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By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

Carol Peuse is raising a 
stink about horse manure 
along Eau Claire County 
roads.

And the 
town of Bridge 
Creek resi-
dent is hoping 
county officials 
take action to 
address it.

“There are 
a lot of people 
who aren’t hap-
py about it,” said Peuse, who 
attended a recent Eau Claire 
County Board Highway Com-
mittee meeting.

This past week, Peuse said 
she is considering collecting 
signatures on a petition, ask-
ing the county to require the 
use of manure catchers on 
horses on county roads.

“If you drive out on roads 
where the Amish live, … there 
is a lot of manure,” Peuse 
said, “and it can be really bad 
on church days because of a 
concentration of buggies.”
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Husky baseball brings state title back to Eau Claire
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Manure 
mess

Resident tired of 
horse deposits 
on Eau Claire 
County roads

Peuse
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By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

S
ave the world.

That could just as well 
be the job description 

for the position to which an 
Eau Claire North and UW-Eau 
Claire graduate recently was 
appointed.

Instead, Jeff Eberhardt’s 
new official title is special 
representative of the president 
for nuclear nonproliferation. 
The position holds the rank of 
ambassador.

Eberhardt, 61, a 1976 graduate 
of North, was nominated to 
the position in September by 
President Donald Trump and 
confirmed June 20 by the U.S. 
Senate on a voice vote.

After serving for 23 years in 
the U.S. Army before joining 
the State Department, Eber-
hardt said last week via email 
that he is “humbled by the 
trust placed in me by the Pres-
ident and (Secretary of State 
Mike) Pompeo.”

In his new role, Eberhardt 
said he will lead diplomatic 
efforts in the run-up to next 
year’s Review Conference for 
the Treaty on the Nonprolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons.

“This conference will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
treaty, which has done so 
much to make the world a 
safer place by establishing a 
foundation for the dramatic 
reductions in nuclear weap-
ons we’ve seen since the 
height of the Cold War, and 
enabling the spreading of 
the benefits of the peaceful 
uses of nuclear technology,” 
Eberhardt said. “None of this 
would have been possible 
without the security provided 
by the treaty’s commitments, 
and the treaty-mandated 

(International Atomic Energy 
Agency) safeguards that serve 
to verify those commitments 
are adhered to.”

Eberhardt has worked on 
nuclear-related issues across 
three successive administra-
tions in nonpartisan posi-
tions.

“What has struck me from 
these years of serving different 
administrations ... is the strong 
element of bipartisan continui-
ty in U.S. nuclear policy,” Eber-
hardt said during April testi-
mony to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. “There 
have been a few guiding prin-
ciples that date back decades 

— for instance, that the United 
States will work to reduce the 
numbers and salience of nucle-
ar weapons with the ultimate 
goal of someday eliminating 
them, but that for so long as 
nuclear deterrence remains 
necessary, we will maintain an 
effective nuclear force.”

The U.S. also has remained 
steadfast in its commitment to 
ensuring global nonprolifera-
tion because of the “enormous 
dangers that would arise from 
allowing the spread of nuclear 
weapons to additional coun-
tries,” he continued.

Not surprisingly, his parents, 
Richard and Esther Eberhardt 

of Eau Claire, are proud of 
their son’s role in such an im-
portant endeavor.

“It’s quite an accomplish-
ment,” said Richard, a retired 
Army master sergeant and 
Korean War veteran. “He has 
been in high-level positions, 
but to get the rank of ambassa-
dor is an area of even greater 
responsibility.”

Esther and Richard know 
their son, who is fluent in 
Russian, travels all over the 
world for his State Department 
duties, but beyond that every-
thing is top secret.
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Contributed photo

Eau Claire North and UW-Eau Claire graduate Jeff Eberhardt, left, takes the oath of office recently 
in Washington, D.C., after being confirmed as special representative of the president for nuclear 
nonproliferation.

By Zeke Miller  
and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Pres-
ident Donald Trump issued a 
Twitter invitation Saturday to 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un to 
meet for a handshake at the 
Demilitarized Zone that sepa-
rates the North and South, and 
expressed a willingness to cross 
the border for what would be 
a history-making photo oppor-
tunity.

The invitation, while long 
rumored in diplomatic circles, 
still came across as an impul-
sive display of showmanship by 
a president bent on obtaining 
a legacy-defining nuclear deal. 
North Korea responded by call-

ing the offer a “very interesting 
suggestion.”

Presidential visits to the 
DMZ are traditionally carefully 
guarded secrets for security 
reasons. White House offi-

cials couldn’t immediately say 
whether Kim had agreed to 
meet with Trump. The presi-
dent himself claimed before fly-
ing from Japan to South Korea 
that he wasn’t even sure Kim 

was in North Korea to accept 
the invitation.

“All I did is put out a feeler, if 
you’d like to meet,” Trump said 
later of the message to Kim. He 
added, somewhat implausibly: “I 
just thought of it this morning.”

Later, after arriving in Seoul 
from a summit in Osaka of 
world leaders, Trump offered 
no further insight into his 
planned trip to the heavily 
fortified border. “It will be very 
interesting,” he said.

While in Japan, Trump said at 
a news conference that he was 
“literally visiting the DMZ,” but 
wasn’t sure whether Kim would 
meet him.

Trump said he’d “feel very 
comfortable” crossing the 
border into North Korea if Kim 
showed up, saying he’d “have 
no problem” becoming the 
first U.S. president to step into 
North Korea.

Trump wants visit to DMZ
President suggests 

handshake with 
Kim today

Associated Press

Hikers and journalists walk along the DMZ Peace Trail on June 14 in 
the demilitarized zone in Goseong, South Korea.
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