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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Nearly 
40% of Eau Claire voters 
who were mailed absentee 
ballots for to-
day’s election 
had not re-
turned them 
by Monday 
morning, 
according 
to statistics 
from the 
Wisconsin 
Elections Commission.

If they hadn’t mailed 
them already, those voters 
either needed to get them 
into the city’s ballot drop 
boxes by 7 a.m. this morn-
ing or bring them to the 
polls today.

“They need to be in our 
hands at the close of polls 
on Election Day,” Eau Claire 
City Clerk Carrie Riepl said.

All 20 of Eau Claire’s 
polling places will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. today, 
using public health pre-
cautions that have been in 
place since the COVID-19 
pandemic began last spring.

local 
elections 
are today
Absentee ballots 
can be taken to 
polling places

Riepl

See ELECTION  Page 2A

By Amy Forliti  
and Tammy Webber

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The Min-
neapolis police chief testified 
Monday that now-fired Officer 
Derek Chauvin violated depart-
mental policy in pinning his 
knee on George Floyd’s neck 
and keeping him down after 
Floyd had stopped resisting and 
was in distress.

Continuing to kneel on 
Floyd’s neck once he was hand-
cuffed behind his back and lying 
on his stomach was “in no way, 
shape or form” part of depart-
ment policy or training, “and it 
is certainly not part of our eth-
ics or our values,” Police Chief 
Medaria Arradondo said.

Arradondo, the city’s first 
Black chief, fired Chauvin and 
three other officers the day after 
Floyd’s death last May, and in 
June called it “murder.”

His testimony came after the 
emergency room doctor who 
pronounced Floyd dead testified 

that he theorized at the time 
that Floyd’s heart most likely 
stopped because of a lack of 
oxygen.

Dr. Bradford Langenfeld, who 
was a senior resident on duty 
that night at Hennepin County 

Medical Center and tried to 
resuscitate Floyd, took the stand 
at the beginning of Week Two 
at Chauvin’s murder trial, as 
prosecutors sought to establish 
that it was Chauvin’s knee on 
the Black man’s neck that killed 

him.
Langenfeld said Floyd’s heart 

had stopped by the time he ar-
rived at the hospital. The doctor 
said that he was not told of any 
efforts at the scene by bystand-
ers or police to resuscitate 
Floyd but that paramedics told 
him they had tried for about 30 
minutes.

Under questioning by pros-
ecutor Jerry Blackwell, Lan-
genfeld said that based on the 
information he had, it was 
“more likely than the other pos-
sibilities” that Floyd’s cardiac 
arrest — the stopping of his 
heart — was caused by asphyx-
ia, or insufficient oxygen.

Chauvin, 45, is charged with 
murder and manslaughter in 
Floyd’s death May 25. The white 
officer is accused of digging his 
knee into the 46-year-old man’s 
neck for 9 minutes, 29 seconds, 
outside a corner market, where 
Floyd had been accused of try-
ing to pass a counterfeit $20 bill 
for a pack of cigarettes.

Police chief: Kneeling on Floyd’s neck violated policy

Associated Press

In this image from video, witness Minneapolis Police Chief Medaria 
Arradondo testifies as Hennepin County Judge Peter Cahill presides 
Monday in the trial of former Minneapolis police Officer Derek 
Chauvin at the Hennepin County Courthouse in Minneapolis. Chau-
vin is charged in the May 25 death of George Floyd.
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By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE — “Next 
stop: Eau Claire.”

Such an announcement on a 
passenger train — something that’s been 
missing from the local landscape for near-
ly six decades — could become a reality 
if a recently released map from Amtrak 
becomes a reality.

The government-sponsored national 
rail network’s Amtrak Connects US vision 
includes enhanced service on existing 
train routes in Wisconsin and new service 
to Eau Claire, Madison and Green Bay.

Regional rail enthusiasts such as Scott 
Rogers, chairman of the West Central 
Wisconsin Rail Coalition, were fully on 
board with the new map showing service 
from Chicago to St. Paul via Eau Claire.

“Being included in the nationwide 
vision is further validation that we have 
the potential ridership here to justify 
adding passenger rail service to our 
region,” said Rogers, also vice president 
of governmental affairs for the Eau Claire 
Area Chamber of Commerce. “We have 

some of the fastest-growing counties and 
cities in the state. Adding passenger rail 
will help enhance the attractiveness of 
our communities and help that growth 
continue.”

Amtrak spokesman Marc Magliari 
called the document an “aspirational” 
map.

“It’s a vision. It’s what we think at the 
minimum should occur,” Magliari said. 
“We believe there are large parts of states, 
even that we serve today, that could 
benefit from improved mobility. For Eau 
Claire, that means not only service to the 
Twin Cities, but to the rest of Wisconsin.”

Amtrak indicated the expanded U.S. 
rail system could be built with funding 
from President Joe Biden’s infrastructure 
plan, specifically the $80 billion Biden 
proposes to allocate to rail. The plan 
would “create jobs, improve the quality of 
life, reduce carbon emissions and gener-
ate economic growth,” Amtrak said in a 
statement.

Citing increasing traffic congestion on 
Interstate 94, Magliari said, “There has to 
be a better way to get from here to there 
and from there to there, and this is a way 
to do it.”

ALL ABOARD!

Amtrak releases vision that includes stop in Eau Claire

Amtrak photo

Amtrak recently released an “aspirational” map for the next 15 years that includes new stops in Eau Claire, Madison and Green 
Bay. The pictured Amtrak train is the Southwest Chief near Keota, N.M.

“It’s a vision. It’s 

what we think at 

the minimum should 

occur. We believe 

there are large parts 

of states, even that 

we serve today, that 

could benefit from 

improved mobility. For 

Eau Claire, that means 

not only service to the 

Twin Cities, but to the 

rest of Wisconsin.”
— Marc Magliari,  

Amtrak spokesman
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