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KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS
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• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Julian Emerson
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Huge snow piles courtesy 
of record snowfall, arctic tem-
peratures and little daylight 
this time of year are enough to 
get anyone down, but back-
ers of a new effort hope to 
improve Eau Claire residents’ 
perception of winter.

On Thursday morning city 
residents gathered at L.E. 
Phillips Senior Center, 1616 
Bellinger St., to learn about 
the endeavor and to solicit 
opinions about winter activi-
ties or amenities they would 
like to see to beat the winter 
blahs in Eau Claire.

The initiative, titled Win-
termission Eau Claire, seeks 
to change people’s opinions 
about winter, from enduring 
the season known for cold and 
snow to providing opportu-
nities to appreciate it. It also 
aims to create means of better 
connecting people during the 
winter to boost social connec-
tivity and happiness.

“The idea is really to shift 
the mentality from winter 
being something we just get 
through to something we find 
ways to enjoy,” said David 
Simor, project manager with 
Toronto-based 8 80 Cities, a 
nonprofit that seeks to facili-
tate safe, accessible cities for 
all residents.

Wintermission Eau Claire is 
backed by a number of local 
entities, including city govern-
ment, UW-Eau Claire, Visit 
Eau Claire and the Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corp. 
The project is funded by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

With many worthy build-
ing projects vying for state 
funding, Gov. Tony Evers said 
Thursday that a proposed new 
science building at UW-Eau 
Claire is “one of those projects 
that rises to the top.”

The newly elected Demo-
cratic governor 
was in Eau 
Claire Thurs-
day morning 
to announce 
that his capital 
budget will 
include a $109 
million invest-
ment to help 
UW-Eau Claire 
replace 56-year-
old Phillips Science Hall with 
a new science and health 
sciences building. He made 
the announcement in a Phil-
lips classroom packed full of 
regional business and commu-
nity leaders, who greeted him 
with a standing ovation.

Chancellor James Schmidt 
said replacing “vastly outdat-
ed” Phillips Hall has been his 
top priority since he first vis-
ited UW-Eau Claire, and ad-
vocating for state funding of 
the new science building was 
a top priority of area cham-
bers of commerce during the 
recent Chippewa Valley Rally 
in which representatives of 
regional businesses visited 
the state Capitol in Madison 
to talk to legislators about 
issues of importance to the 
area.

Evers maintained the 
project, a collaboration with 
Mayo Clinic, would ensure 
UW-Eau Claire’s ability to 
maintain world-class research 
and teaching in STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) and health 
sciences fields.

“This partnership em-
bodies what we believe the 

Wisconsin Idea 
is all about, 
benefiting not 
only students 
but the com-
munities they 
serve in after 
they graduate 
from UW-Eau 
Claire,” said 
Evers, a former 
science teach-

er. “The state’s investment 
will leverage taxpayer dollars 
to support the Chippewa 
Valley’s emergence as a health 
care innovation hub, while 
also investing in a visionary 
campus that is tackling some 
of the most pressing health 
care and technology issues 
facing rural Wisconsinites.”

University officials are 
seeking to have $256 million 
included in the state’s next 
two biennial budgets for the 
new science building, begin-
ning with $109 million in the 
2019-21 budget. The UW Sys-
tem Board of Regents already 
voted in August to support the 
project.

The next challenges are to 
gain approval from the state 
Building Commission, the 
Joint Finance Committee and 

the full Republican-controlled 
Legislature. The project has 
earned strong bipartisan sup-
port from Chippewa Valley 
lawmakers.

“I think our entire capital 
budget looks like it’s going 

to be in good shape,” Evers 
said, expressing confidence 
that funding for the UW-Eau 
Claire project will be ap-
proved.

Evers backs new UW-EC science building

Evers pledges 

to include 

$109 million 

for project in 

capital budget
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Gov. Tony Evers, left, is escorted Thursday morning into 
Phillips Hall at UW-Eau Claire by Chancellor James Schmidt. 
Evers was on campus to announce that his capital budget will 
include a $109 million investment in a new science and health 
sciences building to replace Phillips. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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The two candidates running 
in the April 2 election for Eau 
Claire City Council president 
faced questions on their lead-
ership styles, policy achieve-
ments and even the city’s 
recent battle against heavy 
snowfalls during a Thursday 
night forum.

Acting council President 
Andrew Werthmann, who 
represents a district including 
downtown and the East Side 
Hill neighborhood, and at-
large Councilman Terry Weld 
spoke to about 60 people 
gathered to hear them debate 
at Chippewa Valley Technical 
College.

Werthmann began by citing 
the city’s progress in job cre-
ation and economic growth 
in the past decade, but added 
that “at the same time wages 
are not keeping pace.”

Addressing poverty is a key-
stone of Werthmann’s cam-
paign, and he told the crowd 
at the forum the council 
president needs to take bold 
actions and show dynamic 
leadership to “build an Eau 
Claire that lifts everyone up.”

Weld viewed the president’s 
job as leading the council — 
not steering it — to encourage 
independent thinking among 

members and deter alli-
ance-building. Casting himself 
as a moderate, Weld said the 
city council designed by state 
law to be nonpartisan has not 
been that way lately.

“Our council is not non-
partisan,” Weld said. “We are 
spending a lot of time and 
effort on initiatives that in my 
opinion are not representing 
the entire community.”

Werthman contended 
political leanings are not the 

primary concern for the city.
“The issue in our commu-

nity is not partisanship,” he 
said. “It’s that we have people 
barely getting by.”

But Werthmann did note 
that under his leadership, 
an open comment period 
was added earlier this year 
to Monday night meetings, 
allowing people of all view-
points a chance to speak to 
city officials.

“Whether you’re a Demo-

crat or Republican you have 
the opportunity to come 
down and share with us,” he 
said.

Werthmann has lead the 
council as acting president 
since June after longtime 
president Kerry Kincaid 
resigned. The April 2 election 
is for a one-year term — the 
remainder of Kincaid’s unex-
pired term.
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Werthmann, Weld 
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leadership on April 2
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Terry Weld, left, and Andrew Werthmann shake hands before Thursday night’s candidate forum 
for the Eau Claire City Council president race.

Terry WeldAndrew Werthmann
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