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» Fall color forecasts 
see mid-Oct. peak
15% of EC area trees showing 
some changes. Page 3A

» Mainline Protestants 
out of political spotlight
Focus largely on evangelical 
leaders and Catholics. Page 9B
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Campaigning 
during a 
pandemic
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The Eau 
Claire County Board’s decision 
to delay voting on an amend-
ment to a resolution authoriz-
ing the county to conduct a 
forensic audit into the county 
Department of Human Services 
followed about two hours of 
discussion, including input from 
the Eau Claire County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On Tuesday night the board 
postponed consideration of 
the amendment until its Oct. 6 
meeting in order to have time to 
verify where the money for ac-
tions in the amendment would 
come from. The amendment, 
which was postponed by a 19-10 
vote, proposes spending up to 
$75,000 to conduct a program 
audit of DHS and up to $25,000 

“to hire forensic experts to 
pursue the full scope” of alleged 
credit card theft related to an 
ongoing criminal case against a 
former DHS employee.

Supervisor Kevin Stelljes 
drafted the amendment to allow 
the Sheriff’s Office to investi-
gate potential criminal activi-
ties and, separately, to conduct 
a thorough program audit of 
DHS. The alleged credit card 
theft refers to a case against 
former DHS employee Zer 
Smith, who was charged last 
month with nine counts of fraud 
relating to credit card purchas-
es at DHS between November 
2018 and August 2019. A court 
hearing in that case is sched-

uled for Nov. 10. If approved, 
the Sheriff’s Office investigation 
would “include heretofore un-
reported thefts or other persons 
involved,” according to the 
amendment.

According to Stelljes’s amend-
ment, a DHS program audit 
would focus on three areas: 
evaluation of DHS management 
controls and improvement 
recommendations; evaluation 
of accounting and forecasting 
practices; and evaluation of 
program effectiveness to deter-
mine how successful DHS is in 
delivering services.

The County Board also 
approved an amendment to 
Stelljes’s amendment noting 

that if either the $25,000 fo-
rensic examination or $75,000 
program audit go over budget, 
they would be referred to the 
Administration Committee and 
Finance and Budget Committee.

A program audit is differ-
ent from a forensic audit. A 
program audit looks at an 
organization to determine if 
the organization is meeting its 
performance goals. A forensic 
audit analyzes an organization’s 
financial records specifically to 
search for illegal activity.

Supervisor Steve Chilson, 
co-author of a resolution that 
would authorize the county to 
spend up to $100,000 to con-
duct a forensic audit of DHS, 
said community confidence in 
DHS is low and a forensic audit 
would help restore that confi-
dence. 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY

2-hour talk precedes delay of vote 
On Oct. 6 board will take up  
proposal related to possible  

forensic audit of DHS

By Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — John 
Menard, founder of the 
Menards 
home-im-
provement 
chain of 
stores and a 
1963 UW-Eau 
Claire gradu-
ate, is giving 
$3 million to 
the university 
for a five-year 
initiative regarding the U.S. 
Constitution’s First Amend-
ment rights.

The funds “will expand 
the opportunities available 
through UW-Eau Claire’s 
Center for Constitutional 
Studies, now renamed the 
Menard Center for Consti-
tutional Studies,” accord-
ing to a UW-EC news 
release. 

John 
menard 

gives $3m 
to uW-eC
5-year initiative 

involves U.S. 
Constitution’s 

First Amendment 
rights

PURVEYOR OF PUMPKINS

Dan Reiland

Bryan Waughtal of Eau Claire unloads pumpkins from his trailer Monday at the intersection of Menomonie Street and Claire-
mont Avenue in Eau Claire, where he sells them. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A new Chil-
dren’s Museum of Eau Claire 
took another step forward 
Wednesday morning when the 
city’s Redevelopment Authority 
signed an agreement to sell land 
for the building.

Getting unanimous approv-
al from the RDA’s board of 
directors and already approved 
by the museum’s leaders, the 
agreement calls for the new 
two-story, 23,000-square-foot 
building to be open by the end 

of 2022.
The new building would be 

built on vacant land along North 
Barstow Street, immediately ad-
jacent to a city parking ramp the 
museum will rent spaces in.

The museum will lease 25 

stalls in the ramp, starting at 
$40 a month. Specific spots will 
not be reserved for the museum, 
but signs above some spots stat-
ing they are “family friendly” 
will indicate they’re close to the 
museum’s entrance.

RDA board member Connie 
Pedersen questioned if there is 
enough room available in the 
city’s four-level ramp for all the 
current and future users.

Royal Credit Union and Jamf 
are primary users of the ramp, 
though numerous employees 
are currently working from 
home due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In addition to the museum’s 
planned usage of the ramp, 
the city recently approved a 
five-story building nearby with 
apartments and commercial 
space that will use some spaces 
in the parking structure as well. 
The RDA is in ongoing talks 
with Monarch Ventures for a 
building next to the ramp with 
a restaurant and office space, 
which is also expected to need 
parking.

rda signs pact with Children’s museum
Deal includes 
ramp parking 

for new building, 
taxing former 

location
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The Children’s Museum of Eau Claire is planning this new two-story 
building for vacant land next to a city parking ramp on North Bar-
stow Street.
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