
Friday • december 28, 2018 $1.00

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
eaU cLaire aNd THe cHiPPeWa VaLLey’S LeadiNG NeWS SOUrce SiNce 1881

34/7     PAGE 8B

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
Volume 48 • Number 201 • 2 sections  •  16 pages «

GETTING OUT • Anglers in search of early ice  

fishing opportunities find mixed conditions — as well 

as success — on outings during December/8B

TESTING THE ICE 

» Holiday recycling 
effort launched
Brush site is accepting Christ-
mas trees to make into mulch, 
and the county is taking old 
light strands. Page 3A

» Sibling rivalry
Brothers, one a coach and the 
other a player, face off on the 
basketball court in Altoona. 
Page 1B
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TOMORROW

Girls hoops  
action heats up 
after holiday 
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menomonie and 
ram both win in 

boys hockey  
tournament 

play/1B

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

I
f the temperature Thurs-
day had been 10 or so 
degrees colder, the Chip-
pewa Valley would have 
received a dozen inches 
of snow, a meteorologist 

said. Instead, with fewer than 
3 inches of snow — and rain 
shrinking that level through-
out the day — it left skiers and 
snowmobile enthusiasts wonder-
ing what could have been a good 

base for their outdoor sports.
“Sad would be a good word,” 

said skiing enthusiast Sue Lind-
stedt in describing the rainfall. 
“It’s very wet right now. If it 
were 5 degrees colder, we’d be 
playing outside right now. It 
definitely feels like a miss.”

Lindstedt said the season 
started off well with the cold 
November, but the snow has 
vanished in the past week.

“I usually ski six days a week. 
It’s my passion,” she said. “This 
year, it’s been six times total.”

Lindstedt works with the Eau 
Claire Ski Striders, which offers 
ski classes to children ages 4 to 
17 at Tower Ridge Ski Area. The 
first session is slated for Jan. 7.

“We still are hoping we get 
more snow before we start,” she 
said. “We usually are able to pull 
it off.”

Ted Theyerl, head coach of 
the Chippewa Valley Nordic 
Ski Team, which has about 40 
members between high school 
and middle school athletes, 
agreed that the season started 

well, but this storm would have 
helped replenish the snow that 
has been lost in the past couple 
of weeks.

“We have races this weekend,” 
Theyerl said. “It’s strange that 
we have to head up to Cable 
to ski on man-made snow. I’m 
disappointed (in this snowfall). 
When I looked at the forecast, I 
didn’t see much snow happening 
here. Maybe we’ll catch some 
snow on the backside of it.”

Rainy day blues

Snowmobilers and skiers frustrated as rain falls from sky instead of snow

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Kale’ Haywood of Meadville, Pa., crosses the confluence bridge in the pouring rain with her mom, Janis Haywood of Eau Claire, on their way 
to the Pablo Center at the Confluence on Thursday in Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Aya Batrawy

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
issued a wide-ranging overhaul 
of top government posts on 
Thursday, including naming a 
new foreign minister, following 
international fallout from the 
killing of Saudi writer Jamal 
Khashoggi nearly three months 
ago.

He also ordered a shakeup of 
the kingdom’s supreme council 
that oversees matters related to 
security. The council is headed 
by the king’s son, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, whose 
powers including roles as deputy 
prime minister and defense 
minister, were untouched in the 
overhaul.

Saudi king 
orders 
cabinet 
shakeup
Move comes in 
wake of fallout 
from killing of 

writer Khashoggi

By Marcia Dunn

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— The spacecraft team that 
brought us close-ups of Pluto 
will ring in the new year by 
exploring an even more distant 
and mysterious world.

NASA’s New Horizons space-
craft will zip past the scrawny, 
icy object nicknamed Ultima 
Thule soon after the stroke of 
midnight.

One billion miles beyond 
Pluto and an astounding 4 bil-
lion miles from Earth, Ultima 
Thule will be the farthest world 
ever explored by humankind. 
That’s what makes this deep-
freeze target so enticing; it’s a 
preserved relic dating all the 
way back to our solar system’s 
origin 4.5 billion years ago. No 
spacecraft has visited anything 
so primitive.

“What could be more ex-
citing than that?” said project 
scientist Hal Weaver of Johns 
Hopkins University, part of the 
New Horizons team.

Lead scientist Alan Stern of 

Southwest Research Institute 
in Boulder, Colo., expects the 
New Year’s encounter to be 
riskier and more difficult than 
the rendezvous with Pluto: The 
spacecraft is older, the target is 
smaller, the flyby is closer and 
the distance from us is greater.

New Horizons
NASA launched the 

spacecraft in 2006; it’s about 
the size of a baby grand piano. 
It flew past Pluto in 2015, pro-
viding the first close-up views 
of the dwarf planet. With the 
wildly successful flyby behind 
them, mission planners won 
an extension from NASA and 
set their sights on a destination 

Spacecraft to explore 

world beyond Pluto
New Horizons will usher in the new year with flyby

Associated Press

This illustration provided by NASA shows the New Horizons 
spacecraft. NASA launched the probe in 2006; it’s about the size of 
a baby grand piano.

By Juliet Linderman  
and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Three days, maybe four. 
That’s how long Ethan 
James, 21, says he can real-
istically miss work before 
he’s struggling.

So as the partial govern-
ment shutdown stretched 
into its sixth day with 
no end in sight, James, a 
minimum-wage contractor 
sidelined from his job as 
an office worker at the 
Interior Department, was 
worried. “I live check 
to check right now,” he 
said, and risks missing his 
rent or phone payment. 
Contractors, unlike most 
federal employees, may 
never get back pay for 
being idled. “I’m getting 
nervous,” he said.

Stress 
rising 
among 
federal 
workers
Many struggle 

without 
paychecks 
coming in
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