracker of 
in-patient, peer respite, and 
crisis stabilization capacity and 
bed availability to reduce logis-
tical challenges and improve the 
medical clearance process. 

Common ground?
Regional 

legislators see 
potential areas 
of agreement in 

state budget

By Todd Richmond 
Associated Press

MADISON — Republican 
lawmakers on Wednesday 
dramatically reshaped Dem-
ocratic Gov. Tony Evers’ 
plan to upgrade the state’s 
antiquated unemployment 
claim technology, eliminat-
ing guaranteed funding for 
the project and absolving 
businesses and schools 
of liability for COVID-19 
infections.

Republicans have heaped 
criticism on Evers for 
months over the state 
Department of Workforce 
Development’s inability 
to clear a massive backlog 
of pandemic-related un-
employment claims. His 
administration has blamed a 
processing system that dates 
back to the 1970s.

The governor in January 
called a special legislative 
session to pass a bill that 
would hand the DWD $5.3 
million to renovate and 
modernize the claims sys-
tem. The state budget Evers 
announced on Tuesday 
would provide the depart-
ment with $79 million annu-
ally to fund the upgrades.

Republicans on the Leg-
islature’s budget commit-
tee offered their own plan 
Wednesday.
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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — This isn’t the 
first time Berlye Middleton has 
been called up to address prob-
lems involving racism in Eau 
Claire.

The former 
city councilman 
recalled several 
occasions in his 35 
years of living in 
Eau Claire where 
he’d been asked 
to help UW-Eau 
Claire and the city 
government in re-
sponding to issues 
that impacted the 
lives of underrep-
resented people.

“From 34 years 
ago to 27 years ago 
to last year this has 
been an ongoing 
issue,” he said.

But he’s hopeful the latest effort 
to address institutional racism 
through a community-led coali-
tion has a better opportunity for 
lasting change.

Middleton is one of four 
co-chairpeople for the Chippewa 
Valley Transformation Project, a 
new group that introduced itself 
publicly on Wednesday afternoon 
with a news conference held 
using online videoconference 
platform Zoom.

The project is under the 
umbrella of Uniting Bridges, an 
existing coalition that Middleton 
is a leader in that advocates for 
underrepresented people in the 
Chippewa Valley.

Along with Middleton, the 
other co-chairpeople are Eau 
Claire attorney and former UW 
System Board of Regents member 
Ed Manydeeds, UW-Eau Claire 
Office of Multicultural Affairs 
Director Dang Yang and MaiVue 
Xiong, executive director of the 
Pablo Foundation.

The project formed in response 
to numerous incidents last year 
that prompted people nationally 
and locally to urge leaders to 
address systemic racism, includ-
ing the death of George Floyd last 
May while a Minneapolis police 
officer kneeled on his neck.
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Group forms to 
lead community 

antiracism efforts

OFF TO THE RACES

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Chippewa Off Road Bike Association volunteer Steve Johnson of Eau Claire rides the 
trails Wednesday to check signs and conditions for the Powder Keg Races at Lowes 
Creek County Park. The annual snowshoe, cross-country ski and fat tire bike races, which 
were postponed from earlier this month because of extremely cold temperatures, began 
Wednesday and are being held virtually this year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Participants will complete their events during park hours through next Wednesday and re-
cord their results online. Races begin at the Eau Claire County Expo Center, 5530 Fairview 
Drive. Registration fees, by donation, support CORBA, which builds and maintains the sin-
gletrack trails at Lowes Creek. More information about the event is available at corbatrails.
org/events/2021-powder-keg. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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