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The gruff and tough per-
sona mellowed in his later 
years. When my mother 
miraculously survived a 
major brain hemorrhage 
in 2007, he stayed at her 
side in the hospital for 
more than a month, coming 
home from Rochester, 
Minn., only once during the 
entire ordeal.

Dad became a better hus-
band because he knew what 
he almost lost. And his soft 
spot for his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
grew larger with each pass-
ing day.

In the end, Dad’s leg-
endary strength and his 
booming voice were largely 
gone. But not his faith. 
This past fall as Dad sat on 
the porch during a pastoral 
visit, he was asked how he 
was doing.

“I’m ready to go,” Dad 
said, adding he didn’t know 

why he was still around.
Dad knew he was going 

the last time he looked at 
me, tears pouring down his 
face. My tears of sadness 
mixed with his tears of joy 
as I tried to breathe life into 
his mouth. But Dad’s last 
taste of dinner and tequi-
la were no match for the 
sweetness of heaven.

They say people go 
through various stages of 
grief following the loss of a 
loved one — denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression and 
acceptance. But not every-
one goes through all those 
emotions and they aren’t 
always in that order.

I’ve skipped through 
the first four because it 
was Dad’s time to go. It’s 
foolish and selfish to think 
otherwise.

And I take comfort in the 
words written by my grand-
mother Cecile Hardie in 
1977, describing how she 
responded to the death of 
her mother the day before 

her wedding. Little did I 
know when I wrote about 
her story recently that her 
words would provide so-
lace after another death.

“We have always known 
that after the rains, the 
sunshine comes because we 
know from our experience 
that sorrow doesn’t stay 
with you unless you dwell 
on it,” she wrote. “Happi-
ness comes after grief.”

I am working on ac-
ceptance. Thank you for 
allowing me to share.

It grows better with each 
day.

Chris Hardie spent more 
than 30 years as a report-
er, editor and publisher. 
He was nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize and won 
dozens of state and nation-
al journalism awards. He 
is a former president of 
the Wisconsin Newspaper 
Association. Contact him at 
chardie1963@gmail.com.
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What we do know is the 
ability of the virus to pass 
from individuals is blocked 
by adoptable behaviors. 
I call them the three “W” 
behaviors: Wash our hands 
and stop touching our 
faces, watch our distance to 
keep more than 6 feet apart, 
and wear our face cover 
whenever in the presence of 
others who are not part of 
our safe household circle.

Wash hands, watch our 
distance, wear face cover.

If we do these things, 
all the time, and without 
interruption, we deprive the 
virus of a place to live.

Doing these three behav-
iors is hard. Our hands get 
raw from washing, and we 
love touching our face. It 
seems rude to back away 
from others to protect our 

safe space of separation. 
It is hard to cover our face 
because we cannot easily 
read one another’s facial 
expressions and enjoy that 
window into our emotional 
communication.

Besides the three “W” 
behaviors, we need to do a 
couple other things to get 
through this. We need to be 
gentle with one another. We 
need to give extra emo-
tional benefit of the doubt. 
We need to realize that our 
normal emotional cues are 
being deprived to us. We 
need to be sure to hug one 
another in our household 
space and to be apprecia-
tive of emotional cues that 
we receive there. We need 
to pay extra attention to one 
another’s eyes as we seek 
cues not otherwise avail-
able behind our face cover.

If we adopt the three 
“W” behaviors, our public 
health experts will help us 

win this war with the other 
creature that is living off 
of us. We can kill the virus 
from our living space. Our 
public health experts ask 
us to test for the virus in 
our bodies when we have 
symptoms and ask us to 
help with contact tracing 
and isolation of cases that 
are found. The better we 
practice the three “W” 
behaviors, the fewer cases 
of infection we will see and 
the fewer isolation experi-
ences we will need. Then 
we will be able to get back 
what is ours, a place where 
we can live as thriving 
human beings, hugging, 
touching, and sharing our 
emotional experiences. We 
need to band together to get 
the job done.

Neumann is a retired pe-
diatric critical care doctor 
who lives in La Crosse and 
a member of Wisconsin 
Farmers Union.
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The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection is 
working on keeping more 
of the state’s young people 
involved in agriculture.

To help meet that goal, 
DATCP Secretary-designee 
Randy Romanski an-
nounced during the July 23 
DATCP Board meeting the 
creation of the new Wis-
consin Agriculture Youth 
Council.

The purpose of the Wis-
consin Agriculture Youth 
Council is to encourage 
young people to engage 
with state government and 
increase their awareness of 
DATCP’s role in Wiscon-
sin’s agriculture industry, 
Romanski said.

“The background of 
the council is working to 
encourage young people to 
engage with state govern-
ment and increase their 
awareness of DATCP’s 
agriculture industry,” he 
said. “We want to continue 
to encourage any young 
person who’s interested in 
remaining in agriculture in 
Wisconsin — even through 
COVID-19 — there are 
opportunities out there.

“Agriculture is part of 
our future, as well as our 
past and present.”

The Council will be 
comprised of 15 high 
school seniors from across 
the state who represent a 
variety of interest areas in 
Wisconsin’s agriculture 
industry.

“Whether it’s continu-
ing on their family farm, 
working for an agribusi-
ness, or working in a 

government agency, we’re 
trying to grow awareness 
of DATCP’s role because 
we believe there will be 
interaction with DATCP 
no matter where they are,” 
Romanski said.

In its first year, the 
Wisconsin Agriculture 
Youth Council will meet 
each month beginning in 
September. These month-
ly virtual meetings will 
feature presentations by 
DATCP staff on a variety of 
topics, breakout sessions, 
and opportunities to rotate 
through leadership posi-
tions within the group. A 
final all-day session will be 
held in May.

Students will serve a 
one-year term on the Coun-
cil. To apply, students need 
to submit a completed one-
page application, resume, 
300-word essay, one-min-
ute video, and letter of 
recommendation.

The application and addi-
tional details are available 
at agyouthcouncil.wi.gov. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted through Aug. 21.

“There are a wide variety 
of careers available in the 
agriculture industry, from 
production to marketing 
to IT and much more,” 
Romanski said. “We’re 
excited to share the oppor-
tunities more widely with 
Wisconsin’s young people 
who want to help shape the 
future of agriculture in our 
state.”

For more information 
about the Wisconsin 
Agriculture Youth Council, 
email DATCPAgYouth-
Council@wisconsin.gov.

Budget issues

On July 22, Gov. Tony 

Evers ordered $250 million 
in new cuts to state agen-
cies for the 2020-21 fiscal 
year, and Romanski said 
DATCP will do its best to 
provide the services the 
public expects while faced 
with the budget reduction.

Romanski said the 
announcement of the cuts 
comes early enough in the 
fiscal year that it will give 
agencies the opportunity to 
spread the cuts out over the 
course of the year.

“DATCP will do it’s best 
in addressing the savings 
measures that are asked of 
us,” he said. “The agency 
certainly steps up when we 
are asked to do this. We 
will do our best to continue 
to provide the services that 
we provide.”

Contact: nathan.
jackson@ecpc.com.

DATCP looking 
to keep youth 
involved in ag
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Jaylor Vertical Beater Manure Spreaders

The machine you need, to evenly spread, tough to spread material.

Versatile TD 500 N, 27 Ft. Disc ....... Rent Me!

Versatile SD650, Offset Disk 12’ w/26”

Notched Blades............................ Rent Me!

Your Source For Liquid Manure, Coupler & Hose Needs, Retail & Wholesale

MAST FARM SERVICE
Abbotsford, WI • 715-223-2525

MISCELLANEOUS

Gehl 970 on Meyers 12T Tandem...................... $2,850

H & S Super 7 + 4 on Knowles 12T Tandem

...................................................................... $3,250

Case IH 3950 disc 19’, 18”front, 19”rear, solid, very
clean, ...........................................................$11,250

IH 710 5x18 Auto, Late Model, Solid................$2,750

Triolet 1200 Solo Mix, Twin Screw, 400 Cu., Rebuilt

Planetary On Front Gearbox, Our Rental ......... $12,995

(2) H&S 9x16 Bale Racks..................$995 & $1,295

Tyler Terragator, New Leader, L3020 G-4-12 S.S.

spreader box wi/Viper Pro rate control GPS, needs

trans repair ...................................................... $10,995

New Quality Farm King Rotary Cutter (Bush Hog) 5’, 6’, 7’

.....................................................................IN STOCK

K-line Speedtiller 12’, 3 pt.

“an excellent performing machine, performs

well 5.5-9mph” ...................................... Rent Me!

Versatile Fury HS250, 25’ In Stock
Dominate your residue. The Versatile Fury is a fast & flexible high speed

compact disk designed to run at speeds of 8-12 mph up to 70 acres per hr.

TRACTORS

2014 Versatile 260 MFD, 1770 + hrs., Deluxe cab, 480/80R50

duals, 420/85R34 frnt., Dual PTO, very clean, solid tractor.

cash resale book value $110,000 .......................Now $105,950

2014 Versatile 260 MFD, 3550 hrs., 480/80R46 duals, very

clean machine! Cash resale book value $104,900.......... $91,750

05, NHTM175, MFD, 1980hrs., 4 remotes, 20.8R 42 duals,

very clean 1-owner machine! ......................................... $54,500

CIH 7120, ‘92, MFD, 750 hrs. on Trans. Rebuild,

Sharp w/Duals................................................................ $37,995

NEMESIS

210 MFD,
FRNT., 3PT.,

PTO
YOUR NEXT

TRIPLE MOWER

TRACTOR!

175
W/LOADER HAS

ARRIVED!
DRIVE IT

TODAY!

TANKS & PUMPS – FOR SALE OR RENT

2010 Houle 5250
28L26, steering, very good.........................$29,995

Jamesway/VanDale 4100,
23.1L 26 tires as is ..........................................$6,500

Houle 36’,
1000 RPM, Elec. Control ..............................$9,250

MFS 5,280, 5000, 4200 rental spreaders............... CALL
Dryhill Lagoon Pumps,
32, 42, 44, & 52 Ft. .............FOR RENT OR SALE

NEW MFS 8” x 27’
fill pipe carts, in-stock..................................$2,295

Dryhill DH 481 52’ Multi-Purpose
Lagoon Pump .................................................CALL

Badger 12,500L, 3300 gal. tank spreader,

21.5L,16.1 tires, very clean, solid, shed kept machine .....$7,495

Farm King 84” Grading Scraper
& Landscape Rake

Need parts for your NH Genesis Tractor?
Call us!

OVER 300
PRODUCTS

TO MAKE

YOUR LIFE EASIER.

N5560 County Road Y • Chili, WI 54420

715-683-2444 • www.chiliimp.com


