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» Two area libraries 
reopen to patrons
CF, Altoona facilities allow 
browsing, use of computers. 
Page 3A

» Pablo Streams  
features jazz duo
Keezer, Margot perform varied 
setlist. Page 9A

Tomorrow
City Council takes 
up clean energy, 
recycling issues
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

TAKING TO THE LAKE

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Mitchell Bur of Eau Claire kayaks recently on Half Moon Lake in Eau Claire. Those considering similar activities today should 
know the weather is forecast to be less than ideal. AccuWeather is calling for a high of 41 degrees and a rain or snow shower in 
spots. No precipitation is expected the rest of the week, with highs ranging from 48 degrees Wednesday to 55 Friday and Satur-
day. For more weather information, see Page 10B. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — An Eau 
Claire city councilwoman is 
stepping down mid-term, attrib-
uting her resignation to a job 
change and service on a state-
wide group.

Mai Xiong, who was elected 
in April 2020, submitted her 
resignation letter on Friday to 
the city clerk’s office and stated 
it is effective immediately.

“Thank you so much for 
providing me this opportunity 
to serve and witness the amaz-
ingly inspiring work that goes 
into making our city a livable, 
lovable and fun city,” she said in 
the letter.

According to her letter and 
LinkedIn profile, Xiong left her 

previous job as development 
director for the local chapter 
of Special Olympics of 
Wisconsin. Her new job 
is as the community and 
economic development 
officer for the Wisconsin 
Housing and Economic 
Development Authority 
for a service area cover-
ing 21 counties.

“As I mentioned, 2020 
being a transitional year, 
it has allowed me to embark on 
a new career and accept an hon-
orable job opportunity that will 
continue to advocate for and 
support equitable, affordable 
housing creations in the North-
western Wisconsin Region,” 
Xiong said in her letter.

She also mentioned Gov. Tony 
Evers appointing her in Janu-
ary to his Equity and Inclusion 
Council. Just last month Xiong 
was named vice chairwoman of 
that group.

“With great excitement, I 
share these successes and new 

responsibilities; it is also with a 
heavy heart and great sadness 

that I must share with 
you my decision to 
resign from my post as 
your council member 
in order to continue to 
serve our community 
in the most impactful 
way that I can,” Xiong 
wrote to fellow council 
members.

Council President 
Terry Weld released Xiong’s 
resignation letter to the public 
on Monday, and he highlighted 
her accomplishments during the 
past year.

Last month Xiong had au-
thored a resolution condemning 
violence against Asian-Ameri-
cans and had also been instru-
mental in the city’s statement 
last year in responding to the 
death of George Floyd. She 
also served on the Eau Claire 
Housing Authority and the city’s 
Housing Opportunities Com-
mission.

“The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil members, city staff, and the 
community thank Ms. Xiong 
for her dedication and commit-
ment to the ongoing growth, 
development and engagement 
of the City of Eau Claire and its 
residents,” Weld wrote.

A newcomer to local politics, 
Xiong received 10,500 votes in 
the April 2020 election, besting 
the 5,568 votes cast for competi-
tor Dale Poynter.

That was a special election for 
two years remaining in a term 
first won by former Councilman 
Laura Benjamin in April 2019. 
Benjamin resigned in fall 2019.

The seat and four other at-
large spots on the council are 
up for election in April 2022. 
The council will decide whether 
it will appoint a new member 
to fill the vacancy let by Xiong 
prior to the election.

Contact: 715-833-9204, andrew.
dowd@ecpc.com, @ADowd_LT 
on Twitter

eau Claire council member resigns
Xiong cites new 
job, state panel  

in decision

Xiong

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden White House is 
amplifying the push for its 
$2.3 trillion infrastructure 
package with the release of 
state-by-state breakdowns 
that show the dire shape of 
roads, bridges, the power 
grid and housing affordabil-
ity.

The figures in the state 
summaries paint a decidedly 
bleak outlook for the world’s 
largest economy after years 
of repairs being deferred 
and delayed. They suggest 
that too much infrastructure 
is unsafe for vehicles at any 
speed, while highlighting 
the costs of extreme weath-
er events that have become 
more frequent with climate 
change as well as dead spots 
for broadband and a dearth 
of child care options.

President Joe Biden is 
scheduled to meet Monday 
afternoon with Republican 
and Democratic lawmakers 
and can use the state sum-
maries to show that his plan 
would help meet the needs 
of their constituents.

Drawn from an array of 
private and public data, the 
reports show there are 7,300 
miles of highway in Mich-
igan alone that are in poor 
condition. Damaged streets 
in North Carolina impose an 
average yearly cost of $500 
on motorists. Iowa has 4,571 
bridges in need of repair. 
There is a roughly 4-in-10 
chance that a public transit 
vehicle in Indiana might be 
ready for the scrap yard. 
Pennsylvania’s schools are 
short $1.4 billion for mainte-
nance and upgrades.

White House 
issuing 
reports 

on states’ 
infrastructure 

needs

See REPORT  Page 2A

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Carolyn 
Miller plans to create an electric 
scooter rental service in Eau 
Claire focused on serving the 
UW-Eau Claire campus and 
downtown.

The lifelong Eau Claire resi-
dent spoke Monday night to the 
City Council about her proposal 
to introduce small vehicle rent-
als to her hometown.

“Financially starting out with 
scooters is more feasible than 
doing bikes,” she said, explain-
ing her business plan.

Miller’s comments were part 
of a public hearing on regula-
tions the city is proposing for 
scooters (a similar bike rental 
ordinance was already approved 
a few years ago) as companies 
show interest in Eau Claire.

“We know from other cities’ 
experiences this can be a hot 

button issue for businesses and 
users alike,” assistant city attor-
ney Jenessa Stromberger said.

Where scooters would be 
allowed to park before and after 
people rent them is a focus of 
a proposed ordinance that the 
council will vote on at its 4 p.m. 
meeting today.

To prevent scooters from 
becoming strewn along curb-
sides in front of businesses or 
throughout parks, the city is 
designating certain locations 
for parking them. Those spots 
in city parks and public parking 
lots, private property where the 
owners have granted permission 
or bike racks.

Scooters parked in spots 
where they are not allowed 
can be collected and disposed 
of by the city, according to the 
ordinance.

Strict parking requirements 
are in response to problems oth-
er cities have experienced with 
scooter rentals.

“I’ve visited cities where there 
are scooters allowed and I’ve 
seen them scattered in different 

places,” remarked Councilwom-
an Emily Berge.

The proposed ordinance 
requires that scooter companies 
that rent their vehicles in Eau 
Claire must have an office here to 
do repairs, provide customer ser-
vice and have employees move 
scooters around so they don’t get 
concentrated in one location.

Companies will be allowed 
to deploy up to 300 scooters, 
but could apply to add 50 more 
if enough customer demand is 
evident.

Per state law, electric scooters 
would be allowed to operate on 
the city’s streets and recreation-
al trails.

The maximum speed the 
scooters would be allowed to 
go is 15 mph, according to the 
proposed ordinance.

Scooter companies would 
be charged $250 to apply for a 
license to operate here and $150 
annually to renew it. A one-time 
fee of $15 per scooter would also 
be charged.

The city also would charge $100 
to $200 annually to lease parking 

spots for their scooters in various 
city parks and parking lots.

Leah Ness, deputy city engi-
neer, said business groups from 
downtown and the West Grand 
Avenue area have sent letters of 
support in favor of the proposed 
regulations.

One Eau Claire resident spoke 
Monday night to offer words of 
caution about allowing motor-
ized scooters in the city.

Ken Adler said his best friend 
was badly injured while using 
one on a business trip in Colo-
rado. Adler warned that many 
others have been hurt while 
using scooters and said com-
panies that rent them are not 
doing enough to make helmets 
available to riders.

Missing trees
Also at Monday night’s meet-

ing, residents of Eau Claire’s 
Upper Westside Neighborhood 
aired grievances about trees that 
were slashed on a wooded lot 
well in advance of plans to build 
homes there.

Eau Claire preps for scooters
Regulations up for 
council vote today

See COUNCIL  Page 2A


