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» SMARTcare  
expanding reach
Eau Claire-based software 
startup attracts venture 
capital. Page 1B

» Infrastructure  
warrants a tax bump
Local View: No one wants to 
pay more, but something has to 
be done. Page 1E
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SPORTS • Blair-Taylor softball falls in state title game in Madison/1B

YOUR REGION • The fifth annual Blue Ox Music Festival kicks off Thursday/3E

By Monivette Cordeiro

Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, Fla. — When 
Orlando police Officer 
Adam Gruler saw a shooter 
at the gay nightclub Pulse 
three 
years 
ago, he 
fired his 
hand-
gun at 
him but 
did not 
pursue 
him 
inside, 
even as 
the gunman blasted a dance 
floor full of clubgoers with 
bullets from a high-powered 
rifle, killing 49.

Broward Sheriff’s Deputy 
Scot Peterson made a simi-
lar choice last year when he 
stayed outside of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School as a gunman ram-
paged through the campus, 
killing 17 people.

Gruler was hailed as a 
hero by local officials and 
attended the State of the 
Union address as an hon-
ored guest. 

When people take on chal-
lenges, they often are remind-
ed the struggle is a marathon, 
not a sprint.

That bit of convention-
al wisdom goes double for 
Ashley Schneider this month 
as she prepares to run her first 
marathon while raising money 
for the fight against eating dis-
orders — a difficult road she 
has traveled for the past year 
and a half.

Ashley, 21, a 2016 graduate of 
North High School, began her 

recovery journey in August 
2017. She calls it the dance of 
recovery — “two 
steps forward, one 
step back, repeat.”

Her next big 
steps — tens of 
thousands of 
them to cover 26.2 
miles — will come 
June 22 when she 
completes Grand-
ma’s Marathon 
in Duluth, Minn. 
She is running to 
raise money for 
the National Eating Disorders 
Association. The nonprofit 
organization estimates that 20 
million women and 10 million 
men in the United States will 
suffer from an eating disorder 

at some point in their lives.
It’s hard for Ashley to pin-

point exactly when 
her eating disorder 
started, but she 
knows she has been 
self-conscious about 
her appearance for 
as long as she can 
remember.

She specifically 
recalls an incident 
as a little girl on an 
elementary school 
playground when a 
peer told her, “You’re 

just really fat and ugly, and no 
guy will ever like you.” Sadly, 
the bullying comment stuck 
with her.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Foxconn Technology Group 
officials promised last July to 
bring a share of the largest 
economic development project 
in Wisconsin history to the 
Chippewa Valley.

In a major news conference, 
they announced plans to create 
150 high-tech jobs by opening a 
downtown Eau Claire innova-
tion center, dubbed Foxconn 
Place Chippewa Valley, in 2019. 
The officials indicated they 
had reached agreement to 
acquire the former Wells Fargo 
building and about half of the 
ground floor of the Haymarket 
Landing building to house the 
project.

Eleven months later, the 
Taiwan-based electronics giant 
has purchased about 15,500 
square feet of commercial 
space on the first floor of the 
Haymarket Landing building, 
but it remains empty. No peo-
ple, no desks, no construction.

Local officials said last week 
they have heard little from 

Foxconn about the status of the 
Eau Claire innovation center, 
but they assume the project 
will proceed eventually.

“We’re still working on the 
assumption that they are going 
to do the expansion as orig-
inally planned,” said Aaron 
White, economic development 
manager for the city of Eau 
Claire.

White and City Manager 
Dale Peters met with four 
members of the Foxconn team 

a few weeks ago for an update.
“They didn’t have a specific 

timeline they could provide, 
but they also didn’t give any in-
dication that the project wasn’t 
going to move forward,” White 
said, noting that Foxconn didn’t 
receive any incentives from the 
city for the project.

In a statement released 
Saturday, Foxconn remained 
committed to its plans.

“Foxconn Technology Group 
is proud to be moving forward 

with this crucial part of our 
commitment to Wisconsin and 
will continue to work with our 
partners in the Eau Claire area 
and across the state on this 
project,” the statement reads. 
“The innovation centers are 
part of a long-term initiative 
outside of and in addition to 
our agreement with the state, 
and fostering the kind of eco-
nomic activity they can help 
create is an effort to which 
we and our partners are fully 
committed.”

Downtown Eau Claire, with 
its mix of technology workers 
and UW-Eau Claire students 
living at Haymarket Landing, is 
just the kind of place Foxconn 
seeks when trying to create 
a work environment that will 
generate innovation, Alan 
Yeung, Foxconn’s director of 
U.S. strategic initiatives, told 
the Leader-Telegram in a Sep-
tember visit to Eau Claire.

During the same visit, Yeung 
said Foxconn’s goal was to 
occupy finished space in Eau 
Claire as early as December 
2018 and that the company 
intends to collaborate with 
UW-Eau Claire and communi-
ty leaders to determine exactly 
what research projects local 
employees would pursue.
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Foxconn’s EC innovation 
center sees little progress
Local officials still 

expect project to 

move forward

Staff photos by Eric Lindquist

Foxconn Technology Group bought about half of the commercial 
space on the ground floor of the Haymarket Landing building in 
downtown Eau Claire, but the company has yet to begin construc-
tion on its promised innovation center.

Running for a reason
EC woman raising 
money for eating 

disorder fight she is 
trying to outrun

Contributed photo

Ashley Schneider of Eau Claire, 
shown in November 2018, has been 
recovering from an eating disorder 
for the past year and a half. She plans 
to run Grandma’s Marathon this 
month to raise money and aware-
ness for others struggling with eating 
disorders.

See OFF BEAT  Page 2A

The space Foxconn Technology Group 
bought last fall in the Haymarket Land-
ing building in downtown Eau Claire to 
use for an innovation center remained 
empty last week. Local officials are un-
sure when the project will move forward.

See FOXCONN  Page 6A

Two Florida 
shootings,  

two different 
reactions

The Pulse 
and Parkland 
shootings: 
Why was 1 
cop called 
hero, the other 
arrested?

See SHOOTINGS  Page 8A
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