
By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE 
— Lori Bed-
narczyk won’t 

be making the trip 
from her Bovey, 
Minn., 
home to 
Eau Claire 
to mark 
the 20th 
anniversa-
ry of her 
daughter’s 
unsolved murder in 
Eau Claire County.

But she thinks of her 
daughter, Angelina Wall, 
every day and desperately 
wants closure in the case 
with the arrest of her killer.

“That’s all I think about,” 
Bednarczyk said. “I think 
about the killer. I’m angry. I 
get angry so bad. I can’t do 
anything to help her. I just 
want to let people know she’s 
still gone. Somebody must 
know something.”

Bednarczyk drives by 
Wall’s grave site in Bovey 
every year.

She is still hopeful some-
body comes forward with 
information or to confess to 
her daughter’s death.

“It’s been 20 years. I may 
never find out,” Bednarczyk 
said.

“I want people to know 
her killer is still free and her 
family mourns for her every 
single day,” she said.

“Why should he be free?” 
Bednarczyk said of her 
daughter’s killer. “We’ll never 
be free.”

The body of 22-year-old 
Angelina Wall was found at 
about 5:45 a.m. Jan. 6, 2001, 
along Highway J, west of Fall 
Creek. She was found on the 
snow-covered south shoul-
der of the highway, south of 
U.S. 12.

Wall was last seen be-
tween 2:35 and 2:40 a.m. 
on Jan. 6, 2001, at a gas 
station on Birch Street in 
Eau Claire. She left work at 
about 1:40 a.m. from Mc-
Donald’s on South Hastings 
Way. Police believe she was 

walking toward her home on 
North Dewey Street when 
she was abducted.

Sheriff Ron Cramer was on 
the scene the day Wall’s body 
was found.

“You feel an obligation to 
Angelina and her family,” he 
said. “An unsolved homicide 

gnaws at everybody who was 
on the case.”

Bednarczyk is not ventur-
ing to Eau Claire this year 
to mark the anniversary of 
her daughter’s death because 
of COVID-19 and her own 
health issues. She has back 
problems, and what was a 

four-hour drive to Eau Claire 
is now more like a six- or 
eight-hour drive.

Bednarczyk said she has 
stayed in contact with the 
Eau Claire County Sheriff’s 
Office with updates about her 
daughter’s case.
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By Todd Richmond 
Associated Press

MADISON — An Illinois 
teenager who fatally shot two 
people and wounded a third 
amidst sometimes violent 
summer protests on the streets 
of Kenosha, pleaded not guilty 
on Tuesday to charges including 
intentional homicide.

Kyle Rittenhouse, 18, entered 
his plea in a brief hearing con-
ducted by teleconference.

Prosecutors say Rittenhouse, 
who is white, left his home in 
Antioch, Illinois, and traveled to 
Kenosha after learning of a call 

on social media to protect busi-
nesses in the wake of the Aug. 
23 shooting by police 
of Jacob Blake. Blake, 
a Black man, was shot 
seven times in the back 
and left paralyzed.

Rittenhouse opened 
fire with an assault-style 
rifle during protests 
two nights later, killing 
Joseph Rosenbaum and 
Anthony Huber and wounding 
Gaige Grosskreutz. Rittenhouse 
has argued he fired in self-de-
fense.

Conservatives have rallied 
around Rittenhouse, describ-
ing him as a patriot who took 
up arms to protect people and 
property, and raised enough 
money to make his $2 million 
cash bail. Others see him as 
a domestic terrorist whose 

presence with a rifle incited 
protesters. Rittenhouse was 

17 at the time of the 
shootings and charges 
include illegal posses-
sion of a dangerous 
weapon by someone 
under age 18.

The Blake shooting 
happened three months 
after George Floyd died 
while being restrained 

by police officers in Minneap-
olis, which also was captured 
on bystander video and which 
sparked outrage and protests 
that spread across the United 
States and beyond.

The galvanized Black Lives 
Matter movement put a spot-
light on inequitable policing and 
became a fault line in politics, 
with President Donald Trump 
criticizing protesters and 

aggressively pressing a law-and-
order message that he sought to 
capitalize on in Wisconsin and 
other swing states.

The Kenosha protests dam-
aged businesses in the city of 
100,000 near the Wisconsin-Il-
linois border — authorities 
ultimately estimated some $50 
million in damage.

Teen pleads not guilty in protest slayings
Kyle Rittenhouse 
had traveled to 

Kenosha from his 
home in Illinois

Rittenhouse

Wall

REMEMBERING 
ANGELINA WALL

Homicide victim’s mother still seeking closure 20 years  
after daughter’s death in Eau Claire County

Staff file photo

Lori Bednarczyk erected this memorial along Highway J near Fall Creek where the body of her 
22-year-old daughter, Angelina Wall, was discovered on Jan. 6, 2001. Wall’s murder remains 
unsolved 20 years later.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Three 
Eau Claire City Council 
members will face challeng-
ers in their bids for re-elec-
tion this spring.

Three contenders submit-
ted the necessary paper-
work to City Hall by the 
5 p.m. Tuesday deadline to 
get their names on the April 
6 ballot for the council’s 
district seats.

Among them is Gabriel 
Schlieve, a full-time UW-
Eau Claire student and 
disability rights advocate, 
who has family history in 
local government.

“I’ve had political experi-
ence pretty much my entire 
life because I lived with my 
grandparents,” he said.

His late grandparents, 
Jean M. and Jean F. Schlieve, 
had each served as super-
visors on the Eau Claire 
County Board.

Gabriel Schlieve said 
disability advocacy would 
be his main focus if elect-
ed, but he’s also noticed 
other ways Eau Claire could 
improve life for everyone in 
the community as well.

“I feel there are a lot of 
smaller issues that have 
been overlooked, and that’s 
what I want to try and fix if 
I can,” he said.

Candidates 
emerge 

in council 
races

Advocate for 
disabled, 2019 

runner-up among 
candidates
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No charges  
in Blake case
 » A prosecutor announced 

Tuesday that he will not 
file criminal charges 
against a white police 
officer in the shooting of 
Jacob Blake, who is Black, 
last summer in Kenosha, 
leaving Blake paralyzed. 
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