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Sign-ups down 
so far on ACA 
marketplace

By Phil Galewitz

Kaiser Health News

Enrollment is down 
sharply on the federal 
health insurance mar-
ketplace this fall, and the 
consumer groups that help 
with registrations think 
they know why.

They don’t have the staff 
to help as many customers 
as before because Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration cut funding. 
The federal government is 
spending $10 million this 
year on navigators who 
help individuals enroll. 
The government spent $36 
million in 2017 and $63 
million in 2016.

“We don’t have the peo-
ple to provide the enroll-
ment assistance nor to do 
the outreach and market-
ing to let people know 
what’s happening,” said 
Jodi Ray at the University 
of South Florida, who has 

overseen Florida’s largest 
navigator program since 
2014.

Ray’s program received 
$1.2 million in federal 
funding this year, down 
from $5 million in 2017. 
Florida leads the nation in 
enrollment in the Afford-
able Care Act market-
place.

With less money, Ray 
can afford to pay only 59 
navigators across the state 
this year, down from 152 
a year ago. With fewer 
navigators, much of the 
group’s counseling is done 
by phone instead of in 
person. That complicates 
their job, she said, because 
it is much easier to talk 
with and show market-
place customers in person 
when looking at dozens of 
health plans with different 
costs and benefits.

Open enrollment in the 
Affordable Care Act plans 
began Nov. 1 and will run 
until Dec. 15 for the 39 
states covered by the fed-
eral exchange. The other 
exchanges — run by states 
— typically extend the 
deadline until the end of 
December or into January.

Tribune news Service

Funding 
cut reduces 
number of 

those who help 
consumers

Associated Press

Tiffany Utterson, right, and her children, from left, Ella, 11, Ian, 10 and Owen, 8, 
place a wreath outside the gated community entrance to the home of George 
H.W. Bush on Sunday in Houston. Bush died late Friday at his Houston home 
at age 94.

Process of saying 
goodbye begins

By Darlene Superville  
and Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans 
will begin saying goodbye to former 
President George H.W. Bush today 
when his body arrives in Washing-
ton for public viewing in the Capitol 
Rotunda — a rare honor that will be 

bestowed on a man who earned the 
respect and admiration of many with 
his leadership, bravery and grace.

The public viewing will kick off 
four days of events that will include a 
state funeral at Washington’s Na-
tional Cathedral on Wednesday and 
a private service at Bush’s longtime 
church in Houston on Thursday. But 
tributes from leaders around the 
world have been pouring in since his 
death Friday night.

Former Secretary of State Col-
in Powell called him “a perfect 

4 days of events 
honor respected, 

admired ex-president 

STATE LEGISLATURE

Voters 
urged 

to fight 
session

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Democrats 
in Wisconsin girded for a 
fight and encouraged voters 
to speak out as Republicans 
prepared to move ahead 
quickly this week with a 
highly unusual and sweep-
ing lame-duck session to 
pass a series of proposals 
that would weaken both 
Democratic Gov.-elect Tony 
Evers and Attorney Gener-
al-elect Josh Kaul.

The bills up for a public 
hearing and committee 
vote today, setting the stage 
for legislative action Tues-
day, would move the 2020 
presidential primary to help 
a conservative Wisconsin 
Supreme Court justice, 
restrict early voting in a 
way a federal court already 
disallowed and give the 
GOP-controlled Legislature 
the power to sidestep Kaul 
in legal fights.

The moves give Republi-
can Gov. Scott Walker, who 
leaves office on Jan. 7, one 
more chance to reshape 

Dems decry 
GOP move to 

weaken power 
of Evers, Kaul

Santa branching out

By Erica Jones

Leader-Telegram staff

Santa Claus is known for 
delivering presents in his sleigh, 
but sometimes he even offers 
motorcycle-delivery of the tree 
for those presents to go under-
neath.

In an effort spearheaded 
by local veterans groups, Eau 
Claire residents will have the 
opportunity to take home free 
spruce trees for their homes or 
yards for the second Christmas 
season in a row. Those within a 
100-mile radius can even have 
them delivered.

Last year, local volunteers 
dressed up as Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and hand-delivered trees 
to people around the area. 
Shortly after a photo ran in the 
newspaper, Dave Zien, a veteran 
and former state senator who 
came up with the free tree idea, 
received an excited call from 
a man in Tucson, Ariz., who 
recognized his grandson as the 
holly, jolly man of Christmas.

The tree giveaway was so 
well-received in its first year 
that the participating veterans 
organizations — including 
Wheels of Liberty, Wisconsin 
Veterans Home at Chippewa 
Falls and Road 2 Freedom — de-
cided to do it again. Six people 
currently are signed up to be 
delivery drivers, but Zien said 
there’s always room for more.

“The problem is, a lot of peo-
ple who don’t have the money 
to buy a tree don’t have a car, so 
they don’t have a way to get out 
here,” said Bob Heller, founder 
of Uncle Bob’s Happy Widow 

Program and one of the proj-
ect’s volunteers.

On Sunday afternoon, Zien, 
Heller and a few more volun-
teers shared stories around a 
fire between Roadside Din-
er and Mac’s Seat Cover on 
Menomonie Street while they 
listened to the Green Bay 
Packers game and waited for 
residents to stop by and take 
home a symbol of the sea-
son. Though the volunteers 
will rotate, the group will be 
there every day from 8 a.m. to 
nightfall until Christmas Eve, 
ready to help people pick out, 
cut and tie trees on the roofs 
of cars.

”There’s something about real 
Christmas trees: the aroma, the 
look, even the feel,” Zien said. 
“There’s an energy about them.” 
It’s an energy that he said every-
one deserves to feel, regardless 

Veterans groups 
join forces  

to provide free 
Christmas trees  

as well as delivery 
if needed

Staff photos by Steve Kinderman

Above: Eric Belden helps Michelle Forester carry a free Christmas tree Saturday she will be taking 
home to Wheeler. A coalition of area veterans organizations is offering the free trees at a lot on Menom-
onie Street in Eau Claire. Below: Dave Zien greets visitors to the Christmas Tree Free Project on Satur-
day in the 1600 block of Menomonie Street. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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