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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

MADISON — Members of the 
Wisconsin Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion board had the opportunity to 
preview proposed changes to ATCP 
51, the livestock siting rule, on Oct. 
21, almost three weeks before they 
are slated to vote on the changes at 
their regularly scheduled meeting. 
Board members also received offi-
cial documentation of the final draft 
rule later that week, containing 
over 100 pages for them to review 
before voting on the rule in early 
November.

Chris Clayton, DATCP program 
manager of livestock facility siting, 
and Lacey Cochart, director of 
DATCP’s Bureau of Land and Wa-
ter Resources, spoke to the board 
via teleconference, as requested by 
the board at their September meet-
ing. They provided a spreadsheet 
that outlined the changes incorpo-
rated into the final draft rule, walk-
ing board members through about 
10 changes made after receiving a 
large volume of public comment on 
the issue.

Sparking the most concern from 
the board were changes made re-
garding local implementation, spe-
cifically a $1,000 cap proposed in 

the hearing draft rule for local fees 
and a $500 cap for permit modi-
fications, along with a restriction 
for local governments to re-
quire financial assurance in 
case of a manure spill or in 
the case the operation closes 
and clean up of the facility 
needs to be completed at the 
local level.

In the final draft rule, 
it was determined that 
DATCP has no legal 
authority to place a cap 
on local fees and permit modifi-
cations, nor does it have legal au-
thority to restrict whether or not a 
municipality can require financial 
assurance. Jane Landretti, DATCP 
chief legal counsel, provided fur-
ther clarification — in the previous 
version of the rule, DATCP did 
not have to comply with Act 21, 
created in 2011 and requires the 
department to review their rules 
and make sure they have explicit 
statutory authority to enact aspects 
of rules.

“In a previous version of this 
rule, we didn’t have that directive,” 
Landretti said. “That’s the reason 
we switched course on that.”

She added that local governments 
will instead have the authority 
to set up their own fees and/or 
requirement of financial assurance, 

but several board members were 
unsure about the revision.

“When there’s no cap and when 
the language is fairly vague, I 
can see local units of govern-
ment trying to create a cost 
so high that it would dis-
courage anybody from even 
thinking of adding on,” said 
Greg Zwald, board member 
and berry farmer near River 
Falls. “I worry about the 
wide open, top end of this no 
cap. Those words scared me 

when I saw this originally.”
Other changes highlighted by 

Clayton and Cochart in the final 
draft rule relate to setbacks and 
odor management standards. The 
odor score remains eliminated from 
the final draft rule, but setbacks 
were adjusted based on feedback 
collected from the public hearings. 
For manure storage and high odor 
housing at expanded livestock facil-
ities, setbacks were reduced from 
the proposed 600 to 2,500 feet to 
350 to 1,450 feet. For new livestock 
facilities, the maximum property 
line setbacks applied are 1,450 feet 
for Category 1 livestock housing 
and manure storage (6,000 or more 
animal units) and 1,050 feet for 
Category 2 livestock housing.

DATCP board hears livestock siting 
revisions ahead of Nov. meeting

Clayton
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PLATTEVILLE — 
During a dry stretch of 
weather two weeks ago, 
Representative Travis Tranel, 
like many farmers across 
the state, was out chopping 
into the early hours of the 
morning. As a state legislator, 
Tranel is in a unique position 
— serving in the statehouse 
and dairy farming with his 
family near Cuba City.

“It’s a blessing to be able to 
do it,” he said.

But being a farmer in the 
legislature can also be a 
challenge, as he attested to 
during a recent panel discus-
sion at UW-Platteville titled 
“Struggles in Wisconsin Farm 
Country.” The panel was part 
of WisBusiness.com’s “Nav-
igating the New Economy” 
series and was moderated by 
farm news personality Pam 
Jahnke.

“There are less than a 
handful of us that know any-
thing about agriculture in the 
legislature. It’s unbelievable,” 
Tranel said. “When our state 
started, the legislature was 
pretty much comprised of 
farmers and a few attorneys. 
Now it’s a lot of attorneys — 
and me.

“There’s a huge discon-
nect.”

Agriculture has been in an 
economic downtown for the 
past five years, as those in the 
agriculture industry already 
know; however, Tranel said 
his legislative counterparts 
may only just be tuning in. 
This summer, legislators 
visited dairy farms across 
Wisconsin for breakfast as 
part of June Dairy Month, 
and many of them returned to 
the Capitol wondering what’s 
going on in agriculture and 
if their farmer constituents 
were mad about something in 
particular.

“In their minds, they see a 
$50,000 pick-up truck; they 
see a $500,000 combine. 
They don’t understand; they 
think things in ag must be 
just fine,” he said. “That’s the 
bridge we have to gap. And 
it’s becoming more and more 
challenging.”

To add to the challenge 
of disconnect, Wisconsin 
farmers have been faced with 
a number of hurdles this year 
and in years past.

“There’s a lot of weather 
uncertainty this year and a lot 
of policy uncertainty. Trade is 
just one of the sources of pol-
icy uncertainty. There’s other 
ones, but adding weather 
onto it, there’s a lot of stress 
out there,” said Paul Mitch-
ell, executive director of the 
Renk Agribusiness Institute. 
“I think a lot of farmers want 
to get this year over with in 
terms of stress. It’s been a 
bad year.”

Unfortunately, it may be a 
few years before a lot of the 
stress in the countryside is 
lessened. Mitchell said it’ll 
take awhile to build busi-
ness back up and the stress 
will stay with the agricul-
ture community for awhile 
too.

“The capital has been 
sucked away, and it’ll take 
awhile for those reserves to 
build back up,” he said. 

Weather, 
policy and 
disconnect: 
struggles 
widespread 
in farm 
country

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

LOYAL — As a 14-year-old at-
tending Farm Progress Days with 
his father in 1983, Dennis Roehl 
started planning for the future.

Thirty-nine years later, Dennis 
and his family will see that plan 
come to fruition when they host 
the 2022 Wisconsin Farm Tech-
nology Days, July 12-14, 2022, on 
their Clark County farm west of 
Loyal.

“The first time Dad took me 
to the show, we were walking up 
and down and I told Dad, ‘Now 
this would be something for us to 
have.’ I never dreamed we’d ever 
have a chance at it,” Dennis said 
during an Oct. 21 introduction of 
the family as 2022 FTD hosts. “In 
2005, we went to that show, and I 
said to Dad, ‘We can do this.’

“That’s why, when it came 
around this time — and I didn’t 
think it was coming around this 
soon — I said, ‘Yeah, I think we 
can do this.’”

The 2022 show will be the third 
time Wisconsin Farm Technology 
Days, which changed its name 
from Farm Progress Days to Farm 
Technology Days in 2003 will be 
held in Clark County. It will also 
be the first show back after FTD 
takes a year off in 2021.

“The Roehls have a beautiful 
farm,” said Matt Glewen, gener-
al manager for Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days. “Exhibitors are 
looking forward to coming back 
here, because we have traditional-
ly held some very, very successful 
shows in the central part of the 
state.”

Plans for the 2022 show include 
Tent City on the east side of Miller 
Avenue and field demonstrations 
on the west side of Miller Avenue, 
tilling demonstrations on the east 
side of the farm and tours of the 
event barn, according to Chuck 
Rueth, who volunteered both pre-
vious times Clark County hosted 
the show and is serving as exec-
utive committee chairman for the 
2022 show.

Dennis Roehl’s father, Lowell, 
and Lowell’s brother, Erlin, have 
been farming near Loyal since the 
1960s.

“I think (hosting FTD is) a great 
way to show what my dad and Er-
lin and their families have done all 
their lives,” Dennis said. “I think 
it’s a wonderful way to end their 
careers. It’s a tribute.”

Dennis and Suzie bought their 
farm in 2005 from Dennis’ father, 
who continues to help with field-
work.

“I really appreciate my dad. He 
stepped back and didn’t look over 
my shoulder,” Dennis said. “He let 
me make my own mistakes. And 
I know there were a few he didn’t 
even tell me about.”

Erlin, and his wife, Bonnie, farm 
up the road. In 2017, they started 
an event barn called Rustic Occa-
sions, which is operated by Erlin 
and Bonnie’s son Doug and his 
wife, Kim, and will also be part of 
the 2022 Farm Technology Days.

THIRD TIME’S 
THE CHARM

Roehl family takes opportunity to host 2022 FTD

Photo by Nate Jackson

Roehl Acres of Loyal has been selected as the host farm for the 2022 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days in Clark 
County. The Dennis and Suzie Roehl family and their seven employees milk more than 500 registered Holsteins 
and crop 750 acres on Roehl Acres.
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