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By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

The 135th Assault Helicopter Company “lost 
a lot of people, but we never forgot them,” said 
Fred Dunaway, who commanded the unit.

One of them — Terry Mezera — is being re-
membered Tuesday by a fellow crew member 
and that man’s country.

Killed on Jan. 16, 1971, Mezera posthumously 
will receive the Unit Citation for Gallantry 
awarded by the Australian government’s gov-
ernor-general.

Jim Shaw, a member of the Royal Australian 
Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam unit, will 
present the ribbon to Mezera’s family, includ-
ing his parents Frank and Betty, at 1 p.m. at 
VFW Post 305.

“Terry was very proud of what he did, and 
we were very proud of him,” said World War II 
Navy veteran Frank from the home he shares 
with Betty on Eau Claire’s north side.

Terry Mezera, a 1967 North High School 
graduate, arrived in Vietnam in March 1970 
and officially began his tour of duty on April 2, 
1970, serving with the 135th AHC.

Organized at Fort Hood, Texas, in February 
1967, the 135th deployed to Vietnam that Octo-
ber, according to its website. RAN Helicopter 
Flight Vietnam was assigned to the company, 
and the unit became known as the Experimen-
tal Military Unit, or EMU, for short.

On Jan. 16, 1971, Mezera was piloting a U.S. 
Army helicopter flying in support of the 5th 
Special Forces when the aircraft was shot 
down in Cambodia.

The crew included American and Austra-
lian service members, including Shaw, but the 
21-year-old Mezera was the only casualty.

Over the years, Shaw, Geoff Jones, who also 
was on the helicopter, and other members of 
the 135th kept in touch with Mezera’s family, 
including his youngest sister, Pam Nesbit of 
Fall Creek.

In a June 1, 2018 post, the HueyVets — EMU 
Facebook page announced the 135th AHC was 
to receive the Unit Citation for Gallantry.

By B.J. Hollars

Special to the Leader-Telegram

A few weeks back, while 
reminding my children to listen 

to their father’s sage advice 
given my 35 years of life experi-

ence, my wife called from the other 
room: “You’re 34.”

“Thirty-four what?”
“You’re 34 years old.”

“Really?”
And just like that, I 
sloughed off an entire 

year. No matter that 
I could no longer 

remember my age, 
the important 
thing was that 
someone was 
around to help 
me clarify the 
foggier points.

I chalked it 
up as a win, 

though it was a short-lived one.
Regardless of the precise number 

of candles on the cake, in recent 
months, the specter of middle-age 
has become a regular visitor. One 
day I shocked the world by taking a 
sudden interest in breadmaking. The 
next, I diagnosed a poorly construct-
ed snowman with a “lower lumbar” 
condition. In the classroom, my 
college students now scratch their 
heads at my dated references. And 
on the home front, every delightful 
joke I share earns me little more 
than an eyeroll.

I am hardly alone in my indig-
nities. Indignities, I’ll add, that are 
blessings, too, and proof of being 
alive.

To get a second opinion on the 
view from middle age, one afternoon 
I grab a drink at The Joynt with 
my buddy Kyran Hamill, a lifelong 
Wisconsinite and active community 
member who’s just weeks away from 

turning 40. As a result of his mile-
stone birthday, he’s begun to reflect 
on his life.

“I’ve refocused on the bigger 
picture,” Kyran tells me. Which for 
him means recommitting himself to 
travel and sharing as much of the 
world as he can with his children. 
Time, though it once seemed infinite, 
no longer does. As such, he needs to 
make choices. And he’s been making 
them.

Though Kyran has yet to take up 
breadmaking, he’s found another 
hobby: curating his past. As of late, 
he’s begun busily sorting through a 
lifetime’s worth of cards, notes, cal-
endars, and VHS tapes with an eye 
toward digitizing the items worth 
saving and dispensing with the rest. 
“It’s therapeutic,” he says. But more 
importantly, it’s a record of his life 
for his children.

The pre-midlife crisis
SAWDUST STORIES
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GONE But NOt 
FOrGOttEN

Army helicopter pilot killed  
in Vietnam to be recognized

Contributed photo

Terry Mezera, a warrant officer in the U.S. Army, was killed in Cambodia 
in 1971. More than four decades after his death, he posthumously will be 
awarded the Unit Citation for Gallantry by Australia, which bestowed the 
honor on the 135th Assault Helicopter Company. The unit was the only 
integrated U.S.–Australian aviation company in Vietnam.

TERRY MEZERA                135TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 
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By Kantele Franko and 
Julie Carr Smyth

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A 
now-dead Ohio State team 
doctor sexually abused at 
least 177 male students from 
the 1970s through the 1990s, 
and numerous university 
officials got wind of what 
was going on over the years 
but did little or nothing to 
stop him, according to a re-
port released by the school 
Friday.

Dr. Richard Strauss 
groped or ogled young men 
while treating athletes from 
at least 16 sports and work-
ing at the student health 
center and his off-campus 
clinic, investigators from a 
law firm hired by the univer-
sity found.

“We are so sorry that this 
happened,” Ohio State Pres-
ident Michael Drake said 
at a news conference, using 
words like “shocking,” ‘’hor-
rifying” and “heartbreaking” 
to describe the findings.

He said there was a “con-
sistent institutional failure” 
at Ohio State, the nation’s 
third-largest university, with 
nearly 65,000 students and a 
half-million living alumni. 

Report: Ohio 
State doc 

abused 177 
students
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