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» Smaller Blue  
Ox Fest to take stage
Crowd capacity for Aug. 28-29 
event set at 250 people.  
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» God and distance 
contemplated
Matter of Faith: Six-feet-apart 
practice prompts reflections. 
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Tomorrow
ray Bradbury’s 
100th birthday 
celebrated
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — People gath-
ering in groups continue to spur 
new cases of COVID-19 in the 
state and the Chippewa Valley, 
state and local health officials 
said Wednesday.

While face masks will help 
slow the spread of the virus, 
wearing one without also keep-
ing your distance from other 
people isn’t foolproof, officials 
warned. Different activities 
mean different degrees of risk.

“We in Eau Claire are seeing 
social gatherings are a big con-
tributor to disease spread,” said 
Lieske Giese, director of the 
Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department.

Considered separately, social 
distancing is more effective 
than wearing a face mask to 
cut down on virus risk, health 

officials say.
But using both is preferable.
Keeping a 6-foot distance 

from people who don’t live with 
you is “really the best strategy,” 
Giese said. “Having a mask on 

top of that will be additive, and 
support a slower spread of dis-
ease … indoors, particularly.”

Without a 6-foot distance, 
face masks won’t prevent you 
from having to quarantine if you 

get too close to someone who 
gets COVID-19.

“If you’re 6 feet or closer to 
that individual, if you’re in close 
contact with them and wearing 
a mask, you’ll still need to quar-
antine,” Giese said.

About 20% of Wisconsin 
residents with new coronavirus 
cases in June and July said they 
went to a party, gathering or 
other meetup with people out-
side their home in the past two 
weeks. In May, that percentage 
of new cases of the virus was 
just 7%, according to the state 
Department of Health Services.

The state on Wednesday de-
buted a “decision tool,” hoping 
to help people consider how 
risky their activities are. The 
tool will walk people through 
a series of questions and offer 
more detailed information 
about each one: If you get sick, 
do you have access to health 
care? Can you wear a mask 
safely? At a gathering, will you 
have to share items or tools 
with other people? Does your 
community offer testing sites?

Officials: Facemasks, social 
distancing are better together
Social gatherings 

seen as big 
contributor  
to spread

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist/

Masked patrons stroll by the temporarily masked “Granny’s Garden” 
sculpture that greets visitors to the Eau Claire Downtown Farmers 
Market earlier this year in Phoenix Park.

READING AND RIDING

Dan Reiland

Dale Karls and his daughter Caroline Karls, check out books from Shannon Paulus on Wednesday at the BookBike in front of 
L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library in Eau Claire. The BookBike can be visited through the end of August on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to noon, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. No appointment is necessary. View more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
COVID-19 cases in Chippe-
wa County hit a one-week 
record, with 40 new cases 
reported, and the county’s 
positive rate jumped again.

Kristen Kelm, community 
health division manager in 
the county’s Department of 
Public Health, said during 
a weekly press conference 
Wednesday that the county 
remains at a high risk level, 
meaning the agency recom-
mends indoor gatherings 
be limited to 15 people and 
outdoor gatherings capping 
at 50 people.

Last week, Chippewa 
County had 29 new positive 
cases.

Overall, 624 tests were 
given in the past week, 
which is an increase of 83 
from the previous week. 
However, 40 new cases 
from 624 tests is a 6.41% 
positivity rate, up from last 
week’s 5.36%. Medical ex-
perts have stated a positiv-
ity rate above 5% indicates 
that the virus is prevalent in 
the community.

The cases continue to 
climb even as most people 
appear to be wearing masks 
in public, indoor spaces.

“The last couple of weeks, 
we’re seeing clusters (of 
new cases) in our smaller 
communities,” she said. 
“We’ve had some communi-
ty events where mask-wear-
ing wasn’t there.”

Chippewa 
County sees 
1-week high 

in COVId 
cases

Positive rate 
increases again

NEW YORK (AP) — When 
ride-hailing heavyweights Uber 
and Lyft and delivery giants 
Grubhub and Instacart began 
making shared rides and meals 
available with a few taps on a 
smartphone, they transformed 
the way people work, travel 
and get food delivered to their 
homes.

But the pandemic shuffled the 
deck for the so-called gig econ-
omy as fear of contracting the 
coronavirus led many who once 

traveled in shared vehicles to 
stay home, and grocery delivery 
services struggled to keep up 
with demand from people who 
didn’t want to risk stepping into 
a store.

A new survey from the 
University of Chicago Harris 
School of Public Policy and The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
shows how consumer attitudes 
about using ride-hailing and de-
livery services have changed. It 
also highlights a wealth divide, 
where Americans with higher 
incomes are able to utilize the 
services to help reduce their 
risk of infection.

“People are worried. We 
know that,” said Dmitri Koustas, 

an assistant professor at the 
University of Chicago Harris 
School. “They’re worried about 
themselves and their families, 
and they’re concerned about the 
virus, and they’re also worried 
about workers.”

Among the people who used 
ride-hailing before the crisis, 
63% said they have not taken a 
ride since March. At the same 
time, people with higher house-
hold incomes had more grocer-
ies delivered to their homes.

Those with household 
incomes about $100,00 a year 
were roughly twice as likely 
to have increased their use of 
grocery delivery services than 
those in households earning 
less, the survey found. Overall, 

the percentage of people using 
delivery services remained 
about the same since the 
pandemic began, with those in-
creasing their use balanced out 
by those cutting back, in some 
cases because of cost.

In Auburn, New York, few 
grocery stores offer delivery, 
and those that do are more ex-
pensive, said Patricia McAvaney, 
49, who is disabled and living on 
a fixed income of $920 a month. 
She’s not comfortable going to 
the grocery store but feels she 
has no choice.

“I’m on a budget, so it’s really 
not feasible to get everything 
delivered from that store,” McA-
vaney said.

Poll: Virus shifts how gig companies are used
Ride-hailing 

workers, delivery 
services feeling 

effects 
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