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GOT A NEWS TIP?

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS 
— A Stanley man, who 
is incarcerated in the 
Chippewa County Jail, 
has been charged after 
he admitted he made up 
a story of being sexually 
assaulted by a woman.

Austin L. Engelke, 19, 
W11729 Willow Road, 
has been 
charged 
in Chip-
pewa 
County 
Court 
with re-
sisting or 
obstruct-
ing an 
officer. 
Engelke 
is already 
being 
held on 
a $1,000 
cash 
bond. 
He will 
return to court today.

According to the 
criminal complaint, a 
Chippewa Falls police 
officer interviewed En-
gelke in the jail, where 
Engelke told a story of 
being sexually assaulted 
by an adult woman in 
March 2020. Howev-
er, the officer “noted 
a bunch of inconsis-
tencies” in Engelke’s 
statements. Eventually 
Engelke admitted he 
had not been assaulted.

“He lied about the 
sexual assault to help out 
another inmate, Donald 
Rusaw,” the complaint 
states. Engelke added 
“that the person he 
claimed sexually as-
saulted him was a prior 
victim of Mr. Rusaw, 
and that Mr. Rusaw was 
going to use this infor-
mation to help him with 
Mr. Rusaw’s case.”

The complaint 
doesn’t say if Rusaw 
explicitly asked Engelke 
to lie on his behalf.

Engelke was arrest-
ed after the parents of 
a 12-year-old girl saw 
Engelke climb out of her 
second-story bedroom 
window on Jan. 2. When 
confronted, Engelke 
admitted he had sexual 
conduct with the girl. If 
released from jail, En-
gelke cannot have any 
contact with the victim 
or any juvenile females.

inmate 
charged 

after 
making 
up sex 
assault 
story

Engelke

Rusaw

By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A Fall Creek woman in-
jured her husband by driving erratically while 
intoxicated on Easter on U.S. 12 in Altoona, 
authorities say.

Miranda L. House, 31, 1910 
Spring St., was charged Monday 
in Eau Claire County Court 
with a felony count of attempt-
ing to flee an officer and misde-
meanor counts of causing injury 
by operating while intoxicated 
and resisting an officer.

House is free on a $1,000 sig-
nature bond, which prohibits her from drink-
ing alcohol or entering taverns.

House returns to court May 17.
According to the criminal complaint:
Altoona police officers were advised of a 

reckless driver Sunday on U.S. 12, or Hillcrest 
Parkway, in Altoona.

A caller reported that a truck struck a guard-
rail between Highway 93 and South Hastings 
Way, and that a male subject was kicked out of 
the vehicle in the middle of the road.

An officer located the truck and saw it cross 
the centerline near Hong Street. The officer 
activated his emergency lights and the truck did 
not appear to brake. The officer then activated 
his emergency siren, and the truck did not stop.

While the officer followed the truck for a 
mile, it swerved numerous times, crossing 
over the fog line onto the shoulder.

The officer was concerned for other vehi-
cles on the road as they entered the two-lane 
portion of the highway with no divider.
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HIGH-FLYING 
ADVENTURE

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CADOTT — When 
Nathan Manor saw a car 
on fire the evening of Oct. 
11, he just reacted.

Manor and his two 
friends left a Cadott bar, 
running the two blocks 
to a car that had crashed 
into a stopped train. While 
the front end of the car 
didn’t have major notice-
able dents, it had burst 
into flames. Furthermore, 
it was evident the driver 
of the car was passed out 
inside.

“We started breaking the 
windows. I just punched 
it out with my hands,” 
Manor said. “It started on 
fire in the engine, and was 

working its way back in 
the car.”

Manor smashed the 

driver’s side window. 
However, he realized 
the driver had somehow 

crawled into the back seat. 
So, Manor broke the rear 
window on the driver’s 
side, reached inside to un-
lock the car, and opened 
the door. The man was 
perhaps 150 pounds. Man-
or reached into the car 
and pulled him out.

“We got him out, down 
the street, away from the 
vehicle,” Manor said.

On Monday, Manor was 
honored at the Cadott 
Village Board meeting. He 
received an honor from 
the state Legislature for 
his quick thinking and 
bravery.

Rep. Jesse James, 
R-Altoona, and Rep. Rob 
Summerfield, R-Bloomer, 
presented Manor with the 
certificate.

“He went above and 
beyond, and I call him a 
hometown hero,” James 
said. “This young man 
obviously stepped up to 
the plate. This is an award 
overdue to him.”

Manor, 22, is a 2017 Fall 
Creek High School grad-
uate and now a Chippewa 
Falls resident. He and his 
friends, Josh Briggs and 
Tristan Duncan, were at 
Rick’s Halfway Hall and 
Sports Bar in downtown 
Cadott.

Firefighters said the 
car was fully stopped, in 
front of the train tracks, a 
few blocks from the bar. 
Somehow, it began rolling 
forward, striking the 
stopped train, causing it to 
burst into flames.

“No one else was run-
ning down there,” Manor 
said with a shrug.

EMTs arrived, and the 
man was airlifted to a 
nearby hospital. He did 
not attend Monday’s 
event.

“I just had some cuts 
and scrapes, but that’s it,” 
Manor said.

Manor’s girlfriend and 
his parents attended the 
ceremony. Manor seemed 
embarrassed by all the 
attention.

“It’s cool to be honored 
like this,” he said. “I don’t 
need it. I’m just glad I 
saved a guy.”

Contact: chris.vetter@
ecpc.com

CF man honored for pulling man from burning car
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Nathan Manor, left, of Chippewa Falls accepts a certif-
icate Monday from state Rep. Jesse James, R-Altoona. 
Also in attendance was state Rep. Rob Summerfield, 
R-Bloomer. In October, Manor pulled a man from a 
burning car after it had struck a stopped train.
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Andrew and Kim Torger-
son flew kites with their 

son Cole on Friday at Eau 
Claire Soccer Park. View 
more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Ninety-one percent of Eau 
Claire school district teachers have gotten at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, im-
proving on early predictions from the school 
district and reassuring administrators about 
shifting younger students to more face-to-face 
classes beginning this week.

“We’re happy to report that before spring 
break, 91% of staff reported having at least the 
first shot of the vaccine, so that helped us feel 
better about having more students in each 
classroom,” said Kim Koller, executive director 
of administration, at a Monday school board 
meeting.

In Eau Claire County, 35% of residents have 
gotten at least one dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine, and 24% are fully vaccinated.

Wisconsin teachers became eligible March 
1 to get COVID-19 vaccines. Chippewa Valley 
teachers began getting their shots that same 
week.
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